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OR, THE 


MYSTERY | 
Providence. 


WHEREIN 


The Being and Effrcacyof Pro- 


wvidence 18 Aſſerted; and Vindicated : 
The Metbods of Providence as it paſſes through 
the ſeveral Stages of our Lives opened; and thef* 
proper Courſe of improving all. Proyidences 
directed, in a Treatiſe upon Pſalm 57. 2. 


By John Flavell, Preacher of the Goſpel. 


Totam Dei Providentiam omnia tandem dirigere ad glo- 
'| riam ſuam, & ad Eletorum ſalutem ; ac tum qui-|- 
eſcere Spiritum Dei cum videt Impios damnari.ac E- 
letos ſervari ;, ex qua utraque re Deus glarificetur. | 
| | Hieron.' Zanchii Miſcell. Tom. 2. pag. 199. 
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Right Honourable 


WILLIAM 


DUKRE of 


BEDFORD» 


Lord RUSSEL of Thorne. 


haugh, and Knight oi the Moſt No- 
ble Order of the GARTER. 


My LORD, 


T was a weighty, and ſavoury Speech, which a Pi- 
ous Pen once faved from your Lordſhip's 


Lips, viz. That Tor accounted the Pray- Mr: Iſaze 

ers of Gods Miniſters and People, the beſt HO _ 

Walls about your Houſe. He that 1o accounts, 5 hey rt 
doubtleſs underſtands, that Prayer engageth 

, Providence, J/a. 45. 11. And Providence ſo engaged, is 

the ſureſt Munition, Fob 1. 10. 

| Many great Men encloſe their Dwellings with an high . 

Wall, but the Foundation ( as the Wiſeſt of Men ob- 

| ſerves ) IS laid in their own OO, Prov, 18. 11, Yea, 

2 in 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
in Sin, and crying Sin tco, Hab. 2. 12. Of ſuch Walls 
we may fay. as the "racle to Phocas, #av uvwors mw Texn 
Zug vegvs, ivy 73 wand. If the Building emulate the 
Skics, Yet Sin being in th2 Bottom, all will Totter. 

'Tis a fond Vanity, to think of enſuring a Deſtiny 
that can control the Stars, and endure the aſſaults of 


Fortune, ( as they love to ipeak ) whilſt Providence is | 


not engaged for them, no not 10 much as by a bare ac- 
knowledgement. 


71y Lord, It is not the vaſt Bulk of an Eſtate, nor the 
beſt humane Security in the World, but the vigilant 
Care of Divine Providence, that guards both It, and its 
Owners from the ſtroke of Ruine.. *Tis the fear of God 
within us, and the Providence of God round about us, 
which. make the firm and folid Baſis of all ſantihed and 
durable Proſperity. It 1s beyond all Debate, that there 
i5a Providence of God always enfolding thoſe in Ever- 
laſting Arms, that bear his Image. The Impreſs of that 
mage upon you, and-the Embraces of thoſe Arms about 
you, will advance you higher, and ſecure you” berter, 
than your Noble Birth or Eſtate could ever- do. 


My Lord, Providence hath molded, you, © meliort Iuto, 
made you both the Offspring and Head of an 1IlJuſtrious 
Family, planted you in a rich and pleaſant. Soyl, cauſed 
many Noble Branches to ſpring from you, drawn your 
Life even unto Old-Age, through the Delights and Ho- 
nours of this World And now that you have tricd all 
thok Things that make the faireſt Pretenlions to: Hap- 
pine : What have you found in all theſe painted. Beau- 
ties, and falſe glozing Excellencies which have ſucceſſive- 
ly covrted.you ? Which of them all can you pronounce 
Self-deſirable ? Which can you call, objeum par amori ? 
\Whart 1s it to have the. Fleſh indulged, Senſe gratified, 
Fancy tickled? What have you found in Meats, and 
Drinks, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Drinks, in ſtately Houſes and pleaſant Gardens; in Gold 
and Silver, in Honour and Applaule to match the Appe- 
tite of. your: Nobler Soul ? Surely ( My Lord) to turn 
from them all with a generous Diſdain, as one that 
knows where to find better Enrertatament; is much 
more Noble, than wholly to immerſe, and loſe our. Spi- 
rits in thoſe ſenſual Fruitions, as many do, alas, too ma- 
BY 1n our Days ! 

We are fallen into rhe dregs of Time, Serſuality runs 
every where into Atheiſ-7. Providentia peperit divitias, 


| i filia devoravit matrem, The largelles of Providence 


ave ſo blinded, and perfetly ſtupifted the Minds of 
ſome, that they neither own a Providence, nor a God, 
who do camomciy 7% aviewmy Gov, x my Yuyiv Tails 3% 
aae] Er 'ndovars xejacuboler, as Pintarch bath Witlily and 
judiciouſly reply'd npon Co/otes the Epicurean, 

But bleſſed be God, there is a ſincere part, both of 
the Nobles and Commons of England, 'which this Gan- 
grene hath not yet touched, and 1 hope, never thall. 


My Tord, It is both your Honour and Intereſt, to be 
o au; Ts xg«Tloves, the entire and devoted Servant of Pro» 
vidence. ' It was once the wiſh of a good Man, optarem 
id me eſſe Deo, quod eſt mihi manus mea. This is the 
moſt Noble and Divine Life that can be, to live and 
at in this World vpon Eternal Deligns. To look up- 
our ſelves and what we have, as things devoted to God ; 
nor to be content that Providence' ſhould ſerve it ſelf of 
us, ( for ſo it doth even of thoſe things which underſtand 
nothing of it ) but, to ſtudy wherein we miy ſerve Pro- 
vidence, and be inſtrumental in its Hand for the good 
of many; this is truly Honourable ; Q#o magis q:is Deo 
Vivit, eo evadit nubilior, clarior, divnnior. 

How much God hath honoured you 1n this reſpet, the 
World will underſtand better, when your Lordſhip 
ſhall be gathered to your Fathers, and fleep in the Duſt, 
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then he that praifeth, cannot. be ſuſpected of flattery ; 
nor he that is praiſed, be moved with vain glory : But 
the Approbation of God, is infinitely better than the 
molt glorious Name among Men, before, or after Death. 
And as it is moſt hono:rable to | ſerve, ſo you will find 
it moſt comfortable to obſerye the Ways of God in his 
Providence : To compole our ſelves to think of the Con- 
di: of eu erice throug ail the Stages of Life we have 
hitherto paſſed. To note the reſvits of its profound 
\V Clown, the Eilects of its tender Care, the diſtinguiſh- 
Ing Fruits of its ſpecial Bounty : To mark how Provi- 
dences have gone along ſtep by ſtep ith the Promiſes, 
and both with us, till rhey have now bronght. us near 
to our Everlaſting Reſt, Oh how delectable ! how tran- 
ſporting are ſach Meditations as theſe 


My. Lord, It is the Deſign of this Manual, to aſſert 
the Being and Eff cacy of Providence againſt the Atheiſm 
of the Times : and to diſplay the W idom and Care of 
the Providence of God in all the Concerus of that Peo- 

ple who are really his. *Tis probable, if your Lordſhip 
Nl ſtoop to ſich a vulgar Compoſure, ſomewhat may 
occur of a gratetul rc 2lith to your pions Mind, I con- 
feſs, It is not accommodated, either in exactneſs of Me- 
thod, or elezancy of Style, to gratiic the Curious, nor 
yet is It deftitute of what may pleaſ! {2 and profit the tru- 
ly gracious. 

Should 1 here recite the Pleaſure and Advantages re- 
ſulting from an humble and heedful eying of the Methods 
of Providence, it would look more like a Book in an E- 


piſtle, than an Epi/ile in a Boo%, One taſte of ſpiritual. 


| Leng will fatisfie you better, than all the accurate De- 
{criptions and high Encomiums that the moſt elegant Pen 
can -beſtow upon it. 


My Lord, It is not that eminent Station that ſome 
Per- 
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” The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Perſons retain (in Civil reſpetts ) above the Vulgar 
that will enable them to penetrate the Myſteries, and 
reliſh the ſweetneſs of Providence better than others ; 
( for doubtleſs many that live immediately upon Pro- 
vidence for daily Bread, do thereby gain a nearer ac- 
quaintance with it, than thoſe, whoſe outward Enjoy- 
ments flow to them in a more plentiful and ſtated 
Courſe ) but thoſe that excel in Grace and Experience, 
thoſe that walk and converſe with God in his Diſpen- 
ations towards them ; theſe are the Perſons who are 
moſt fully and immediately capable of theſe high Plea- 
ſures of the Chriſtian Life. The daily flow and increaſe 
whereof in your Lordſhips Noble Perſon and Family, is 
the hearty Delire of 


vr LORDSHIPS moſs 


humble Servant, 


From my Study - 
at Dartmouth, 
Allp,10,1677-» 


FOHN FLAVEL, 


TO THE . 
Ingenious READERS, | 


Thoſe eſpecially who are the heedful 


OBSERVERS 


Of the WAYS of 


Providence. 


Reader, 


HERE are two Ways whereby the Bleſſed God 
condeſcends to manifeſt Himſelf to Men, His 

Word, and his Works. Of the written Word | 

we mnſt ſay, No Words like theſe were ever writ- | , 

ten ſince the beginning of Time, which can ( as one ſpeaks) | 
take i ife and Root in the Soul, yea, doth it as really as the | 
Seed doth in the Ground : And are fitted to be engraffed and | 
naturalized there, ſo as no Coalition in Nature can be more 
real than this, James 1. 21. This is the moſt tranſcendent || 
and glorious Medium. of anifeſtation ; God hath magnifi- | | 
ed his Word above all his Name, Pſalm 1 38. 2. | 
However, the Manifeſtations of God by his Works, whether || | 
of Creation' or Providence have their value, and Glory : || 
But the prime Glory and Excellency of bis Providential 
| Works 


Tte Epiſtle to the Reader. 


Works con/aſts in this, th.t they are the very fulfillings and 
real Accompliſhments of his written Word. By a wiſe and 
beedful Aitcndance hereunto, we might learn that excellent 
Art, which is ( not unfitly ) called by ſome Scientia Archi- 


' tectonica, an Art to clear the Myſterious occurrences of Pro- 


vidence, by reducing them to the written Word, and there 
lodge them as Effects in their proper Cauſes. And doubt- 
leſs, this is one of the rarcſt Eſſays Men could purſye againſt 
Atheiſm, to ſtew, not only how Providences concur in a 
moſt obvious tendency to confirm this great Concluſion, Thy 
Word is Truth; b»t bow it ſometimes extorts alſo the 
Confeſhon of a God, and the- Truth of his Word, from 
thoſe very T ougues which bave boldly denied it. 

Aſchyles the Perſian relating their diſcon;fiture _Aſebiles in 
by the Grecian Army, makes this notable Clſer- Traged. 
vation, © When the Grecian Forces hotly purſued 

* us, ( faith he) and we muſt needs venture over the great 
* Water Strymon, then Frozen ;, but beginning to Thaw ; 
© when a hundred to one we had all dyed for it, with mine 
* Eyes 1 thcn ſaw many of thoſe Gallants whom I bad heard 
* ſo boldly maintain, there was no God, every one upon 
© their Knees, with Eyes and Hands lifted up, begging bard 
* for Help and Mercy, and entreating that the Ice might 
© bold til they got over. Many thouſand Seals kath Provi- 
dence forced the very Enemies of God to ſet to his Truths, which 
greatly tends to our Confirmation therein ;, but eſpecially, to 
ſee bow the Ward and Providence of God do enlighten each 
other ; and how the Scriptures contain all thoſe Events, both 
great and ſmall, which are diſpoſed by Providence m tbe 
Seaſons : And how not only the Promiſes of the Word, are m 
the general faitbfully fulfilled to the Charth mn all ber Exigen- 
ces and Diſtreſſes ;, but in Particular to every member of it ; 
they being all furniſhed by Providence with multitudes of Ex- 
periences to this Uſe and End. O how uſeful are ſuch Ob- 
ſervations ! 

And as the Profit and Uſe, ſo the Delight and Pleaſure re+ 


ſulting 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
ſulting from the Obſervations of Providence, 1s exceeding great. 
Ti wil il doubtleſs be a part of our Entertainment in Heaven, to 


view with tranſporting Delight, how the Deſigns and Me- 


thods were laid to bring us thither : And what will be a part 
of our bleſjedneſs in Heaven, may well be allowed to have 4 

prime Jnorediency tito Our Heaven upon Earth. To ſearch 
for Ple. ture among the due Obſervations of Providence, 2s to 


ſear < for Water m the Ocean : For Providence doth _t only, 


uitimately Deſign to bring you to Heaven, but ( as interme- 
diate thereunto ) to bring ( by this means ) much of Heaven 
into your Souls in the way thither. 

How great a Pleaſure is it to diſcern how the moFF wiſe God 
' 8s providentialiy ſteering all to the Port of his own Praiſe, «and 
' bis Peogles Happineſs, whiift the whole World is buſily employ- 
ed in managing the Sails, and tugging the Oars, with a quite 
oppoſite Deſygn and Purpoſe | ? To ſee how they promote his 


defagn by oppoſing it, and fulfil kis Will by reſiſting it, en- 


large hrs Church | ;y ſcattering it, and make their reſt to 
come the more [ivect to their Soills, by making their Condition 
fo reſtleſs in the World. This 1s pleaſant to obſerve in pene- 
ral: But to record and note its particular deſygns upon our 
ſelves ;, with what profound Wiſdom, finite tendernefs, and 


inceſſant victlancy it hath managed all that concerns us from 


fir to laſt, is raviſhing and tranſporting, 

O what an Hiſtory might we compile of our own Experien- 
ces, whilſt with a melting Heart we trace the footſteps of Pro- 

oidence al along the way it hath led us«0 this Day-,, and ſet 
our Remarquss upon its more eminent Performances for us, in 
tbe ſeveral Stages of our Life ! 

Flere it Prevented, and there it Delivered :* Here it Di- 
refed, and there it Correfted. In this it Grieved, and in 
that it Relieved, Here was the Poiſon, and there the An- 
tidote. This Providence raiſed a diſmal Cloud, and that 
dupelled it again. This ſtraitned, and that enlarged. 
Here a want, and there a ſupply. This Relation withered, 
and that ſpringing up in ;is room, Words cannot ak. 1 the 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
high Delights and Gratifications, a gracious Heart may find 
ma ſuch E mployn oh as this, 

O what a Worzd of Rarieties are to be found in Providence ! 
The blind beedleſs World ma'es nothing of them : They cannot 
find one ſweet Bit, where a gracious "Soul would make a rich 
Fealt., Plntarch relates wer 'y exattly, bow Timoleon was 
mir aculon/ily delrvered from the Conſp racy of two Murderers, 
by their meeting in the wy nice of Time a certain Perſon, 
who to Revere the Death of his Father, killed one- of them, 

juſt as they "were ready to gIVC Timoleon the fatal blow, 

thou h he knew noting of the Buſmeſs, and fo Timoleon 
eſeaped the Danger. nd what did this wonder ful Work of 
Providence think you, yieid the Relator ? Why, though he 
was one of the moſt learned and i tpemous among the Heathen 
Sages ; yet all be made of 1t,, was only thts, The Speaators 
( ſaith be ) wondered creatly at the Artifice and Contri- 
| vance which Fortune uſes. This is all be could fee in it. 

Had a ſpiritual and wiſe Chriſtian had the Diſſecting and A- 
natomizing of ſuch a Work of Providence, what Glory would 
it bave yielded to God ! What Comfort and Encouragement to 
the Soul ;, The Bee makes a ſweeter Meal upon one ſingle Flow- : 
er, than "the Ox doth upon the whole Meadow, where thouſands 
fo "them grow, 
| O Reader, if thy Heart be ſpiritual and well ſtockt with 

Experience, if thou vaſt recorded the Ways of Providence t0- 
wards _—_ and wilt but allow thy ſelf Time to refle upon 
' them ;, what a Life of Pleaſure Pai thou Live ! What am 
Heaven upon Earth doth this way lead thee into! [ will nt 
- here tell thee, what I have met in this Path, leſt it ſhould 
ſeem to ſavoir of too much FYanity ;, non eſt religio nb1 om- 
nia Patent. There are ſome Delights and Enjoyments in the 
ore Life, which are and muſt be encloſed. But Try it 
thy felf, Taſte and See, and thou wilt need no other inducement; 
t:21me own Expericnce will be the moſt powerful O-atory to pers 
{wade thee to the ſtudy and ſearch of Frovidence. 

Fen. 0a co are uſually read with delight : When once the Fan- 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
cy is catcht, a Man knows not how to diſengage himſelf from 
it. 1 am greatly miſtaken, if the Hiſtory of oar onn Lives, 
if it were well drawn up, and diſtin@ly peruſed, would not be 
the pleaſanteſt Hiſtory that ever we read m our Lives, 

The enſuing Treatiſe is an Eſſay to that Purpoſe, m which 
thou wilt. fin4 ſome remarques ſet upon Providence, in its paſ- 
ſage through the ſeveral Stages of our Life, But Reader, thou 
only art able to compile the Hiſtory of Providence for thy ſelf, 
becauſe the Memorials that furniſh it, are only in thine own 
Hands. However, here thou maiſt find a pa'tern, and gene- 
ral Rules to dire@ thee in that great and difficult work, which 
7s the very end, and deſzgn of this Manual. 

I have not had much regard to the Dreſs, and Ornament 
zn which this Diſcourſe is to g2 abroad, for I am debtor both to 
the ftrong and weak, the wiſe and fooliſh : And mn all my Ob- 
ſervation I have not found, that ever God bath made m-ch uſe 
of laboured Periods, Rhetorical Flowers, and Elegancies to 
improve the Power of Religion in the World : Yea, I have ob- 
ſerved, bow Providence hath ſometimes rebuked good Men, 
when upon other Su'jetts they have too much affeted thoſe pedan- 
tick Fooleries in withdrawing from them its uſ«al aids, and ex- 
poſang them to ſhame ;, aud much more may it do ſo, when it 
ſelf ts the Subje@. 

Reader, if thy ſtomach be nice and ſqueaſze, and nothing 
will reliſh with thee, but what is Spruce and Elegant, there are 
ſteve of ſuch Compoſures in the World, upon which thou mayſt 
even ſurfeit thy curious Fancy: Mean Time there will be 
fourd ſome that will bleſs God for what thou- deſpiſeſt, and 
make many ,a ſweet Meal upon what thou loatheſs. 

I will zdd no more, but my hearty Prayers that Providence 
will dired this Treatiſe to ſuch Hands, in ſuch ſeaſons, and ſo 
bleſs and projyer its Deſign, that God may bave Glory, thou 
mayſt bave Benefit, and my Self comfort in the ſucceſs there- 
of, who am 

Thine and the Churches Servant ip 
the Hand of Providence, 
Tohn Flavel 
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A Catalogue of BOOKS ſold by Thomas Park- 
col hurſt, at the Bible azd Three Crowns, ix 
/-4 Cheap-ſide zear Mercers: Chappel. 


on 
f, 'HE Fountain of Life open'd, or a Diſplay of Chriſt 
of in his Eſſential and Mediatorial Glory ; containing 
**{ Forty two Sermons on various Texts. Wherein the Im- 
ch petration of our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is orderly 
| unfolded, as it was begun, carried on, and finiſhed by 
"Ml his Covenant Tranſaction, myſterious Incarnation, ſo- 
*Ol lemn Call and Dedication, bleſſe& Offices, deep Abaſe- 
| ment and Supereminent Advancement. 
Jl] A Treatiſe of the Soul of Man, wherein the Divine O- 
FO riginal, excellent and immortal Nature of the Soul are c- 
A pened ; its Love and Inclination to the Body, with the 
">| neceſlity of its Separation from it, conſider'd and Impro- 
7] ved. The Exiſtence, Operations and States of ſeparated 
"{ Souls both in Heaven and Hell immediately after Death, 
#* aſſerted, diſcuſſed, and varioully applied. Divers knotty 
and difficult Queſtions about departed Souls both Philo- 
8] ſophical and Theologica), ſtated and determinY. 
' The Method of Grace in bringing home the Eternal 
f Redemption, contrived by the Father, and accompliſhed 
4 by the Son, rhrough the Etfectual Application of the Spi- 
dl rit unto Gods Ele&, being the ſecond: Part of Goſpel- 
Redemption. 

The Divine Condu& or Myſtery of Providence, its 
Being and Efficacy aſſerted and vindicated : All the Me- 
thods of Providence in our Courſe of Life open'd, with 
Directions how to apply and improve them, 

Navigation ſpiritualiz'd, or a new Compals for Sea- 
men, conſiſting of Thirty Two Points of pleaſant Obſer- 
vations, profitable Applications, ſerious RefleCtions, all 
concluded with ſo many ſpiritual Poems, &c. Two 


Books ſold by Tho. Parkhurſt. 
Two Treatiſes, the firſt of Fear, the ſecond the Righ- 
tcous Mans Refuge in the evil Day. 

A Saint indeed, the great Work of a Chriſtian, 
A Touchſtone 'of Sincerity, or Signs of Grace, -and 
Symptoms of Hypocriſie, being the ſecond Part of the 


Saint indeed. 


the Death of Friends. 


Things to come. 


Salvation of them th It Periſh. 


mons Preach'd at the Merchants Lefurc in ProadFreet, 


A Token for Mourners, or boundaries for Sorrow for 


Husbandry ſpiritualiz'd : Or the Heavenly uſe of Earth- 
lyT hings. All theſe Ten by Mr. Jobs Flavel. 

A Funeral Sermon on the Death of that Pious Gentle- 
woman Mrs. Judith Hammond, late Wife of the Reverend 
Mr. George Hammond, Miniſter: of the Goſpel in London, 

OtT houghtfulneſs for the Mor row. Withan Appen- 
dix concerning the immoderate Delire of foreknowing 
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_ Of Charity in Reference to other Mens Sins. 

The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Souls, 1n a Trea- 
tiſe on LZnte 19. 41, 42. With an Appendix, wherein 
ſomewhat is occaſionally Diſcourſed concerning the Sin a- 
gatnſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how God is faid to Will the 
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A Sermon directing what we are to do after a ſtrict 
Enquiry whether or no we truly Love God. 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. E#her Sampſon, the late 
Wite of Mr. Henry Sampſon, Door of Phylick, who 
Died Nov. 24. 1689. 

The Carnality of Religious Contention, In two Ser- 
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A Calm and Sober Enquiry concerning the Poſlibility 
of a Trinity in the Godhead. ; 
A Letter to a Friend concerning, a Poſtſcript to the 
Defence of Dr. Sherlock's Notion of the Trinity in Unity, © 
relating to the Calm and Sober, Enquiry upon the ſame 
Subject. 

A View of that Part of the late Conſiderations Fe 
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dreſt to #. #. about the Trinity. Which concerns the 
Sober Enquiry on that Subje&. 

A Sermon Preach'd on the late Day of Thankſpiving, 
DPecemb. 2. 1697. To which is Prefixd Dr. Bates's 
Congratulatory Speech to the King.” All theſe Eleven 
by Mr. John Howe. | 

Proteſtant Union : Or, Principles of Religion, to which 
Engliſh Proteſtants agree. Wherein the Main Principles 
of Religion, owned by Diſſeaters, agrees with the Arti- 
cles and Homilies ofthe Church of Enpland, 1n two Sheets, 
Price Two Pence. 

The Main Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, in One + 
Hundred and Seven Articles, or Aphoriſms, of the A/- 
ſemblies Short Catechiſm farther Cleared and Confirmed 
by the Conſonant Doctrine, recorded in ſeveral Articles 
and Homilies of the Church of England, under theſe Four 
Heads, viz. 1, Of Things to be Believed comprehended 
in the Creed. 2. Of Things to be Done in the Tex Com- 
mandments, 3. Of Things to be Practiſed in the Goſpel, 
particularly the Two Sacraments. 4. Of Things to be 
Pray'd for in the Lord's Prayer, Theſe Two by Mr. Tho. 
Adams, M. A. | 

Several Diſconrſes concerning the aQtual Providence of 
God, divided into Three Parts. The Firlt treating of 
the Notion of it, eſtabliſhing the Doctrine, opening the 
principal Acts of it. Preſervation and Government.ot 
created Beings, with the particular Ads by which it fo 
preſerves and governs them. The Second concerning the 
Specialities of it, the ufiſearchable Things of it. The 
Third concerning the &vorinm or hard Chapters of it ; 
in which an attempt is made to ſolve ſeveral appearances 
of Difficulty in the Motions of Providence, and to vindi- 
cate the Juſtice, Wiſdom and Holineſs of God. 

Intercourſes of Divine Love between Chriſt and the 
Church, or the particular Believing Soul, open'd and im- 
proved in ſeveral LeQures npon the firſt and ſecond 
Chapters of the Carticles, in Two Vol. A 


Right Reverend the Biſhops of Worce#ter, Ely, and I 
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A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation. 

Thirteen Sermons on ſeveral Texts. 

Defenfative Armour againſt four of Satans moſt fiery 
Darts, viz. Temptations to Atheiſtical and Blaſphemous 
Impreſſions aad Thoughts, Selt-Murther, Deſpair and 
Preſumprtion. 

A Reaſonable Account, why ſome pious Nonconform- F: 
ing Miniſters in E»zlard, judge it fintfu} for them to per-F' 
form their Miniſterial Acts, in publick ſolemn Prayer, by 
the preſcribed Forms of others. 

A Supplement to the Reaſonable Account. 

The Vindication of Liturgies, Publiſhed by Dr, Falk- 
ncr. proved no Vindication. |, 

The Weavers Pocket Book, or Weaving ſpiritualiz'd, 
in a Diſcourſe, wherein Men in that Occupation, are in- 
ſtruted how to raiſe Heavenly Meditations, from the 
{ſeveral Parts of their Work. 

A Sermon upon the Happineſs of Brethren dwelling to- 
gctner in Unity. 

The improveableneſs of Water-baptiſm. 

An Exercitation on that Caſe of Conſcience, wiz. [] 
Whether it be lawful for a Perſon to Att contrary-to the 
Opinion of his own Conſcience formed from Arguments 
that appear to him probable, though not neceſſary and þ 
demonſtrative. All Twelve by Jobn Collinges, D. D. 

The Righteouſneſs of God revealed in the Goſpel ; or 
an impartial Enquiry into the genuine Doctrine of St. 
Paul, in the great but much contraverted Article of Ju- 
ſtikication. To which are prefixed the Epiltles of the 


Cheer. 
The Friendly Interpoſer between the Authors of thoſe Þ. 

Papers ; the one called, A Report ; the other, A Rebuie Þ 

of that Report, In order to a Reconciliation, between 

the Presbyterians and Independants. Theſe Two © by 

Mr. Joby Humphrey. 
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|MYSTERIE 
Providence: 


Opened in a 
| TREATISE 
Upon PSA L. xp. 2. 
z. [1will cry unto God moſt high, unto God that 
1 performeth all things for mes 


HE Greatneſs of God is a glorious, 
and unſcarchable Myſterie. The 
Lord moſt high is terrible; heis a F 
great King over all the Earth, Pal. . 
47.2. Thecondeſcenfion of the moſt high God 
o Men is alſo a profound Myſterie. Though 
d Þhe Lord be high, yet hath he reſpe# unto the 

owly, Plal. 138.6. But when both thele meet to- 
le perher (as they do in this Scripture )they make 
0 Fup a matchleſs Myſterie. Here we find the 
nN Tnoſt High God performing all things for a 
) poor diſtreſſed creature. : 


ST 
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2 _ -- -» Divine Colic x Or,» 
Ic isthe great ſupport and ſolace of the Saint: 
inall the diſtreſ{& that betall- chem here, that 
thereis a Wile Spirit ſitting 4n all thewheels off | 
motion, and / governing the molt excentrical x 
Creaturesand their moſt perhicious deſigns tal 
bleſſed and happy iflues. And indeed it were$* 
not worth while to live.in a world #4 ©4? x 
wegroias devoid of God and Providence.  - * 
How deeply weare concerned this matter} 
will appear by that _ Inſtance, which this]* 
Pſalm preſents uswith: 


d 

t] 

h 

h 

it 

' * It wascompoſed(asthe Title notes) by DaÞ{ 

vid prayer-wiſe, when he hid himſelf from Sz b 

in the Cave: And*iis inſcribed with a doublg?® 

Title, Altaſchith Michtam of David. AltaſJ" 

chith refers to the ſcope, and Michtam to the digY® 

nity of the Subjet matter. li 

he forrper ſignifies defroy not, or lettherd® 

Altaſchith beno ſlaughter, and may either refer to SaulY® 

ze perdss, Concerning whom he gave Charge to his Ser: w 

ſeit. vel 1. yantsnot to deſtroy him or rather, it hath re: n 
_— 3 ference toGgd, to whom' in this great 'exigenct 

oy ſus he poured out his ſoul in this patherical ejacula [ 


David qui tion , A/taſchith deſtroy nor. 
'#ncitabant 

ipſum ut Saulem perderet. Vet'2.: me 6 Dew. Geirus in loc. Mich 
tam 0rnamenum aureum. vel aureolum carmen a QRHT\A (i. ce.) aurume> 
optimum 3 quia Pſalms bic precioſus eſt inſtar auri, Burgenſis. _- 


Jl 
The Jater Title Michtam ſignifiesa goldenfa: 

ornament,-and {o 1s ſuited to the choice ant 
excellent matter of the Pſalm, which mucif 
more deſerves ſuch a Title, than Pythagorafr 

his golden Verſes did. os 

Three things are remarkable in the formeſſſey 
part of the Pſalm,. Viz. (1) Hisextream danget 
(2) His carneft addreſs to God in that extre}} 

PTS. "In 


The Pyſtery. of Provitence. 3 
mity: -.(3:). The Arguments be pleads with God 
af in that- Addrels.” - p 1s 
J 1. Hisextream danger,expreſſed both ia the Ti- 
ul tle;and | y ofthe 'P/alm. The Title tellsus,this 
LP/alm,was compoſed by him-when he-hid himſelf 
Jirom Saul-intheCave. This Cave was inthe Wil- _, 
2 derneſs of Ergediamong the broken Rocks where _ 
the wild Goats,inhabited, an obſcure atid deſolate ;, gu 12re- 
I hole; ,yet/even thither the Envy of Sax. purſued bar cintum 
-J him,{1 Sam. 24-12. And now he that had. been eſe 45 ex- 
$i long hunted as a Partridgeupon the Mountains, 7 wy 
ſeems tobe encloſed in the Net ; tor the place was 5% os 5 
- begirt with his Enemies, aud.having in this. place ulum effu- 
1480: out-let another way, and Sat himſelf entring gium pare- 
Jinto the mouth-of . this Cave, in: the ſides and 74%, 404 
Icreeks whereof he and his Men lay hid, and ſaw —_ 
Jhim;judge to how great an extremity.,and to what Th peri- 
Ja deſperate ſtate things where now brought: Well cutis fece- 
7 Might he ſay, as it is ver. 4. 4y ſoul is among Lyons, 74: : nuns 
Yard 1 lye even among them that are ſet on fire. What 9#99ue 44 
.Yhope. now remained ? What but. immediate De- ogy nw 
ſtruction. could be expected ? 4 in loce 
2, Yetthis frights him not out of bis Faith and 
LDuty,but betwixt the Jaws of Death he prays,and 
earneſtly addreſſes himſelf to God for Mercy, v.1. 
4 Ze merciful tome, O God, be merciful unto me, This 
umexcellent Pſalm was compoſed: by him, when there 
was enough to d;/compoſe the beſt man in the world. 
{4 1he Repetition notes both the extremity of the 
erdanger, and the'ardency of the Supplicant. Mer- 
ngey,Mercy ! Nothing but Mercy, and that exerting 
Ciit felf in an extraordinary way, can now fave him 
'agirom Ruine. 
3.The Arguments he pleads for obtaining Mer- 
1efcy 1a thus diſtreſs, are very conſiderable. 
9 (1. He pleads his reliance upon God, as an 
1: Ss B 2:4 Ars 


1 ] 
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yea in the ſhadow of thy Wings will I make "my refuge 


- po 
- 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
Argument to move Mercy. ' Be merciful to me, C 
God, be merciful unto'me, for my Soul truſteth un thee Þ 


until theſe Calamities be overpaſs, ver.. 1,. This hi 
truſt and dependance on-God, though it..be nol 
Argumentative in reſpect of the. dignity..of thi 
At ;, yet it is ſo. in reſpec, both of the nature of 
the Obje, a compaſſionate God, who will not ex 
poſe any that take ſhelter under his wings ; and 
in reſpe& of the Promiſe, whereby, ProteCtion .i&: 
aſſured to them that b] to him for SanQuary, 1/7 
26. 3. Thou wilt keep him #n per fef# Peace, whoſe mm 
is ſtayed on thee, becauſe be truſteth in thee. 'Th 
he encourages himſelf from the Conſideration af 
that God to whom he betakes himſelf. | | 
(2.) He pleads former experiences of his hel 
in paſt diſtreſſes, as- an Argument. encouraging, 
hope under the. preſent, ſtrait, wer. 2. 1. will 
unto God mot bigh, unto God that performeth al; 
things for me. 


In which Words I ſhall conſider Two Things, i 


J 


Y 
N 


1, The Duty reſolved upon, L. 
2. The Encouragement to that Reſolution. 

1. The Duty reſolved upon ; 7 will cry anto Godfy1 
Crying unto God, is an expreſſion that doth nogf, 
only denote Prayer, but tenſe and fervent Prayet;; 
To cry, is to Pray in'an Holy Paſſion ; and ſuc 
are uſually ſpeeding: Prayers, Pſalm 18.6. an 
Heb. 5. 7. | | 
2. TheEncouragements to this Reſolution, an{F 
theſe are Twofold. . by 


a - Objective, taken from the Soveraignty t« A 
od. #4. 

Subjective, taken from the Experience he hi, 
of his Providence. 1. Th 


The Wyffery of Pyovfbence. 
z, "The Soveraignty of God, Twill cry wito God 
moſt Hiph. Upon this he aQts his faith in Extremity 
pfdanger. Sau} is high, but God the moſt high; 
and without his Permiſſion, he is aſſured Sal can- 
OBor touch him. He had none to help; and if he 
1d, he.knew God muſt firſt help the helpers, or 
Fey cannot help him. He had nv means of De- 
XF-nce or eſcape before him; but the Moſt High is 
not limited by means. "This 1s a fingular. Prop to 
Faith, Pſalm 59. 9. 

2. The Experience of his, Providence hitherto : 
i 

1 


$nto God that performeth all Things for me. 
The word which we tranſlate| performethJcomes 


End perfected, the Agent then ceaſes and deſiſts 


niſhes the work. To ſuch an happy Uſue the Lord 
Math brought all his doubtful and difficult Matters 
PÞcfore ; and this gives him encouragement;that he 
vill ſtill be gracious, and perfed& that which con- 
erneth him now, as he ſpeaks, Pal. 138. 8. The 
Lord will per fet# that which concerneth me. 
The Septuagint renders it by 7% ivigymowrdue 
'0J\ho profiteth, or benefiteth me, And it is a certain 
1Fruth, that all the reſults and ifſyes of Providence 
/Ere profitable and beneficial to the Saints. But the 
Supplement in our Tranſlation well receives the 
*Emportance of the. place, Who performeth all things. 
Bud it involves the moſt ſtrict and proper notion 
Df Providence,which is nothing elſe but the perfor- 
nance of God's gracious purpoſes, and promiſes 
o his People And therefore Yatablus and Mus 
Pply and fill up the room which the conciſeneſs 
, Pt the Original leaves, withque promzſ2t, I will cry 
nt God moſt High, unte God that performeth 
11 B 3 the 


From a root, that ſignifies both to perfe#, and to #fccin, 
W354 or ceaſe. For when a bulinels is performed _ 


From working : He puts to the laſt hand, when he Buxtorf. 


Divine Condit : "Or, © 
the Things which he bath promiſed, Payment. :< the 
performance of Promiſes, Grace makes the Pro- ; 

[ 


F 
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miſe, and Providence the payment. ' \ 
* Piſcator fillsit with benigaitatens & miſericordiam 
ſuam, unto God that performeth his. Kindneſs and 
Mercy. But {till it ſuppoſes the Mercy performed. 
to be contained in the Promiſe. .Mercy is ſweet 
in the Promiſe, and much more ſo in the" Provider 
tial- Performance of it to us. . 
Caſtalio's Supplement comes nearer to ours, 7e- 
rum mearimn Tranſatagem,l will cry untoGod mo 
high, unto God the Tranſa@or of my Aﬀairs. * YE 
But our Ezgliſh,making out the ſenſe by an uni- 
verſal particle, is moſt fully agreeable to the ſcope 
of the Text.” For it cannot bur be a great encouz 
ragement to his Faith, that God had tranfaQed all 
things, or performed a! things for him; this Pro 
vidence that never failed him in afly of the. ſtrait: 
that ever he met with { and his Life was a Lite of 
many ſtraits) he might well hope it would no 
now fail him, thovgh this were an extraordinar S 
and matchleſs one. * TT | 
Bring we then our thoughtsa little cloſer to thi® 
Scripturegand it will give usa fair and lovely pro: 4 
ſpea of Providence. Be * 


tr © << to. 
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In its 1. Univerſal. 2. EffeFual. 3. Benefi g 
cial, 4. Encouraging Influence upon the Afﬀairy * 
and Concerns. of the' Saints. 

1. The expreſſion imports the Univerſal Int” 
reſt and Influence of Providence in and upon allth* 
Concerns and Intereſts of the Saints. 'It hath nof}* 
only its hand in this or that, but 7 all that con S 
cerns them. It hath its Eye upon every thin 1 
that relates to them throughout their Lives, fron 
brſt to laſt, Not only great,and more — _ { 


Y” | Lt eWebey *-vFR  t 
x The Myſtery IT + 411 adence. 
but. the,moſt minute and ordinary affairs of our 
Lives are tranſacted and managed by it. It touches 
all things that touch us, whether more nearly or 
remotely, NG; | 
- of... 2. It diſplaies the Efficacy of Providential Influ- 
4 Fences. Providence doth not only undertake, but 
WF performeth ] and perfeQs what concerns us. It 
- J£goes through with its deſigns, and accompliſheth 
TJ what it begins. No difficulty fo clogs it, nocroſs 
.Yaccident falls in its way, but it carries its deſign 
Ithrough it. Its motions are irreſiſtible and uvn- 
cantrolable, he performs it for us. _ _ 
3. And (which 1s ſweet to conſider) all its pro- 
pots and” iſſues are exceeding beneficial to the 
aiffts, It performs all things E for them ]. *Tis 
Jtrue, .we: often prejudge its works, and unjuſtly 
ccaoſure its deſigns, and under many of our ſtraits 
. Yand troubles we ſay, all theſe things are againſt us - 
S But indeed Providence neither doth, nor can do any 
Sthing that is really againſt the true Intereſt and 
820d of the Saints. For what are the Works of 
rovidence, but the Execution of God's Decree, 
-Yand the fulfilling of his Word ? And there can be 
Jno more in Providence;than is in them. Now there 
Jis nothing but. good to the Samts in God's Purpoſes 
and Promiſes; and therefore, whatever Providence 
aldoth in their Concernments, it muſt be ( as the 
| Text ſpeaks ). the per formance 7 all things for them. 
4-And if ſo, how-chearing, ſupporting, and encou- 
A742izg muſt the Conſideration of theſe things be in 
1a day es and trouble? What Life and Hope 
af willit infpire our Hearts and Prayers withal, when 
| great preſſures lie upon vs? It had ſucha chearing 
J influence upon the. Pſalms at this time, when the 
{tate of his affairs was to the eye of ſenſe and rea- 
\@ ſon forlorp,and deſperate: There was now but an 
d | B 4 hairs 


Divine "Couduc+ Or.,. | 
hairs breadth ( as we fay ) betwixt-him and ruine. 
A potent, enraged, and implacable Enemy.hady . 
driven him into the-hole of a Rock, and was come 
after him-into that hole, yet now/whilſt brs Soulss 
among Lyong,whileſt he liesin a'cranny of the Rock gu, 
expecting every moment to be drawn out-to death;FF- 
the Reflections-he had upon the gracious Perfor-J 
mances of the Moſt High for him, from the begin- 
ning to that moment,{upport his Soul, and inſpire 
hope and Life into his Prayers, 7 will cry unto' Goo 
moſt high, unto God that performeth all things for me. + 
The amount of all you have in this Docrinal 
Concluſion., 4; 


Do&. That it is the Duty of the Saints, eſpecially ml 
Times of ſtraits, to refle&® upon the Performances 
of - Providences , for #hem 11. all the: States, and 
through all the Stages of their Lives. 


The Church in all the works of Mercy,owns the 
band of God, Iſa. 26. 12. Lord, thou haſt wrought all 
our Works in ( or for.) #s. And ſtill it hath been 
the Pious,and-conſtant Practice of the Saints in all 
Generations, to preſerve.the memory of the more 
famous, and remarkable Providences that have be 
fallen them in their Times,asa precious Treaſure 
Tf thou be a Chriſtian indeed, T know thou baſt, if no 
in thy Book, yet certainly in thy Heart a; great mi 
precious Favours upon Record ;, the very remembrance 
and rehearſal of themis ſweeet : How much more ſweet 
was the attual enjoyment?Baxter's Saints Relt,p.768 
Thus Moſes by Divine DireQion wroteamemori 
al of that Victory obtained over Amalek as the fruit 
and return of Prayer,and built there an Altar witl 
this Inſcription Febowab Nifſ, The Lord my Banner 
Exod. 17. 14, 15. Thus Aoxdecas and Heſter tookſs, 


The Yyſtery of Pyovidence, 
all careto perpetuate the memory of that ſignal de- 
liverance from thePlot of Haman,by ordaining the 
Feaſt of Purim, as an Amiver ſary throughout every 
Generation,cvery Family cyery Province,and every Ci- 
e $+.ty;that thoſe days of Purim ſhould not fail from among 
the Jews, nor the memorial of them periſh from their 
®Seed, *Eſth. 9. 28. For thisend you find Pſalms 1n- 
dited;to bring to remembrance, P/al.70: the Title. 
Parents giving ſuitable Names to their Children, 
"dF ' that every time they looked upon them, they might 
, $ refreſhthe memory of Gods Mercies, r Sam. 1. 20. 
all The very places where eminent Providences have 

appeared, new named, upon no other deſign, but 
to perpetuate the memorial of thoſe {weet Pro- 
2 + vidences which ſo refreſhed them there : Thence 
es Bethel took its name, Gen, 28. 19. And that Well 
of Water where Hapar was ſeaſonably refreſhed by 
the Angel in her diſtreſs, Beer-la-haz-roz,the well of 
him that liveth and looketh on me, Gen. 16. 14. 
Yea, the Saints have given, and God hath aſſumed 
' to himſelf new Titles upon this very ſcore and ace 
count ; Abraham's Jchovab jirch, and Gideon's Fe- 
'. bovab ſhallum were aſcribed to him upon this rea- 
ſon. And ſometimes you find the Lord tiles hini- 
ſelf, The God that brought Abrabam from Ur of 
the Chaldees : Then'the Lord, God that brought 
them out of Egypt :"Then the Lord that gathered 
them our of the North Country : Still mindin 
themofthe gracious Providences which in all thoſe 
places he had wrought for them. 
Now there isa twofold Refleftion upon the Pro- 
vidential Works of God. 
1, One entire and full, in the whole Complex 
and perte& frame thereof. This bleſſed fight is re- 


rl ſerved for the perfe& ſtate. It is in that Mount 
ol of Gcd, where we ſhall ſee both the H/71derneſs and 
; | Ca- 


10 . Divine Condud-t-Or, - | 
When the Canaan: The glorious Kingdom 1nto which we are / 
Recordsof come, and+the way through which we were, led 
ho þ7 intoit. There the Saints ſhall have a, raviſhing 
expoſed to VIEW of that beautifal frame, and every part ſhall 
view, all be diſtinctly diſcerned, as it had its particularuſe,, 
the coun- and asit was connected with the other parts, and 
C—_— how effectually and orderly they all wrought to 
that pro- Þring about that bleſſed defign of their Salvation, 
found wiſ- according, to the Promiſe, Rom. 8.28. : And we 
dom look- know. that all things work together for good to them 
ed into 5 that love God, &c. For it. is certain, no Ship at. & 
how will it G-a keeps more exactly by the Compaſs which di- Þ_ 


2 
rage} rects-its courſe, than Providence doth byghat Pro- 


when it POULEY; 
ſhall be - miſe, which 1s its Cynoſura and Pole-ſtar. 


diſcerned, | 

Lo, thus were the deſigns laid : Here were theapt junftures' and ad- 
- mirable dependencies of things, which when atted upon the ſtage of 
Time, {cem'd (o perplext and intricate,' Howes Bleſſedneſs, P-. 76+ 


2.The other partial and umperfect in the way to 
Glory, where we only view itin its ſingle Acts, or 
at moſt, in ſome branches. and more. obſervable 
courſe of Actions. 

Betwixt theſe two is the fame difference, as. be- 
twixt the ſight of the diſ-jointed wheels and ſcat- 
tered pins of a Watch, and the ſight of the whole 
united in one-frane, and: working 1n one Or- | 
derly Motion: Or,betwixt an'tgnorant Spectators 
viewing ſome more obſervable veſſel or joint of a - 
diſſected Body; and the accurate Anatomiſt's dilſ- 
cerning the courſe of all the veins and arteries of 
the Body, as he. follows the ſeveral-branches_ of 
them through the whole, and plainly ſees thepro- 
per places, figure, and uſe of each, with thar.mu- 
tual reſpect to one another. -. | 

O how raviſhing and delefable a ſight ig that ! 
to behold: at one view the whole deſign of Provi- 

lence, 


d&f* 
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| dence, and the proper Place, and uſe of every £ 
fingle a&t, which we could not underſtand in this 
World : For what Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Job 1 3.7. 
is a5 applicable to ſome Providences in which we 
.are'now concerned, as it was fo'that particular 
Faction; What 7 do thou knoweſt not now,” but hereaf- 
q ter thou ſhalt know it, All the dark intricate puz- 
ling Providences at which we were ſometimes ſo 
ſtumbled, and ſometimes amazed, which we could 
* neither reconcile with the Promiſe, nor with each 
other; nay, which we fo, unjuſtly cenſured and 
bitterly bewailed, as if they had fallen out quite 
croſs to our happineſs : We ſhall then ſeeto be un- 
to, us, as the difficult Paſſage through the Wil- 
derneſs was unto 1frael, The right way to @ City of 
Habitation, Pſalm 107. 7. 

And-yet tho* our preſent Views and Reflections 
upon Providence be ſo ſhort and imperfect in com- 
pariſon of that in Heaven, yet ſuch as it is' under 
all its preſent diſadvantages, it hath fo much ex- 
cellency and ſweetneſs in it, that I may call it a 
little Heaven, or as Jacob called'his Bethel, the Gate 
of Heaven, *T1s certainly an high-way of walk- 
ing with God in this World, and as ſweet Com- 
munion may a Soul enjoy with him in his Providen- 
ces.as in any of his Ordinances. How often have the 
Hearts of its obſervers been melted into Tears of ruther was 
Joy, at the beholding of its wiſe and unexpectcd bold to 
Produfions! How often hath-it convinced them, preſcribe 
upon a ſober Recolletion of the Events of their war 
Lives, that if the Lord had left them to thar own gi, xije » 
Counſels, they had as often been their own Tor- baud dubiz 
mentors,if not Executioners? Into whatzand how banc ſapi- 
many fatal miſchiefs had they precipizated them- Timo 
ſelves, if Providence had been as ſhort ſighted as {;1;; 1... 
they ? They have piven'it their hearty thanks, for jm, nor 

\ conli- fiquex. 
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conſidering their [tereſt more than their /mportu- Þ 


zity, and not ſuffering them to periſh by their own 
deſires. | 
- The Benefits of adverting the Works of Provi- 
dence, are 'manifold and unſpeakable ; as 1n its 
place we ſhall ſkew you. ” But nor to entangle the, Þ. 
thread of the Diſcourſe, IT ſhall calt it into this Y:' 
Method. | 

Firſt, I ſhall prove, that the Concernments of 
the Saints in this World, are certainly conducted 
by the Wiſdom and care of ſpecial Providence; . - $ 

Secondly, 1 will ſhew you, in what particular 
Concernments of theirs this Providential Care is 
- evidenty diſcovered. wes 

Thirdly, That it is the Duty of Saints to ad- 
vert, and heedfully obſerve theſe Performances 
of Providence for them in all their Concern- 
ments. 


Fourtbly, In what manner this Duty is to be per- 
formed by-them. 
Fifthly, What ſingular Benefits reſult to them 
from ſuch Obſervations. 
And then apply the whole in ſuch Uſes, as of- 
from 


fer themſelves the Point. 
The firſt General Head, 

Firſt, Iſnall undertakethe Proofand Defence of 
this great Truth, That the Affairs of the Samtsin this 
World are certainly conduGed by the Wiſdom and Cate 
of ſpecial Providence. F4 

And herein Iaddreſs my ſelf with chearfulneſs, 
to perform ( asI amable) a ſervice for that Pro- 
vidence, which hath throughout my Life perform- 
ed all things for me, as the Text ſpeaks. 

Thereis atwofold Conſideration of Providence 
according to its twofold Objea, and Manner of ' 

Diſpen- 


F Diſpenſation; the one is;pereral, exerciſed about. 


$102 and ſpecial influence, Joh. 17. 2. The Saviour 
} of all Men, but eſpecially of them that believe, 1 Tim. 
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all Creatures, rational and irrational,;animate and 
inanimate; the other ſpeczal and peculiar. Chriſt 
hath an univerſal Empire. over all things, Epbe/. 
1..22, The Head of the whole World, by way of 
* Dominion'; -but an Head to the Church, by way of 


4. 10. The Church is his ſpecral care and charge; 
he rules the World. for its good, as an Head con- 
; {olting the welfare of the Body. 

- Heathens generally denied Providence, and no 
wonder. ſince they denied a God; For the ſame 
Ax guments that prove one, will prove the other. 
Ariſtotle the Printe of Heathen Philoſophers, could 
not by the utmoſt ſcarch of Reaſon, find out the 
Worlds Original, and therefore concludes, it was 
from Eternity. The Epicureans did in a fort ac- 
knowledge a God, but yet denied a Providence,and 
wholly excluded him fromany Intereſt or Concern 
in the Aﬀairs of the World, as being inconſiſtent 
with the Felicity and Tranquility oftheDivine Be- 
Ing to bedwerted and cumbered with the Care and 
labour, of Government. This Afſertion is ſo re- 
- pugnantto Reaſon, that it is a wonder theinſelves 
bluſh not at itsabſurdity; but 1 guels at the deſign, 
and-one of them ſpeaks it out in broad Language. 
Ttaque impoſuiſtts cerwicibus noſtris ſempiternum dom- 
' - 21m, quem dies & nottes timeremus. Quis enim non 
timeat omnia- providentem, © cogitantem, @ ani- 
 madvertentem, & omnia ad ſe pertinere putantem, 
carioſum & plenum negotis Dean ? Vell, apud Cicey. de 
Natura Deorum. They foreſaw, that the Conceſ- 
+fion of a Providence, would impoſe an Eternal | 
Yoak upon their Necks, by making them account- 
able for all they did to an higher Tribyual ; At 
tnar 


Ks 
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that they muſt neceſſarily paſs the time of their ſo-& 
| 4 hilt-al their Thoughts, Words F. 


journing herein fear,w s./ 
and Ways were ſtrictly Noted and Recorded, in 


order to an account by an-All-{eeingand righteous 
God : And therefore laboured to perſwade them- 
ſelves that was:not, . which they had no mind F 
ſhould be. Burt theſe Atheiſtical and foolh Cons 
ceits fall flat before. the undeniable Evidence .of: 


this ſo great and clear a Truth. . Now, -” 


My Buſineſs here, is-not {o.much to deal-with ' 
profeſſed Atheiſts, who-deny.. the Exiſtence of { 


God ; and conſequently. deride all Evidences 
- brought from Scripture, | of the extraordinary 
- Events, thatfall out infavour of that People that 


are called His : But rather-to convince thoſe, that F 


profeſſedly own all this” yet never having taſted 
Religion by Experience, ſuſpect at leaſt, that all 
theſe things which we call-/pecral Providences tothe 
Saints,are butnaturgl Events,or meer contingencies: 
And thus whilſt they profeſs to own a God, ,and 
a Providence, ( which Profeſſion is but the effect 
of their Education) they doin the mean Time live 


like Atheiſts ; and both think and a&, as if there* 
, were no ſuch things; And really I doubt, this is 
the Caſe of the far greateſt part of the Men of this 


Generation. — 
But if it were indeed ſo, that the Afﬀairs of the 


World in general, and more eſpecially thoſe of 


the Saints, were not conducted by Divine Provi- 


dence, but ( as they would perſwade us) bythe 


ſteady courſe of natural Cauſes: Beſide which, if 
at any Timewe obſerve agy event to fall out, it's 
meerly caſual and contingent, or that which pro- 
ceeds from ſome hidden and ſecret cauſe in Na- 


ture : If this indeed were ſo, let them that are 


tempted to believe it, rationally fatishe the fol- 
lowing demands. Firſt, 
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XY Firſt * Dem of 


How comes it to paſs; that ſo many ſignal Mer- 


cies and Deliverances have befallen the People of 


God, above the Power, and againſt the Courſe of 


* natural Cauſes:To make way for which,there hath 
"been' a ſenfible ſuſpenſion and ſtop put to the 
courſe of Nature ? It is moſt evident, that no na- 


tural Effe& can exceed the Power of its natural | 
Cauſe. Nothing can-give to another,more than it 


hath in it ſelf :- And it is as clear, that whatſoever 


as naturally;afsneceſſarily:Fire burns ad «ltimune 
ſu poſſe to the uttermoſt of its Power: Waters over- 
flow,and drown all that they can. Lionsand other 


 rapaciousand<cruel Beaſts;eſpecially when hungry, 


Tear and Devour their Prey : And for Arbitrary 
and rational Apents,they alſo actaccording to the 
Principles and Laws of their Natures. A wicked 
Man when his Heart is fully ſet in him,and his will 
ſtands in a full bent of Reſolution, will-certainly 
( if he have-Power in his Hand, and opportunity 
ta execute his conceived Miſchief ) give it vent, 
and- perpetrate the wicked Devices of his Heart : 


For having once conceived Miſchief,and trawailing 


'n Pain with it (according to the Courſe of Na- 
ture ) he muſt bring it forth, as it is Pſalm 7.14. 
But if any of theſe inanimate, brutal, or rational 


| agents, when there is no natural obſtacle or remora, 


have their Power ſuſpended, and that when the 
effet is near the birth, .and the deſign at the very 
article of Execution, fo that though they would, 
yet cannot. hurt ; to what think you is this to be 
aſſigned and referred? Yet fo it hath often been 
ſeen, where Gods intereſt hath been immediately 
concerned in the danger andevil of the Event. 


The Sea divided it {elf in its own Channel, and 
made 
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made a wall of Water, on each ſide, to give Gods 
diſtreſſed 1/racl a ſafe paſſage; and that not ins a! 

* How calm, but when the Waves thereof roared; *-as' 
_— It is //a. 51.15: The Fire when blown. up tothe 
PPYTY | 
put to it, Moſt intenſe and vehement flame, had-no Power to 
when, in- finge one hair of Gods faithful Witneſſes; when at 
ſtead of a the ſarhe inſtant it had Power to deſtroy their in- 
better.this tended Executioners at. a greater diſtance, Daz., 
RG 3. 22. Yea, wefind it hath ſome time been ſuffici- 
the turn. Ent to-conſume, but not-to torment the Body ; as 
That Mo-in that known inſtance, of bleſſed Baynebam, who 
fes taking told his Enemies, the flames were- to him. as a 
mY Bed of Roſes. The hungry Lions put off their na-. 
tow Wa- Lural fierceneſs, and became gentle.and harmleſs, 
unknown when Damiel was caſt among themfora prey. The 
to the E- like account the Church Story gives us of Polycarpe, 
rt and Dionyſ3us Arcopagita,whom the Fire would not 
2-7 *k- touch, but ſtood after the manner of a Ship-man's 


People Sail filled with the Wind about them. 


thereat : 
As if Moſes a ſtranger, were "better acquainted. there, than the 


Egyptian Natives. As and Moy. Vol. 1. p.'55. 
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Are theſe things according to the Courſe and! 
Law of Nature? To what ſecret natural cauſe can! 
they be aſcribed ? In like manner, we find the 
vileſt, and fierceſt of wicked Men, have been with-: 
held by an inviſible hand of reſtraint from injuring 
the LordsPeople. . By what ſecret cauſe in nature, 
was Feroboam's hand driedup, and made inflexible 
at the ſame inſtant it was ſtretched out againſt the 
Man of God?1 K32gs 13.4.Nowild Beaſts rend and' 
devour their Prey more greedily, than Wicked 
Men would deſtroy the People of God that dwell 
among them, were it not for this Providential re- 
ſtraint upon them. So the P/almiſt expreſles Ws b 

cale* 
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SY-caſe inthe words following my Text, My Sou! is 
$ among Lyons , andT lye among them that are ſet on 
fire. . The Diſciples were ſent forth as Sheep inro 
the midſt of Wotnes, Mat, 10.16. It will not avail 
in this caſe to object, Thoſe miraculous events 
depend only upon Scripture teſtimony, which the 
=} Atheiſt is not concluded by : for befide all that 
- may be alledged for the Authority of that teſti- 
- | mony (which isneedleſs toproduce ro men that 
S'Y own1t ) what is it Jeſsthart every _ ſees, or may 
D& fre at this day? Do we not behold a weak dc- 
a} fenceleſs handful of men, wonderfully ,”and ( ex- 
- | cept this way) unaccountably- preſerved from 
>» || ruine in'the midſt of potent, enraged and turbu- 
© || lent enemies, that fain would, but cannot deſtroy 
» | them ; when as yet, no natural umpedimentcan be 
CY affigned why they: cannot? 

Sf Andifthis poſe ns,/ what ſhall we ſay, when 
J we (ce events produced in the world for the good 
of Gods choſen, by thoſe very hands and means, 
which were intentionally imployed for their ru- 
ine > Theſe things are as much beſide the intenti- 
& ons of their enemies, as they are above their own 
expeCations; yer ſuch thingsare no rarities in 
"the world. as not the Envy of Joſeph's bre- 
thren, the curſed Plot of Haman, the Decree pro- 
cured by the envy of the Princes againſt Danzel, 
-$ with many more of the like narure, all curned by 
* | a ſecret and ſtrange hand of providence, to their 
| greater advancement'and benefit : their Enemies 
lifted cher up to all that honoar and prefermenc 
they had. 


WW 


Second Demand. 
How is it( if the Saints Concerns are not ordered 


by a ſpecial divine Providence )that natural cauſes 
| C unite 
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unite and aſſociate themſelves for their relief and be- 
nefit in ſoſtrange 4 manner as they are found to do? 
It is undeniably evident, that there are marvellous 
coincidencies of Providence, confederating and 
agrecing as it were, to-meet and unite ther(elves 
to bring about the good of GodsChoſen. There 1s 
a like facc of things ſhewing it ſelf in diyers 
places at that time, when any work for the good 
of the Church is come upon the ſtage of theF- 
world. As whenthe Mefizh the capital mercyF 
came to the Temple, then Simeon and Anna were 
broughtthither by Providence, as witneſlesto it. 
So in Reformation work, when the Images were 
pulled down in Ho/{and,one and the ſame ſpirit of 
zeal poſſeſſed them in every. City and Town, that 
the work was doncin a night. He that beedfully 
reads the Hiſtory of Joſeph's advancement to ' be 
the Lord ot Egypt , may number in that ſtory 
twelve remarkable afts or ſteps of Providence, 
by which he aſcended to that honour and autho-£ 
rity: it but one of them had failed, in all likelihood 
the Event had done ſo too: but every. one fell 
in its order, exattly keeping its own time and 
place. So in the Churches deliverance from the 
plot of Hamay, we find no leſs than ſeven aQs 
* of Providence concurring ſtrangely to produce 
it, as if they had all- mer by appointment and 
conſent, to break that ſnare for them : one thing 
ſo aptly ſuiting with, and making way for ano- 
ther,that every heedful obſerver muit needs con- 
clude, thiscannor be the cfke& of caſnality, but 
wile councel.. Even as in viewing the accurate 
ſtructure of the body of a man, the figure, poſi- 
tion, and mntual reſpects of the ſeveral members 
and veſlels, hath convinced ſome, ( and is {uffici- 
ent to convince all ) thatir was the ctte&t of di 
vine 
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The DByftery'of P2ovidence. 
vine Wiſdom and Power : in like manner, if the 
admirable © adaptatzon' of che means and in- 
ſtrumentsemployed for mercy to the People of 
God be heedtully conſidered, who can bur con- 
fels, that as there are tools of all ſorts and 
{izes in the ſhop of Providence : fo there is a 


moſt skiltul hand that uſes them, and that they 


- could no more produceſuch effettsof themſelves, 
= than the Ax, Saw, or Chiſell can cut or carve a 
: rude logs into a beautiful figure, without the 


hand of a skilful Artificer. 
We find by manifold inſtances.; that there 
certainly are ſtrong combinations, and predif- 


poſitions of perſons and things, -ro bring abour 
{ome_iſlue and defipn for the benefit of the 


Church. which themſelyes never chought of : 


they Mid no intelligence, communicate not _ 
their counſels to eachother , yet meet together, 


' and work together as it they did : which 1s, as it | 
-ten men ſhould all meet together at one place, 


and'in one hour, about one and the ſame bult- 
neſs, and that without any fore-appointment be- 
twixtthemſelves; cati any queſtion, but ſuch a 


meeting of means and Inſtruments is py, 
1- 


though ſecretly oyer-ruled by ſome Wile inv 
ble Agent? 


Third Demand. 

If the Concerns of Gods people be not go- 
verncd by ſpecial Providence, Whence ts it, that 
the mo#t apt and powerful means imployed to deſtroy 
them are rendered ineffettual, md weak contemptible 
means imployed for their defence and comfort, 
crowned with ſucceſs ? This could never be, it 
things were wholly ſwayed by the courle: of na- 


ture, If we judge by that rule, we muſt con- 
2 clude, 


Ats a4 inthe hundredrh part of the time worn them 
Mon.Y01.3, out. How ſoon was the Perfjan Monarchy ſwal- 
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. the Beaſt inall his dominions; ſo that the Holy 
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clude , the more apt ood powerfull the: means 
are , the more Aucceſsiul and- proſperous. they.” 
mult needs bes and where they are- inept, 
and contemptible, nothing can be expeCted from 
them : thus reaſon layes-it according to therules 
of nature 2 but Providence. crofles - its hands,-as 
Facob did in blefiing the Sons of Joſeph, and: or- 
ders quite contrary iſlues and. events. Such was 
the mighty power and deep policy uſed by - Pha+ 
raoh to deſtroy Gods 1/raet, that to the eye of 
reaſon, it was as impollible ro ſurvive it, as for 
crackling thornsto abide-unconſumed amid(t de- 
vouring flames ; by which Emblem, their mura- 
culous preſervation is expreſſed, Exod. J. 2. the: 
buſh was all in a flame, but no conſumptionofit. 
'The Heathen Roman Emperours, who made the" 
World tremble, and ſubduedthe Nations under 
them, have employedall their power and policy 
againſt the poor, naked, defenceleſs Church, to 
ruine it ; yet could not accompliſh it,Rev. 12. 3.4-Y* 
O the Seas of bloodthat Heathen Rome ſhed in the 
ten-perſecutions/ yet the Church lives, and when 
the Dragon gave his- power to the Beaſt, Rev. 
£] 2. (7 e.) the State of Rome became Anti- 
Chriſtian, O what ſlaughters have been made by 


Ghoſt repreſents him, as drunken with the blood |} | 
ofthe Saints, Rev. 17.6. And yet all will not do: | 
the gares (7.e.) the powers and -policies of Hell} | 
cannot prevail againſt it. How manifeſt is the care 
and power of Providence herein > Had half that 
power been 1mployed againſt any other people. it 
had certainly (wallowedthem up immediately;or 


lowed upby the Grecian, and that again by the 
Roman 


{ 
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Roman ? Dioclefian and Maximin iithe height 
of their perſecution found themſclyeshfo bafticd 
- # by Providence, thatthey both r the go- 
| | vernment, andlived as private men. Butin this 
; | wonderful preſervation God makes good that 
| promiſe, Jer. 30.11. though T make a full end of all 
" | Nations, yet will I not make a full end of Thee :and 
* ff chat inIfa. 54.17. no weapon formed againſt thee 
* & ſpall proſper. 
[Y 'Onthe contrary , how ſucceſsful have weak 
© | and contemptible meansbeen made for the good 
. 


of the Chureh? Thus inthe farſt planting of Chri- 
ſtianity in the world, by what weak and impro- 
bable inſtruments was it done? Chriſt did not 

# chuſe the eloquent Orators, or men of Authority 
| inthe Courts of Kings and Emperours, but rwelve 
rf poor Mechanicks,and Fither-men 3 and thele not 
/ {ent together in a troop,” but ſome to take one 
2. Countreyto conquer it, and ſome another : the 
»Y moſt riienious courſe (in appearance) for (ſuch 
c | a delignas could be imagined; and yet in how 
2} ſhort a time was the Goſpel ſpread , and the 
'. | Churches planted by them in the ſeveral King- 
- | doms of theworld?> T his the P/almift forelſaw by 
the Spirit of Prophecy, when he ſaid, Out of the 
mouth of Bibes and: Sucklings hait thou ordained 
ſtrength, ts fill the Enemy, aud the Avenger , 
Pſal. 8. 2. Artthe ſound of {Kams horns Fericho is 
delivered into the handsof Iſrael: (ee Foſh 6.20. 
By three hundred' men with their Pirchers and 
Lamps, the huge hoſt of Midian'. is diſcomfited, 
Fudpes 6.19. The Proteftants beſieged in Beziers 
im France aredelivered by a drunken Drummer, 
who going to his Quarters at midnight, rang the 
Alarm-Bell ofthe Town, not knowing: what he 
didz and juſt then were their enemics making 
= C --- has 
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their aſlzaltAnd as weak and improbable means 
have beenblefled with ſucceſs ro che Church -in 
general, {0 to the prefervation of its: particular 
members alſo. A Spider by weaving her web 
over the mouth of an Oven ſhall hide a ſervant 
of Chriſt, Du Moutin from his Enemies, whotook 
rctuge there in that Bloody Pariſzan Maſſacre. A 
Hen ſhall ſuſtain another many dayes at the ſame 
time, by lodging+her egg every day, in rhe 
place where he had hid himiclt from the Cut- 
throats. Examples might be eaſily multiplied 
in the caſe; butthe truth is too plain and obvt- 
ousto the obſervation of all ages to need them. 
And can webut acknowledge a divine and ſpecial 
Providence over-ruling theſe matters, when-we 
{ce the moſt apt and potent means for the Chur- 
ches ruine fruſtrated , and the moſt filly and 
contemptible means ſucceeded and proſpered for 
15 good ? 


Fourth Demand. l 

If all things be governcd by the courſe of na- 
ture, and force of natural cauſes, How then comes 
it to paſs, that men are turned ( like a bowle by a 
rub) out of the way of evil; unto which they were 
driving 0n with full ſpeed ? Good men have been 
engaged in the way totheir own ruine, and knew 
it not ; but Providence hath met them in the way 
and preſerved them by ſtrange diverſions, the 
meaning of which they underſtood not, till the 
Event diſcovered'it. Paullay bound at Ceſare, 
tne High Prieft and chief ofthe Fews requeſt Fe- 
fas, that he might be brought bound to Ferwſa-! 
em, having laid waitin the way to kill him :' 
but Fefus (though ingnorant ot the plot ) utterly 
refuſes it, but chuſes rather ro ga with them to 
Cefa- 


F 


ho 


The Yyftery of Pyovidenice. hg 
Ceſarea, and judge him there : by this rub, their 
bloody deſign is fruſtrated, 4#s 25.3, 4- 

Poſſidonias in the lite the Auguſtine, tells us, that Poſſd. in 
the good Eather going to teach the people of a % 48: 
certain Town, cook a Guide with him, to ſhew *#* ©? 
him the way; the guide miſtook the uſual road, 
and ignorantly fell into a by-path,by which means 
he eſcaped rune by the hands of the bloody Do- 
natifts, who knowing his intention, way-laid him 
to kill him in the road. 

And as memorable and wondertul are thoſe 
rabs and diverſions wicked men havemet with in 

'the way of perpetrating the evils conceived and 
inrended in their own hearts: Laban and Eſa ger. +1 
came againſt Jacob with miſchievous purpoſes; 24. 
but no1coner are they come nigh him,. but the 
ſhackles of reſtraint are immediately clapt upon 
them both, ſo that their hands cannot perform 
their enterprizes. Ba/aum runs greedily for re- 
ward to curſe Tſrae/; but meets with an unexpc- 
ed check at his very -our-ſer, -and though tht 
ſtopt him not, but he effay'd every way to do 
them miſchief, yet ,he ſtill finds himſelf fetrer'd 

by an eftectual bond of reitraint, that he can no 
way ſhake off; Numb.22.25, 36.  Saulthe High- 
Prieſt's Blood-hound, breaths out threatnings 
againſt the Chu-ch, and goes with a bloody com- 
miſſion towards'Dama1ſeus, to halcthe poor flock 

of Chriſt tro'the {laughter; bur when he comes 
nigh the place, he meets an unexpected ſtop in 
the wav, by which the mitchict is not only di- 
yerted, bur himſclt converted 10 Chriſt, As. 9. 
1,2, 3.4. Who can butlec the finger of God tt 
theſe things? 
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Fifth Demand. =. | 
If there be not an over-ruling Providence or-1p 
dering all things for the good of Gods People, 
How comes it to paſs, that the good and evil which 1s 
done to them in this World, is accordingly repaid mto\ 
the Boſoms of them that -are inſtrumental th:rein ? |} 
1, How. clear is it to every Mans Obſervation, 
that the Kindneſſes and Benefits any have done-£0iF 
'the Lords People, have. been rewarded with full 
Meaſure into their Boſoms ? The Egyptian Mid- 
nives refuſed to/obey. Pharaoh's inhumane come: 
mand, and faved the Male Children of 1frael; 
| For this the Lord dealt well with them,..and B- 
built them Houſes, Exod. 1. 21. The Shunamate 
' was hoſpitable, and careful for Ekſha, and God, 
recompene&d it with the deſirable-enjoyment -of: 
a Son, 2 Kings 4.9, 17. Rabab hid the Spies, 
and was exempted from the common Deſtruction 
for it, Heb. 11. 31, Publixs the chief Man of the; 
Iland Mela, courteouſly . received and lodged: 
Paul after his Shipwrack: The Lord ſpeedily re- 
paid him for that Kindneſs, and healed his Fa- 
ther, who lay ſick at that Time of a Bloody. Flux 
; .5 -, vr. 4nd Feaver, Ads 28. 7,8. 
5.0% Inlike manner, we find the evils done to Gods 
ad noftram People have been repaid, by a juſt Retribution 
uſque me- tO their Enemies. 
moriam vER ; 
perourraimus biſtorias, infignia divine ultionis in peccatores accurrent itts. 
dicia, Alftedii Nat. Theol, p. 196. 


Pharaoh and the Egyptians were cruel Enemies: 
to Gods Jſrael, and Jelaned the ruine of their. 
Poor Innocent Babes; and God repaid it, in: 
{miting all the firſt-borg of Egypt in one Night, 
Ex09, 12.19, , Haman 


- The Wyſtery of Providence. 
 MHaman erected a Gallows fifty Cubits high for 

good Mordecai, and God {o ordered it, that him- 
r=} {cf and his ten Sons'-were hanged on it. And 
e,\f indeedit was but meet, that he ſhould eat the 
is'f] fruit of- that tree which himſelt had planted, 
toll Efher 7.10, 

# Abhitophel plots agailt David, and gives coun- 
1. cel like an Oracle, how to procure his fall ; and 
oY that very counſel, like a ſurcharged Gun, recoils 
8 upon himſelf, and procures his ruine- for ſeeing 
his gbod councel reje&ed, (good politically, not 
morally;) it was now cafle for him to gueſs at the 
1 iſſue, and foat his own fate, 2 Sam."t7. 23. 

| Charlesthe Ninth moſt inhumanely made the 

very Canals of Paris to ſtream with Proteſtant 
| blood, and foon after he died miſerably , his 
blood-ſtreaming from all parts of his bMy. 

Stephen Gardiner, that burnt ſo many of Gods 
dear ſervants to aſhes , was himſelf ſo ſcorched 

F& up by. a'terrible inflammation, that his very 
& tongue was black and hung out of his mouth 
on in dreadtul torments ended his wretched 
ayes. 

Maximinus that cruel Emperour , who et forth 
his Proclamation engraven in Brals, for the utter 
aboliſhing of the Chriſtiarf Religion, was ſpeedi- 
1 & ly ſmitten like Herod, with a dreadful judgement, 

ſwarfns of Lice preying upon his Entrails, and 
cauſing ſuch a ſtench, that his Phy/icians could nor 
endure to come nigh him, and for refuſing it were 
ſlain. Hundreds of like Inſtances might cafily 


be produced, to confirm this Obſervation. And 
who can but ſee by theſe things, that verily there 

"'Þ #5 4 God that judgeth inthe Earth? ©, 
'Y Yea, ſocxatt have been the retributions of Pro- 
| videnge to the Enemies of the Church, that _ 
| only 


* 
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only the ſame perſons, but the ſame -membe 
that have been the inftruments of miſchief, ha\ 
been made the ſubjettsof wrath. $2Ns Fc 

The ſame Arm which FJeroboam [{tretched ouFri 
to ſmire the” Prophet, God ſmires. "The Empeyc 
rour Aurelian when he was ready to {ublctibeche» 

Euſeb.1. 7. Edith for the ' perſecution of the Chriftians, waa, 

cap. 29- ſuddenly crampt in his Knuckles, that he could ne " 
write. | | 

Mr. Greenhill in his expoſition upon Exthf : 
I1. 13. tells his Auditory, that there wasonethelfa! 
preſent in the Congregation, who was an eye 
witneſs ofa Woman {ſcoffing at another fag pu 
rity. and holy walking , who had her tong 
ſtricken immediately with the Palfie, and diet 
thereof within two days. Bio | 
Henrfhe Second of France in a great rage 
againſt a Proteſtant Counſellor, commirted him toff 
the hands of one of his Nobles ro be impriſoned{t 
and that with theſe words, that he would ſee him 
burned with'his own eyes : but mark the righteoug 
Providence of God; within a few dayes after, theſſ< 
{ame Noble man, witha Lance pur into his handy" 
by the King, did at a Tilting match run the ſaidP 
King into one of his eyes, whereof he dyed. V 
Yea, Providence hath made the very place off © 
{inning, the place of puniſhment, 1 King. 21. 19. 
In the place where Dogs licked the blood of Naboth © 
ſhall Dogs lick thy blood : and it was cxaCtly ful- 
filled, '2 Kings 9g. 26. Thus Tophet is made'a bus 
rying place for the Jews, till there was' no room 
to bury ; and that, was the place where they had 

oftered up their Sons'to Aoloch , Jer. 7.31, J% 

The Stary of Nightinga/e is- generally known 

which Mr. Fox relates, how he fell ont-of the 

Palpit and brake his neck, whilſt he was abuling 

that Scripture, 1 John 1, 10, And 
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And thusthe'Scriptures are made good by Pro- 
(dence, whoſo diggeth a pic ſþall fall theremn,and 
ethat rolleth a ſtone, it ſhall return upon him, 


WProv. 26.27. and Matth.7. 2, with what mealure 
you metc, it ſhall be meaſured to you again. 
hd. If any ſhall yer ſay, Theſe things may fall out 


aſually ; That many thouſands of the Churches E- 
remies have dyed in peace, and their end been like 


ther men. 


: Weanſwer with 4ugyſtine, If no fin were pu- 


eniſhed here, no Providence would be believed ; 
and if every (in ſhould be puniſhed here, no Judgc- 
uWnent would be expetted. Bur, that none may 
Mhink theſe Events to be meerly caſual and acci- 
-Wdcntal, we yer turther demand. 


Sixth Demand. 
- If theſe thingsbe meerly caſual, How is it that 


Mthey ſquare and agree ſo exatly with the Scriptures 
lh 72 all particulars ? 


ercad, Amos 3. 3. Can two walk together ex- 


cept they be agreed ? It two men travel in one 
jo road, it's like they are agreed to go to the fame 
dM place. Providences and Scrigtures go all one 


_— 


fin td 7” 4 3 


way : and ifthey ſeem at any time to go diverſe 
or contrary ways; be ſure, they will meet at the 
journeys end, Therc is an agreement betwiXt 
them ſo todo. 

Doth:God miraculouſly fuſpend the power of 
natural Cauſes, as in the fir# demand was ope- 
ned? Why, this is no. accidental thing , but 
what harmonizeth with the word , Iſa. 43-2: 
When thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with 
thee, and through the rivers, they ſhall not overflow 
thee. When thou walltf through the fire, thou (halt 
he be burnt , neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
thee, | ®) 
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Do natural Cauſes unite and affociate. themis” 
ſelvesfor the good of Gods: people? Why. chif® 
is no more: than what is contained-in the Prof 
miſes, and is but the fulfilling of thar Scriprure$* 
I Cor. 3. 22.' All is yours, for ye are Chrifts 
( i.e.) the uſe , benefit and ſervice- of all-rhi 
Creatures isfor you, as your need ſhall require. * 

Are the moſt apt and powerful means em} 
ployed for their ruine fruſtrated > Who can buf 
ſeethe Scriptures fulfilled in, and expounded. bi 
ſuch Providences > See Iſ2.45. 15, 16, 17. an; 
re 9, Io... expound by 2 Kings "18. 1; 

eq, -" M 
See you at any time a rub of Providence diffi 
verting thecourſe ofgood men from falling int 
evil, or wicked men from committing evil; hoy 
loudlv do ſuch Providences proclaim the truth 
and certainty of the Scriptures, which , tell us 
That the way of man is not in himſelf, neither is 1 
in him that walks to dire@ his fteps, Jer. to. 23.and 
that in Prov. 16. 9. 4 mans heart deviſeth his wa ti 
but the Lord diretteth his fteps. Wo 

Do you ſce.adequate retributions made -taf.. 
thoſe that injure or befriend the people of God} 
Why, when you ſee all the: kindneſs and love 
they have ſhown the Saints returned with anfſ,; 
Overplus into their boſoms > how is it poſhblegſ v, 
but you muſt ſee the accompliſhment of: theldf i: 
Scriptures in ſuch Providences > Ifa. 32.822 Cor. 
9. 6. The kberal ſoul deviſeth liberal things , ant 
by liberal things he ſhall ftanid. Fae 

And when you ſee the evils men havedone, of 
intended to do to the Lords people, recoiling 
upon themſelves ; he is pexjety blind, that ſec 
not the harmony {uch Providences bear. with 
theſe Scriptures, Pſal, 149, 11, 12. Pſal. 7.14 
15, 16. Pſal. 9. 16, Q 


OO 1 4 << © 


Y.. @The Oyſteryof P2odivence. 

FO what .exa& eyartions do Providences and 
Scriptures hold! little do Men take notice of it. 
Why did Cyrxs contrary to all rules of State Poli- 
&y freely diſmiſs the Captives, but to fulfil that 
Scripture, ſa. 45. 13. So that it was well ob- 
Served by One, That as God hath: ſtretcht out 
Whe Expanſumor:Firmament over the natural; ſo 
he. hath ftretcht.out his Word over the rational 
World. And as the Creatures on Earth are in- 
Wuenced by . thoſe Heavenly Bodies, ſo are all 
WCreatures in the World influenced by the Word, 
Jo Se infallibly fulfil it, when they deſign to 
Mcrols it, 


F. Seventh Demand. 
Y 1f theſe Things be Contingent, How is it that 
Whey fall out in ſuch-remarkable nicks and - juntFures 
Wof time, which makes them ſo greatly obſervable to 
” Mall that conſider them. 
= We find a multitude of Providences ſo timed 
to a Minute, that#had-they fallen out- never ſo 
little ſooner or later, they had ſignified but lit- 
YFitle what now they do. Certainly, it cannot be 
Fcaſualy, but counſel, that fo exactly nicks the op- 


: : ' Contingen- 
J portunity. Contingencies keep to no Rules, NE... 


| aſtimanda 
Y eſt © cauſis proximis, ſecundis, ©5 particularibus, non & cauſa prima, © uni» 
verſali, reſpettu cujus nibil comirgens eft, ſed omnig, neceſſaria, nec:ſſuaze 
on immutabilitatis non cauſe, Wendelin. Theol. p. 13. 


How remarkable to this Purpoſe, was the ti- 

| dings brought to Saul, that the Philiſtines had in- 
vaded the Land ? 1 Sam. 23. 27. juſt as he was 

oy ready to graſp the Prey. The Angel calls to 
ON Abrabam, and ſhewsqhim another Sacrifice, juſt 
when his hand was giving the fatal ſtroke to J/aac, 
Gen. 


Divine Tondi2t'Or, 
Gen. 22.10,11. A Well of Water is diſcovert 
to Hagor, juſt when ſhe hadeft the Child, as n 
able to ſee its Death, Ger.21, 16,19.. Rabſhak 


| meets with a blaſting Providence, hears'a Ralf 
* mour that fruſtrated' his Deſign, juſt when reads! 


to give the ſhock againſt Jeruſalem, Iſa, 27. 7, 
So when” Hamar's Plot againſt the Jews was rip 


and all things ready for Execution ; ' O» that Nig ) 


could not the King ſleep, Eſth.6. 1. When 
horns are ready to gore Judah, immediately Caf 
penters are prepared to fray them away," Zech. 


18, 19, 20, 21. How remarkable was the Relig ; ; 


of Rochel by a Shoal of Fiſh that came into” this 
Harbour, when they were ready to periſh wit 


Famine, ſuch as they never obſerved before, nc 
after-that Time, Mr. Dod could not go to Bel 
one Night, but hath a ſtrong impulſe to Viſit 
( though unſeaſonably) a Neighbour Gentlemay 
and juſt as he came, he meets him at his Doon 
with an Halter in his Pocket, juſt going to hang 
himſelf. Dr. Tate and his Wife in the /riſþ R 
bellion, flying through the Woods with a Sucking! 
Child, which was juſt ready to expire ; the Mok 
ther going to. relt it upon a Rock, puts her hand 
npon a bottle of warm Milk, by which it wa 
—_ A good Woman ( from whoſe Mouth 
received it) being driven to a great Extremi: 
ty, all ſupplies failing, was exceedingly plunged 
into unbelieving Donbts and Fears, not ſeeing 
whence ſupplies ſhould come ; when lo! 1in' the 
nick of Time, turning ſome things in a Chelt, un- 
expettedly lights upon a Piece of Gold, which 
{upplied her preſent wants, till God opened ano- 
ther Door of ſapply. If theſe things fall out 
caſually, how is it, they aþſerve the very nick ol 
Time fo exaRtly ? As that it is become mee 
? 
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Sbial in Scripture, Ger. 22. 14. In the Mount of the 


F" : Eighth Demand. 
$.. Laſtly, Were theſe things caſual and contingent, 
ww car it be, that they ſhowld fall ont ſo immeas- 
ztely upon, and confonantly to the: Prayers of the 
Samts 2? "So that in'many Providences, they are able 
o diſcern a- very clear anſwer to their Prayers, and 
fl are ſave they bave the Petitions they asked of him, 
t John'5. 15. 
-M.-T hus. when the Sea divided it ſelf, -juſt upon 
HJFaels.cry: to Heaven, Exod. 14.10. When fo 
Whgnal a Victory is'given to Aſa, immediately up- 
on that Pathetical cry to Heaven, Help us O Lord 
off 07: God, 2 Chron. 14. 11,12. When Abitophel 
MJ {ball go and: bang himſelf, juſt upon- that Prayer 
of diſtreſſed Dawid, 2 Sam, 15.31. When Haman 
J ſhall fall and his Plot be broken, juſt upon the 
MY Faſt kept by Mordecas and Heſter, Eſth. 4. 16. 
JF Our own Speed, in his Hiſtory of Britain, tells us, 
Al that Aichard the Firſt beſieged a Caſtle with his 
ol Army, they oftered to-ſurrender, if he would 
108 ave their Lives; he refuſes, and threatens to 
2d bang them all : Upon this an Arbalaſter charged 
£ his Bow with a ſquare Arrow, making firſt his 
- Prayer to God, that he would direct the ſhort, 
a0 and deliver the Innocent from Oppreſlion ; it 
| {truck the King himſelf, whereof he dyed, and 
lf they were delivered. Abrabam's Servant prayed 
n.þ for ſucceſs; and ſee how it was anſwered, Ger. 
ll 24- 45- Peter was caſt into Priſon, and Prayer 
of FaS-made for him by the Church, and fee the 
uh Event, 4s 12.5,6,7,12, I could eaſily add 
oj £0 theſe, the wonderfyl Examples of the return 
0 of Prayers which was obſerved in Luther, and 
Dr. 
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Dr. Winter in Ireland, and many more ; _ but 
judge it needleſs, becauſe ryoſt 16 
a ſtock of Experience of their own, and are” 
aſſured, that many of the Provid 
them are, and can- be no other than” the etur 
of their Prayers. 

And now who can be diſſatisfied in this Point 
that wiſely conſider theſe things? Muſt we no | 7 
conclude as it is, Job 36.7. He withdraweth nf 
his Eye from the Righteous : And as 2 Chron, 16. off 
' The Eyes of the Lord run to and fro through th « 
whole Earth, to ſhew bimſelf ſtrong m the cone © 
them whoſe Heart is perfet} towards him, - His P 
- vidences proclaim him to be a God hearii 
Prayers. 


— 


The Second General Head. A) 


Having proved, That the Concernments -olf 
the Saints in this World, are certainly con 
ducted by the Wiſdom and Care of fſpecial# 
Providence; my next Work is to ſhew you, AF 
what Aﬀairs and Concerns of theirs, the Providencll + 
of God doth more eſpecially appear ; or what are thafp\ 
moſt remarkable performances of Providence for then | 
in this World. 

And hereI am not led directly by my Text, 
ſpeak of the moſt Internal and Sparitual PerdÞu: 
ormances of Providence, immediately relatingf* 
to the Souls of his People ; though they all reÞP 
late to their Souls mediately and eventually ; but 
. of the more viſible and external Performancegg$fr 
of Providence for them: And it is not to beffic 
ſuppoſed, I ſhould tonch all theſe neither; they 
are more than the Sands; but that which 1 aim{þ 
at, 15 to Diſcourſe to you lomo more uy Fr 

an 


The-W inter of Provideſice. | 
1d. more- obſervable performances of Proyi- 
lence "for. you. "And. we ſhall begin at the 
ZLNDIDg,. i | | 
- The firſt Performance of Providence. 
WH : | 4 I. | 
And Z#/}, Let-us confider, how well Ptovi-Providen- 


ence hath performed the firſt Work that;ever tial Per- 


Jid for us; "in our.Formation and Protedion in the formances 
; in our for- 


” 
, 
bu 


orb. Certainly, this'1s a very glorious and ad-,.. 
rable. Performance; "it's that the P/almiſt ad- anaprote- 
res, Pfalm-139. 15. My Subſtance was not hid &ion in 
wm thee, when 1 was made 12 ſecret, and curt- the womb: 
Wy wrought in the lower Parts of the Earth. 
Whe Womb. is fo called upon this account, be- 
auſe as curious+ Artilts, when they -have ſome 
Whoice. Piece in Hand, perfe& it in Private, 
Sind then, bring it 'into , the Light. for all to 
Saze at; ſo it. was here. And there are two 
Mfhings admirable in this performance of Pro 
dence for us. 
+. The rare Structure and excellentCompoſition 
b&Þi/the Body ; 1 am wonderfully made; that Word ai-typhors 
Rbampti—— is very full. - The Vulgar renders « 2cupi- 
Mt, painted as with a Needle, (5. e.) richly Em- #0ious tt 
Wroidered with Nerves and Veins. Oh the curi- opere Lys 
rÞus Workmanſhip that 15 in that one part the Eye!$,n:: oh 
10; hath it forced ſome to acknowledge. a God rarus eft + | 
e&pon the Examigation of it! Providence, when dominus #1 
tt went about this Work, had its model or pat-94ere, 
Fern before it, according to which it molded ned 
heErery part, as itis, Yer. 16. In thy Book were all my 
efFembers written, +Haſt thou an integral Perfe&ti- 
imPit and fulneſs of Members ? It is becauſe he 
al$frote them all in his Book, or Itmned out thy 


ad D Body, 


*Divine Conduct © 


Body according to that exact. mode which 
drew of thee in_his own- gracious purpoſe, be 
fore thou hadſt a'Being : Had an Eye, an Ear, 
Hand, aFoot been wanting in the Platform,” thoffſi 
hadſt now been ſadly ſenſible of the'defe&t :* Thif-: 
World had been-but a Dungeon to thee; withoul 
thoſe Windows: Thou hadſt uived,as many do;aWI 
Objet, of Pity ta others: If thou have! lo " þ 
Thoughts of this Mercy, ask the Blind, the Dea 
the Lame and the Dumb, the valve and worth « 
thoſe Mercies, and they will tell thee. There: 
a World of coſt beſtowed upon thy very Bod 
Thou © mighteſt', have been caſt 1nto anothally 
in wo '”* Mould, and Created a Worm or a Toad. ref 
Pracept. member Luther tells us of two Cardinals, riding} 
There are 11 great pomp to the Council 'of Conſtance, anc 
ſome by the Way they heard a Man in the Fields bitter 
members Jy weening, and . wailing: When they came” t 
—_ him, they found him intently viewing-an. ugli 
the Liver, T oad : and asking him, why he wept ſo bitter 
Heart and he told them, his Heart was melted with--th 
Brain, in Conſideration, that God had not made him ſuc 
thcle are a toathſome and Deformed Creature ; hoc eſt qua 
placedthe © 
natural, amare fieo, faid he: Whereupon one> of. ther 
vital and Cres Out, Well aid the Father, Surgunt indod 
animal @'  rapient Celum, The unlearned will riſe an 
Spirits; take Heaven, and we wivh all-our Learning ſhall 
wn be calt into Hell, No part of the Common Lu 
carried by Ys ſo figured and poliſht . as Mar is. Galt 
the Veins, SaVCe Epicurus an hundred Years Time to imagir 
Arteries 4 more commodious Scituation, Configuration, dilfh 
& Nerves. I: 
The Veins carry the natural Spirits from the Liver, the Arteries F þ 
vital Spirits from the Heart, the Nerves the animal Spirits from th 
Brain : Other members are official as the hands and feer : The Superh 


- cur doth rule the Inferiour, and the Iaferiour ſupport the SUPETIOU. P, 
In FRI haſt thou made them all, | 


con 


FL”. The Yyſtery of P2ovidence. 
F@ompolition of any one member ofa humane bo- 
dy. Andifall the Angels had ſtudied to this 
day, they could not have caſt the body of war 
XWinto-a more curious mould, 
8.2. And ycrtall this is but the enamelling of the 
Caſe; or poliſhing! the Casker wherein the rare 
:aWewel lics. Providence hath not only built the 
Mhouſe, but brought che Inhabitant (I mean the 
ſaw!) . into the poſleſhon of it. A glorious 
Spice it- is, that bears: the very Image of God 
Wuopon it; being all inall,and all in every part. How 
noble are its Faculties and AfﬀeCtions2 How 
Jumble, various and idctarigableare irs Motions? 
SHow comprehenſive 1s its Capacity? It's a Com. 
Shyanion for Angels, nay, capable of Eſpoufals to 
WChrif, and eternal Communion with God. Irs 
the Wonder of Earth, and the Enyy.of Hell. 
#/Suppoſe now (and why ſhould you not ſup- 
pole , what you ſo frequently behold in the 
world >) that Providence had fo permitted and 
brdered ir, that thy ſoul had entred into thy 
body with one or two of its faculties wounded 
«and defeftiye : Suppoſe its Under#anding had 
been crackt: what a miſerable life hadſt thou 
ved in "this world ? neither capable of ſervice 
nor corrfort. Andtruly, when I have con{idered 
Sthoſe works of Providence, in bringing into. the 
orld ir all Countreys and Ages ſome ſuch ſpe- 
'FQacles of pity ; ſome deprived of the uſe of rea- 
fon, and differing from Beaſts, in little more than 
Shape and figure; and others, though found in 
Wtfbeir underſtandings, yer deformed or detective 
11 their bodies, monſtrous, mifhapen and loath- 
ome Creatures; I can reſolve the deſign of this 
fFProvidence, into nothing beſide a demonſtra- 
| LD. tion 
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tion of his Sor Gllgn power: except” they bel 
deſigned as foils, to ſet off the. beauty 'of other} 


rare and exquiſite pieces, and intended to ſtand} 
before your eyes, as Monitors of Gods mercy 
to you, that your hearts { as oft as you beheld} 
them) might be melted into thankfulneſs for dis 
ſtinguiſhing favour tro you. 


Look then ( but not proudly) upon thy 'outs 
fide and infide, ſee and admire what Providence 
hath done for thee, and how well 'it hath pers 
formed the firſt ſervice that eyer it did for thee 
in this world. And yet, this was not all it - dic 
for thce, before thou ſaweſt this world, Tr pre 
ſerved thee, as well as formed thee in the womb 
elſe thou had{tbeen as thoſe Embryo's Job ſpeak 
of, Job 3. 11, 12.that never ſaw; the: light. bor 
tives go for nothing 1n the- world,” and.there are 
multitudes of them, ſome that never had a reaY-- 
fonable ſoul breathed into them; bur only theft 
rudiments, and rough draught of body : thell# 
come not into the account of men, bur periſh at 
the Beaſt doth. Others that dye in, or ſhortlf© 
after they come out of the Womb: and thougl8: 
theirlifke was but for a moment; yet that mo|m: 
ment entails an Eternity upon them : and haC 
this been your caſe, as itis the caſe of -Millionfvi 
rhen ( ſuppoſing your ſalvation )-yet had 'yoilo1 
been utterly unſerviceable to God .in the world: 
None had been the berter for you, nor you thiÞ: 
better. for any in the world. You had: been ut: 
terly uncapable of all that good which throughtth 
our your lite you haye cither done to others, offjot 
received from others. | p 

And it we conſides the nature” of that obſcunot. 
like welived in "the womb; how ſmall an _ ha 
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JF... _ The PYyltery of ]Novidence. 
*# dent ( badit been permitted by Providence ) had 
F extinguiſhed our life, like a Bird inthe ſhe > We 
J cannor-theretore but admire the tender care: of 
4 Providence over us, and fay with the Pſalmi}, 
8:Pſal. 139. 13. Thou haſt covered me inmy Mothers 
# wor2b: and nor only ſo, bur as it is, Plal. 22. g. 
© Thou art he that took me out of my Mothers womb. 
te preſerved thee there-to the fulnels of time, 
2] and when'that time was come, brought thee 
2 fafcly through manitold hazards, into that place 
id in the world which he from Eternity elpicd for 
thee, Which lcads usto the ſecond performance 


The Second Performance of Providence, 


c II, 
. The ſecond great performance of Providence, for Providen- 
Of the people of God, reffetts the place, and time fo _ 
Wir which it ordered- their Nativity to fall. And yo wo. 
Miculy, this is no{mall cortcernmentto eycry one ſpet to 
I of vs, . but of vaſt conſequence, either tro our the time 
good or evil, though it be: little minded by moſt 2nd place 
W men. am perſwaded, the thoughts of few ho 
Chriſtians penetrate deep enough into. this Pro- © © 
yidence, but {lide too {lightly and ſuperficially 
Wover an Abyſsof much mercy, rich and manifold 
mercy wrapt up 1n this gracious performance of 
Providence for them. W | 
- Ahfriends! @n you think it an indiferent 
lIthing, into what part of the World: the womb 
pf Nature had .caſt you out? Is there no odds, 
| pon what ſpot of the Creation, or.in what Age 
goi the World your lot had fallen? It may be you 
AMhbavenot ſeriouſly berthought your ſelves abour 
this: matter, And becapſe this Point is ſo {e]- 
"Wh D 3 dom 
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dom toucht, I- will thertfore dive a liale mor! 
particularly and diſtintly into it, and endeaF? 
vour to warm your aftetions with a repreſents: . 
tion ofthe many and rich benefits you owe rd 
this one performance of Providence for you. & þ 
And we will conſider it under a double reſped { 
orrelarion, as it reſpects your preſent * comfort ; 
in this world, and as it relates to your eterna 
happineſs in the world ro come. | | 
i. This performance of Providence for you,dotlfif 
very much concern your preſent comfort in thi ] 
world. All the rooms in this great houſe ati : 
not alike pteaſantand commodious for the InhaY 
bitar.ts of it. You read P/al. 74. 20. of the dar 
places of the Earth, which are full of the habitation 
of cruelty : and many ſuch diſmal places are tounh 
inthe habitable Earth. W hart avaſt tract of th 
world lies as a waſte Wilderneſs p 
Suppoſe your Mothers had brought you fort 
in America, among the Salvage Indians, who her 
together as brute beaſts; are {corched whith heat 
and ſtarved with cold; beivg naked , deſtitud; 
and defcnceleſs. How poor, miſcrable and uns 
provided of Earthly comforts and accommodat ( 
ons, are many Millions of the Inhabitants of rhi 
world 2 What mercies do you enjoy in reſpe& 
of the amznity, fertility, temperature and ciyh 
lity of the place of your habiration > What is MW; 
but a Garden incloſed out ofa Wilderneſs 2, 
may withour partiality or vanity ſay, God hat 
( even upon temporal accounts ) provided yolth 
with one of the healthfulleſt, pleaſanreſt, and Wſſ 
allreſpeCts, the beſt furniſhed room in all rl 
great houſe of this world. | Hear - what ot 7 
own Chronicter ſaith ofit, It is the fortunat 


- The Myſtery of-]Novidence. 39 
Ihand, the Paradiſe of pleaſure. the Garden of God 5 es a's 
Whoſe V alleys are like Eden, whoſe Hills are as Le- a 
"Ybanon; whoſe Springs are as Pilgah . whoſe Rivers 
Mare as Jordan, whoſe Wallis. the Ocean, and whoſe 
I mr is the Lord Jehovah. 
+ You are here providedot neceſſary and com- 
WM fortable accommodations for . your bodies, that 
2 great part of the world arc unacquainted with. 
"Wilt 15 not withthe pooreſt among us, as it is ſaid 
Fro be with the poor Raſians, whole poyerty 
pinches and bites with ſuch ſharp tecth, that their 
FW poor cry at the doors, Give me and cut me, give 
W ine and kill me. 
+ Say not, The barbarous Nations in this excel 
""Wyou : that they poſſeſs the Ares of Silver and 
YGold, which it may be you think cnough "ta 
+Wlalve all other inconveniences of life. Alas poor 
"WCrearures/ better had ir been for them, it their 


Countrey had brought forth Bryers and Thor-s 
ſtead of Gold, Silver , and precious ones ; for 
"Wthis harb been the occaſion of ruining all their 
© othet comforts in this world : this hath invited 
their cruel ayaritious enemies _ chem, un- 


get whoſe ſeryituderhey groan, and dye without 

k ercy : andthouſands of them have choſen death 

"WM gather than life, on the terms they enjoyed it. 
And why might nor your lot have fallen there 

as wellas where it is> Are not they made of the 
Same clay , and endowed with as good a nature 
as your {elyes2 O what a diſtinCtion hath Di- 
"F'vine Merey made , where Nature made none ? 
# Conſider ungrateful man, thou mighteſt have 
allen into ſome of thoſe Regtons, where atainted 
aur frequently cloyes the jaws: of Death, where 


© theInhabitanrs differ Fey ue fun the Beaſts 
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in the. manner of their. living: + but God hath 
provided for thee, and given the pooreſt among 
us far better. accommodations. of lite, than thi 
greateſt among them arc ordinarily provide 
with. O what hath Providence-done for you> W 

But all that 1 have ſaid is very  inconſiderableiis 
in compariſon with the ſpiritual mercies, and ad 
vantages you here enjoy for- your {ouls.. Ol 
thisis ſuch an adyantageous -caſt of Provideno 
for you, as obliges you- to a thankful .acknows 

Fledgement of it, toall Ererniry.... For let us her 
make bur a. few ſuppoſitions .in the caſe-beforſt 
us, and the-glory of Providence will ſhinc/like 
Sun-beam full in your faces. 1:6] 
* (1. ) Suppoſe ic had been your Lot to hav 
fallenan any. of thoſe yalt Continents poſſeſſed by 
Pagans and Heathens.at this day, who bow downfls 
tothe Stock. of a.Tree, and: worſhip the Hol 
of Heayen. This is.tae caſe of Millions; an 
Millions of Milliens: for Pagan Tdolaters(asthi 
prierwoods [carching Scholar Mr. Brierwood. informs us) "dit 
Enquir!es, noc only filFthecitcumference of . nine hundreMk 
_ ©? miles in Erope, but almoſt the one-half.of 4fricali 
12%” more than.the half of Afia,and almoſt the whole 
of America... 052: 
Oh how deplorable þad- thy ;caſe been, if 
Pagan Idotatreſs had brought | thee: forth, an 
Idolatry had been ſuckt--in with 4hy Motheis 
milk ! thenin-all probability, thou hadſt beey af 
this day worſhipping Depils, and poſting . wick 
jull ſpeed in-thediredX road : ro Damnation: tor 
theſearcthe people of - Gods wrath, Jer. 10. 251 
Pour out thy fury upon the Heathen that- know thei 
not, and upon the families thatcall not upon thy name 
How deadfylis that imprecation again} Fen | 
| | | "0 , - In 
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L The Yyſtery of: Pwvidence, 
tEF#/2lm.97. 7: which takes hold of them and all 
that's theirs,” -Confounded be all they that ſerve 
Goraven Images, that boaſt themſelves of Tdots. 
+ '(2:) Orſuppoſe your Lot had fallen among 
$ Mabometany, who nextto Pagans {pread over the 
leercarcſt craft of the Earth ,* for though Arabia 
AMbred that unclean Bird, yer itwas not that Cage, 
Fhat could long contain him ;for, not only the 
coir abians;bur the Perſians, Turks and Tartars, do 
all bow down their backs under that 'grand Im- 
r@\poltor. This poiſon hath diſperſed it ſelf 
#hrough the veins of 4/a, over a great part of 
"FHfrick, even the Circumference of ſeven  thou- 
Fiand miles, and ſtops nor there, but hath tainted 
S2confiderable partof Exrope allo. 
>8% Had your Lot fallen here, O what unhappy 
Wanen and women had you been, notwithſtanding 
he natural amenity and pleafantneſs of your 
ative ſoil? You had then adored a grand Im- 
Wor, and dyed in a fools Paradiſe. Inſtead of 
G&ods lively Oractes, you had been(as they now 
e@&re ) deceived to your cternal raine with ſuch 
fond; mad and wild dreams, as whoſo confiders 
would think;the Authors had more necd of mana- 
Weles and fetters, than arguments or ſober anſwers. 
= (3.) Or if neither of theſe had been your 
FLor, bur you had been emptied by the womb of 
SENature-into this little ſpot of the Earth which is 
MyE brifianized.by profeſſion, but nevertheleſs for 
caſKhe-moſt part 'over-run” by Popiſh- Tdo/atry, and 
otFArtichriiian deluſions ; what unhappy men and 
FS women had you been , had you ſuckta Popifh 
breaſt > For this people are to be-the ſubjects of 
ethe Vials of Gods wrath to be poured out ſifc- 
ceſhyely ppon them, as yoy may read Rev. 16, 
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and the Scriptures in round ;and plain language» 
rell us, whattheir fate muſt be, 2 Thell. 2.11, 12} 
And for this cauſe God ſpall ſend them ſtrong detue; 
{oon, that they (hoald believe a lye, that they all might 
be damned who believednot the truth , but haq plea; 
ſure in unrighteouſneſs. . ' 
ay, you mighr have fallen into the ſamg 
Land 1n which your habitation now- is,, and y&> 
haye had no_ advantage by it as to ſalyation, 1 
he that- choſe «the bounds of your habirations 
had not alſo graciouſly determined the times joy 
you, Atts 17.26. For, | 
( 4.) Suppoſe your Lot had fallen where it 1 
during the PagazState of England, who for many 
hundred years were groſs and vile Idolatersy 
Thick darkneſs: oyer-ſpread the people. of this 
Iſland, and as in other Countreys, the Devi 
was worſhiped, and his lying Oracles zealouſly 
attended upon. | 23.4 
The ſhaking, of the top of Jupiter's Oak 1n 
Podona, the Caldron ſmitten. with the rad in they] | 
hand of Jupiter's Image, the Lawrell and FountainY * 
in Daphne : theſe were the, Ordinances on which : 
the poor. deluded Wretches waited. So in this}* 
Vide Ver. Nation they: worſhipped Idols alfo : the Sun and 
filiganrs Moon wereadorcd for Gods, with many other} 
Britiſh An- bominableIdols which our Anceſtors worſhip- 
aquities. ped, and whoſe memorials are not to this day 
quiteoblireratedamong us. | | 
- (5.) Or ſuppoſe our Lot had fallen in thoſeF- 
later miſerable days . 'in which 2#een Mary (entY” 
ſo many hundredsto Heaven.ina fiery Chariot,F. 
and the poor Prote/ants skulked up and down inf 
holesand woods, to preſerye them from Popiſhif- 
Inguifiters, who like Blood-hounds, hunted up 
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T\ The MDyſfery'or Poovidence, 
22 and downchroughallthe Cities, Towns and'Vil- 
; ages of the Nation, roiſeck out the poor ſheep 
of Chriſt fora prey; *- 
JS Burt ſuch hath the ſpecial care of Providence 
W-cowards us been , that our turn to be - brought 
J opon the ſtage ofthis World was graciouſly re- 
UeEferved for better days: fo that it we had had 
230 our own -option, we conld not have choſen for 
ur ſclves, as Providence hath. We are not on- 
1y-turniſhed with the: beſt room in this great 
MF houle; bur before we were put into it, it was 
MF iyept with the beeſom of National Reformation, 
© om 1dolatry, yea, and waſhed by the blood of 
J Martyrs from Popiſh filthineſs; and adorned with 
2} Goſpel lights, ſhining in as great luſtre in our 
2} days, as ever they did ſince the Apofes days. 
$.You mighthavebeen born in Eng4azd for many 
Agcs, and not have found a' Chriian init: yea, 
Þ and ſince Chriſtianity was' here owned, and nor 
havemeta Protefant in it. Oh what an Obliga- 
tion hath Providence laid you under , by ſuch a 
*Y merciful performance as this for you? 
8 If you ſay, Al/this indeed is true > but what is 
"ſh #/15 to eternal ſatvationg Do not multitudes that 
"+ en5oy theſe priviledpes. eternally periſh notwithſtand- 
"= #7 them? yea, and periſh with an dÞgravatin of 
S #1: and miſery beyond other ſinners ? 
-** True, they do fo; and it is*of very fad confi- 
2 dcration thatir ſhould be fo; bur” yer we'cannot 
"© deny thistobe a very choice and fingular mercy, 
"K: to be bornin fuch a Land,.and at ſuch a "Time. 
For let us conſider what helps - for alvation men 
here enjoy, beyond what they could enjoy, had 
F their Lotfallen according to the fore-mentioned 
F ſuppolitions. 
'F. ( 1.) Here 
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(1.) Here we enjoy 
falyation, which. elſew 


ikely.had been, if your: birth , 
For voulſ® 
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every. one-1s fond:of, and zealous in its defence 
TAR Janes Heathens and Mahometans are. at thi 
day ſo tenaciaus of their crrors, -that- with: ſpity 
ting, hiſſing, and clapping ofhands and all 4 0 


4 


zons Of indignation and abhorrence they chaſe 
way all others from amohg: them. ***: 7 - | 
1s itnot:then-a ſpecial mercy.to-you' to be caſt 
ito fuch a Countkey *-and ' Age, where( as a 
 WFkarned Divine obſerves )the'true Religion hath wc. pinte; 
Whe ſame adyantages over every falſe one, as in 
Vcher 'Conntreys they | have over it> Here you 
Mverthe preſence ' of ' precious Means; and the 
Kabſcrce of: foul-deſtroying- prejudices, two figaal 
caFnictcics. 
(3. ) Here, inthis Age of the World, Chri- 
Wiſtianiry beſpcaks you afloon as you are capable of 
any ſenſe, or impreſſions of Religion upon you >? 
andiſobyan happy Anticipation, - blocks up the 

aflages, by which a falſe Religion- would elſe 
ertainly enter. | Here you ſuck in the firſt noti- 
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ons and pritciplesof Chriſtianity, even with the 
WMothcrs:milk : and certainly, ſuch a prepoſleſſion 
Mb& a choice advantage. 2uo: jemel eft imbuta, re- 
Mrs /ervabit odorem Tefta dia. ' Train up a Child in 
dilthe way he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not 
i depart from it, Prov. 22. 6. 
© (4...) Here vou have, or may have the help 
aJFand athſtance of Chriſtians-to. dire your way , 
aSelolve your doubts, ſupport your burthens, and 
helpyou through thoſe difficultiesthat arrend the 
Waicew birth. Alas! ifa poor foul had any begin- 
ings or faint workings and- ſtirrings after Chriſt 
and true Religion in many other Countreys, the 
Whand of cvery man would- preſently be againſt 
#-h!m, and none would” be: found”to relieve, aſſiſt 
or encourage, as you may ſee” in that Example 
of Galeacius; theneareſt relations would, in that 
caſe, prove rhe greateſt Enemies, the Countrey 
WF would quickly hootat him asa Monſter , and cry 
: Away 
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oe — -Conmget Or; 7 
Away rs or Here ickto.the Priſon or Stake. 1 
Whetherthele eventually -prove- bleſſings toll 
vour ſoulsor no, certain/I am,'that in how clvelld 
they arefingular, mercies, andHelpsto faſvatio 
thatate denyed to:Millions befides you: . So:tha 
if P/ato when he was near his death, :could ble 
God for three things, zz. That he was a-Man 
and not a Beaſt: that he was born in. Greece ; an 
broughtup in the time of* Socrates :.mwch mort 
cauſe have you toadmire Proyidence;Rhar you 
arc Men, and nor Beaſts; that you were» borrir 
Engiand, and brought up in' Goſpel days here 
Thisis a'Land the Lord hath £fjied for youj a 
the expreſſion is, Ezck.20. 6. and concerning 1l 
you have abudantcauſe to. {ay,as in another ca{ 
the P/almif doth, Pal. 16. 6. The lines are falles 
to me in pleaſant places , and 'I 'have a good! 


heritage. 
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The Third Performance of Providence. 


ITT. 3 

Providen- The next obſervable Performance of Providenc 
tial per- which muſt. be ' beedfully/ adverted and 'weighet 
opgances is the deſignation” ofthe. ftock, and family out .c 
ſpet to Which we ſhould Fpring'and riſe. And truly ,} thi 
the Stock is of ſpecial confideration;both as to our. remps) 
and Fami- ra] andeternal good : for whether the Familie 
Wy out of in which we grew up ,- were great or {mall it 
ſprang. 1ſrael; whether. our parents were of a. highenl 
or lower Claſs, atid rank among ntep , yet it they; 
were ſuch as feared God: and wy tighrcoul$ 
neſs, it they took any care ro, edtieite you religi 
ouſly#and trained yon'up i thenufture and adm: 

nitionof the Lord, you- atc do; eckon 


F. (i: YEemporal.and cxternal ;merciesto your 
Jourward man. You cannot. but:.know., that-as 
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ons your chief mercies, that you (yrung 


ſuch parencs : for from 
doubletr (mercy riſes tg yau# 


ol Godlineſs entails a bleſfing, fo wickedneſs and 


W unrighteouſneſs a curſe upon; poſterity. Anin- 


KRance of the former you have in Gen. 17. 18,20. 


J On the.c@ntrary, you have the -chreatning, Zech. 


4. any th togcther, Prov. 3. JJ- The Curſe 


of the Lord is:in the bonſe of the wicked , but he 


, 
o 


MBleſeth the habitation of the juit. True tt'is, that 
Wc cheſe imply the: Childrens treading in the 


eps of their Parents, according to Ezek. 18. bur 


M how frequently is it ſcen, that wicked men breed 


”t 


theirchildren vainly: and wickedly ; fo that as 
its ſaid .of Abijam, iKings 15. J. He: walked in 
all the ſins of his father, which be had done: before 


Wim; and fo the curle is entail'd from genera- 


tion to gencration. To clcape this Curſe, is a 


F choice Providence. 


” (2. ) But eſpecially take notice, what a ſtream 


'of ſpiritual bleſſings and * mercies, flows from this 


Providence tothe Inner man. Oit's no common 
Mcrey, ro deſcend: from pious Parents: Some of 
ts do notonly-owe our natural life tothem, asIn- 


Whiruments of our Beings,” but our Spiritual and 
WEccrnal life alſo. It was no ſmall mercy to Ti- 


Emothy., to be deſcended- from fuch Progenitors, 
{1 T:m. 1.5. nor to. Auguitine,. that he had ſuch 
2 Mother as 44onica, whoplanted in hismind the 
Preceprs oftite witff her Words, watered them 
with her ' Tears pd nouriſhed them with her 
Example.  We'will a little more particutharly in- 


- 


Apcct cl etcy.,and in. ſo doing, we fhall find 
F an ercies contained 1N 1t, (1.) 
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rayers. Thy, was "ph (hl courſe they contis 
nued all their, dayes for: you, carrying all youg 
concerns, eſpecially. your: Eternal ones. ,aefore thei; 
Lord with their own 5, and pouring%ut thei; 
ſouls to God oaffcCionately for you, whett thei 
cye-{tringsandheart-ſtri gs Pere breaking. Oh} 
put a. value: upon. ſuch Mercics ; for they. a; 


precious. It'sa greater Mercy,. to deſcend from 
praying Parents,:than from the-loyas ot Nobleg 
See ES 10us practice, 0b 1.5. 

What a ſpecial Mercy. was ito us, ” 
hs e cxqcreſcencies of corruption nipt -in "thi 
bud by their pious and careful diſcipline? We 


now.underſtand, what a-ctitical and dangerougj 
ſeaſon Youth is, the wonderful proclivity of thai 
Age to every” thing thatis evil. . Why elſe are 
they called Youthjul luſts?- 2 Tin. 2 22. When; 
Datid asketh, Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe 
his way ? it's plainly- enough 1mplyed in: the-yery 
Queſtion, that the way he takeslierh through th{ 
pollution of the world in his youth, - P/2l. 119; oli 
hen you find a David - praying, that God 
would not remember the ſins of his. youth, Pali 
25- 7. anda Job bitterly.complaining, that ( 50d 
made bim to poſſeſs the fins of his Jouth, Job 13:26: 
Sure, you cannot but refle&t; With a thank 
ful hearr, -upon thoſe happy: Wy. which2 
the corthption of your naturewas happily pres 
yented, or reſtrained: in your Youth,” * 
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(3.) And how great a Mercy was it, that we 
J had Parents, who carefully inſtilled the good 
M Knowledge of God into our Souls in-our tender 
AI Years? How cateful was Abraham of this Duty ? 


Ml Ger. 18. 19. And David? 1 Chron. 28. 9. We 


iT have ſome of us had Parents, who might ſay ro 
WI us, as the Apoſtle, Gal. 4. i 9. Ay little Children, 
. Ui whom [ travel again in Birth trill Chriſt be forn: ed 
i you. As they longed for us before they had us, 
1 and rejoyced in us when they had us; fo they 
18 could not endure to think, that when they could 
"AF have us no more, the Devil ſhould. _ As they 
thought no Pains, Care or Coſt too much for our 
Bodies to Feed them, Cloath and Heal them ; ſo 
uy did they think no Prayers, Counſels or Tears, too 
FF much for our Souls, that they might be ſaved. 
| "ha knew a parting Time would come betwixt 
em and us, and did ſtrive to make it as eafie 
| ad comfortable to them as they could, by leav- 
M1i0g us in Chriſt, and within the bleſſed Bond of 
oF his Covenant. 
cy They were not glad; that we had Health; and 
J indifferent whether we had Grace, 
They as ſenſibly felt the Miſeries of our Souls 
gs of our Bodies; and nothing was more deſira- 
ble to them, than that my might fay 1n the 
reat Day, Lord, here am I; and the Children 
Which thou HWaſt given me. 
£4) And was it not a ſpecial Favour to us, to. 
ave Parents that went before us as Patterns of 
F Holineſs, and beat the Path ro Heaven for us by 
Ftheir Examples? Who could ſay to ns, as Ph, 
94. 9. What Things ye have heard and ſc ent me, that 
< and as 1 Cor, 11.1. Be ye folloaers of us, as 
* are of Chriſt. The Parents Life is the Childs 


{ Eopy. O'tis no common Mercy, to have a fair 
E Copy 
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_ not {o prophane, who yet breed up their Chi 


Divine Condit * Or, 
Copy ſet before us,eſpecially in the moulding age; 
We ſaw what they did, as well as heard what they 
ſaid. It was Abraham's Commendation, that he 
commanded his Children, and his houſhold after 
him, to keep the way of the Lord. And ſuch 
Mercies ſome of us have had alſo. | 

Ah my Friends, let me beg you, that you will 
ſet ſpecial Remarks upon this Providence, which 
ſo graciouſly wrought for you : And that your 
Hearts may k2 more throughly warmed in the 
Senſe of it, compare your Condition with others, 
and ſeriouſly berhink your ſelves, 

(1.) How many Children there be among u 
that are drawn headlong to Hell by their cruc 
and ungodly Parents, who teach them to curſ 
and ſwear aſſoon as they can ſpeak ? Many Fami; 
hes there are, whereln little other Language 6 
heard, but what is the Diale& of Hell. Theſ 
like the old Logs and ſmall ſpray, are preparing 
for the Fire of Hell, where they muſt burn togeF- 
ther. Of {ſuch Children, that Scripture, Pſa 
49. 19. will one day be verified, except they re- 
pent, They ſhall go to the Generation of their Fas 
thers, where they ſhall not ſee Light. 

(2.) And how many Familiesare there, though 


dren vainly and ſenſually, as Job 21. 11, &c. takt 
no care what becomes of their Souls, fo they cad 
but provide for their Bodies ? If they can buf 
teach them to carry their Bodies, no matter life 
the Devil a& their Souls : If they can but leaveſ 
them Lands or Moneys, they think they have ve 
ry fully diſcharged their Duties. O what will the 
Language be, wherewith ſuch Parents and Chil 
dren ſhall greet . each other at the Judgment 
Seat, and in Hell for ever ? 4 
(3.) Andy 
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(3.) And how many be there, who are more 

| ſober, and yet hate the leaſt appearances of Godli- 
'd neſs in their Children ? Whoiuſtead of cheriſhing, 
do all that they can to break bruiſed Reeds, and 
quench ſmoaking Flax, to ſtifle and ſtrangle the 
-nd firſt appearances, and offers they make towards 
'© Chriſt * Who had' rather accompany them to 
their Graves, than to Chriſt, doing all that in 
them lyes, Herod like, to kill Chriſt in the Cradle ? 
« | Ah Sirs, ye little know, what a Mercy ye do or 
'F have enjoyed in Godly Parents, and what a good 
Lot Providence caſt for you in this Concerament 
bf your Bodies and Souls. 
ol It any ſhallſay, This was xot their Caſe, they had 
ll bttle help Heaven-ward from their Parents : To ſuch 
'Y 1 ſhall only Reply three Things. 

(1.) If you had little furtherance, yet own it 
$45 a ſpecial Providence, that you had no hinde- 
MFrance; or, if you had Oppoſition, yet 
.Y (2.) Admire the Grace of God, in plucking you 

out by a wonderful diſtinguiſhing Hand of Mercy 
© from among them, and keepingalive thelanguiſh- 
ing ſparks of Grace amidſt the floods of oppoſition. 
fl. (3.) And learn from hence, if God give you 
$2 Poſterity of your own, to be ſo much'the more 
ftrict and careful of Relational Duties, by how 
much you bave ſenſibly felt the want of itin your 
WJclves. 
But ſeeing ſuch a Train of Bleſſings, both as to 
F this Life, and that to come, follow upon an holy 
& Education of Children; I will. not diſmiſs the 
of Point, till I have diſcharged my Duty, 1n exhort- 
18. 12g Parents and Children to their Duties. 
F And firſt for you that are Parents, or to whom 
Fthe Education of Children is committed, I be- 
jF-{cech you mind, how concerning a Duty hies on . 
= E.'2 you: 
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you.: And that I may effequally prefs it, conſider 
(1.) How near the Relati»n is betwixt youſſ® 
and your Children, and therefore how much youp 
are concerned in their Happineſs or Miſery. Conf / 
{der but the Scripture account of the dearneſs of 
ſuch 'Relations, expreſſed (1.) By longings fot 
them; as Ger. 15. 2, Gen. 30.1. And (2.) By 
our Joy when. we have them, as Chriſt expreſle 
it, John 16. 21. (3.) The high value ſet on ther 
Gen. 42. 38. (4.) The ſympathy with them in 
all their troubles, ark 9. 22. And (5.) By ou 
Sorrow at parting, Ger. 37. 35. Now ſhall al 
this be to no purpoſe? For to what purpoſe ag 
we deſire them before we have them, rejoyce it 
them when we have them, value them ſo highly, 
ſympathize with them {fo tenderly, grieve fo 
their Death ſo exceſſively; if in the mean timt 
no Care be taken what ſhall become of them tt 
Eternity ? x 
(2.) How God hath charged you with theit 
Souls, as well as Bodies: And this appears by twt 
{orts of Precepts. (1.) Precepts directly laid up 
on you, Deut.6.6, 7. and Epy.6. 4. (2.) By Pre 
cepts laid on them to obey you, Eph. 6, 1. whid 
plainly implies your Duty, as well as expreſle 
theirs. ; | | 
(3. What ſhall Comfort you at the parting 
Time,ifthey Dyethrough your neglect in a Chrilk 
leſs Condition ? Oh this is the cutting Conſiders 
tion, My Child is in Hell, and 1 did nothing ta: 
prevent it; I helped him thither. Duty dil 
charged, is the only root of Comfort in that L 
Day. 
(4.) If you neglet to inſtru& them in thi 
way of Holineſs, will the Devil neglect to inſtru 

them in the Way of Wickedneſs ? No, no, if youlſ 
wilt ** 
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The Myſtery of J2zovidence. , 
exIvill-not teach them to Pray, he will to* Curſe, 
ol Smear and Lye. If ground be uncultivated, weeds 
"ON will Spring. 
nl © (5) If the Seaſon of their Youth be neglected, 
oF bow little probability is there of any good Fruit 

Fafterwards! That is the Moulding Age, Prov.22.6. 
How few arc Converted in Old Age? A twig is 
M brought to any form, bat grown Limbs will 
not bow.- 
:. (6.) You are inſtrumental Cauſes of all their 
* ſpiritual Miſery ; and that (1.) By Generation, 
I (2.) /mitatior, they lye ſpiritually Dead of the 
Plague which you brought home among them, 
nll 2/1172 þ 5, 5. Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and 
ol #25112 did y Mother concerye ( or warm ) me. 
0 (7.) There's none in the World fo likely as 
you, to be Inſtruments of their Eternal good, 
You have peculiar Advantages that none other 
Yhath; as (1.) The intereſt you have 1a their 
nfl Aﬀections. (2.) Your opportunities toinſtil the 
F Knowledge of Chriſt into them, being daily with 
F them, Deut. 6. 7. (3.) Your Knowledge of their 
ef Tempers :. If therefore you neglett, who ſhall 
help them ? 
.- (8.) The Conſideration of the great Day, 
TJ ſhould move your Bowels of Pity for them. O 
remember that Text, Rev. 20.12, &C. I ſaw the 
Y dead ſmall gyd great ſtand before God, What a 
ad thing will it be, to ſee your dear Children at 
Chriſts left Hand ? © Fricnds, do your utmoſt to 
(4 prevent this Miſery... Kzoning the Terrors of the 
all Lord, we perſmade Men. 
- 2. And you Children, {pecially you that ſprang 
from religious Parents, 1 beſeech you, obey their 
J Counſels; and tread in the ſteps of their pious 
I Examples. To preſs this, 1 otter theſe Conlide- 
[Fations. E 3 (1.) Your 
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(1.) Your diſobedience to them, is a reſiſting. 


of Gods Authority, Ephef. 6. 1. Children, obey 
your Parents in the Lord : There's the Command : 
Your Rebellion therefore runs higher than you 
think. It is not Man, butGod that you diſobey; 
and for your diſobedience God will puniſh you. 
It may be, their tenderneſs will not ſuffer them, 
or you are grown beyond their Correction : All 
they can do, is to complain to God ; and if fo, 
he will handle you more ſeverely than they 
could do. | 

(2.) Your Sin is greater than the Sin of young 
Heathens and Infidels ; and ſo will your Account 
be alſo. O better ( if a wicked Child ) that thou 
hadſt been the off-ſpring of Salvage Indians, nay, 
of Beaſts, than of ſuch Parents. So many Coun- 
ſels diſobeyed, Hopes and Prayers fruſtrated, 
will turn to ſad Aggravations. 

(3.) It's uſual with God, to retaliate Mens 
diſobedience to their Parents in kind : Common: 
Iy our own Children ſhall pay us home for it, 
I have read in a grave Author, of a wicked 
Wretch that drag'd his Father along the Houſe ; 
The Father begg'd him, not to draw him beyond 
{uch a Place: For, ſaid.he, I drag'd my Father 
no farther. O the ſad, but juſt Retribtions 
of God |! 

And for yon, in whoſe Hearts Grage hath been 
planted by the Bleſſing of Education, I beſeech 
you to admire Gods goodneſs to you 1n this Pro- 
vidence, Oh what an happy Lot hath God caſt 
for you! How few Children are Partakers of 
your Mercies !? | 

See that you Honour ſnch Parents; the tie 18 
double upon you ſo to do, Be you the Joy of 
their Hearts, and Comfort of their Lives, if liv- 
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The Myſtery of ]Novidence. T 
Sing : If not, yet ſtill remember the Mercy while ; 
you live, and tread in their Pious Path ; that you 
and they may both rejoyce together in the great 
Day, and bleſs God for each other to all Eternity, 


The Fourth Performance of Providence, 


I V. 

The next remaarkable Performance of Providence Providene 
for the People of God in nhich 1 will inſtance, ſhall al Fer- 
© be with reſpe@ to its ordering the Occaſions, Inſtru- ance? 

about our 

SN ments and Means of their Converſion, pas” 

Wy - Innothing doth Providence ſhine forth more glo- on to Gods 
uy riouſly in this World, than it doth in this perfor- 
Y» mance for the People of God. How curiouſly ſoever 
-F its hand had moulded your Bodies, how tenderly 
UE foever it had preſerved them, and how bounriful- 
ly ſoever it had provided for them ; if .it had 
59 not alſo ordered ſome means or other for your 
-y Converſion, all the former Favours and Benefits it 
Cy had done for you, had ſignified little, This, O 
dF this is the moſt excellent Benefit you Cver rece1y- 
© &d from its hand. You are more beholden to it 
dF for this, than for all your other Mercies. And 
TY in opening this Performance of Providence, 1 
ay cannot but think your Hearts muſt be deeply af- 
fected. This is a ſabje& which every gracious 
Heart Joves to ſtcep its Thoughts in. It's cer- 
fainly the ſweeteſt Hiſtory that ever they re- 
peated : They love tothink and talk of it. The 
Places where,and Inſtruments by whom this Work 
was wrought, are exceedingly endeared to them 
F& for the Works ſake : Yea,cndeared tothat degree, 
T that for many Years afzer their Hearts have melt- 
ed, when they have but paſſed occationally by 
4 thoſe Places, or but: ſeen the Faccs of thoſe Per- 
| E 4 ſons, 
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ſons, that were uſed as Inſtruments in the Hand 
of Providence for their good. As no doubt, buy 
* Jacob's Beth-el was ever after that Night ſweet 
to his Thoughts : So other Saints have had theix 
Bethels as well as he. O bleſſed Places, Times and 
Inftraments / O the deep, the ſweet Impreſſions, 
never to be razed out of the Memory or Hear 

that this Providence hath made upon thoſe ow 

whom it wrovght this bleſſed Effect at Years c 

Diſcretion, and in a more ſenſible way ! 

But leſt any Poor Soul ſhould be diſcouraged 
under the diſplay of this Providence, becauſe hg 
cannot remember the Time, Place, Inftrumen 
and Manner wherein, and by which Converſion 
work was wrought ; 1 will therefore Premiſe thi 
neceſſary Diſtinttion, to prevent 1njury to ſome, 
whilſt I Deſign Benefit to others, 

Converſion, as to the ſubjects. of it, may Þt 
conſidered two Ways; either as it 1s more ſens 
{fibly wrought in Perſons of riper Years, who in 
their youthful Days were more prophane and 
vile ; or upon Perſons in their tender Years, inj 
to whoſe Hearts Grace was more inſenſibly., and 
undiſcernably inſtilled by Gods Bleſſings upon pls 
ous Education. In the former fort, the diſtin 
Acts of the Spirit, as illumin ating, convincing, 
humbling, drawing them to Chriſt, and ſealing them 
are more evident and diſcernable : In the latter, 
more obſcure and confuſed ; they can remember, 
that God gave them an Eſteem and liking of gods 
ly Perſons, Care of Duty, and Conſcience of Sin; 
but as to the Time, Place, Inſtruments and Man: 
ner of the Work, they can give but a ſlender acz 
count of them : How ever, if the Work be faving} 
Iy wrought in them, there is no Reaſon they 
Fould be troubled, becauſe the Circumſtances or 
it 
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ndF it are-not ſo evident to them, as they are to 
uf others. Let the ſubſtance and reality of the 
&. Work appear, and there is no Reaſon to afflict 
ir: your ſelves, becauſe of the inevidence of ſuch 
nd] Circumſtances, 

15, But yet where the Circumſtances as well as 
t,8 Subſtance are clear to a Man: When we can call 
ou .to remembrance, the Timewhen, the Place where, 
off the Inſtrument by whom that Work was wrought, 
+Þ it muſt needs be exceeding ſweet: And they can- 
248 not but yield a freſh Delight to the Soul every 

Time they are reflected upon. 

+ There are many of the following Occaſi ons, 
which it may be, we took for ftraglers when 
wthey firſt befel us : But they proved ſcouts ſent 
Gout from the main Body of Providence, which 
| $8 make way for. 

Now there be divers Things in thoſe Provi- 
"Jences, that are verſant about this Work, which 
nF-are exceeding ſweet, and taking ; as namely, 
di. 1.The wonderful ftrangeneſs and unaccountable- 
weſs of this Work-of Providence, in caſting vs in- 
ag to the way, and ordering the occaſl ons. yea, the 
TWinuteſt Circumſtances about this Work. Thus 
you find in As 8. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30; &c. The 
*Exnuch at that very inſtant when he was reading, 
the Prophet 7/aiab, hath an [nterpreter, one a- 
\mong a Thouſand, that joins his Chariot, juſt as 
{bis Mind was by a fit occaſion prepared to receive 
the firſt Light of the Knowledge of Chriſt. 

- And how ſtrange was that Change ( how far 
IF -ſoever it went.) upon Naaman the Syrian ? te- 
®corded 2 Kings 5.1, 2, 3, 4 That the Syrians in 
F their incurſion ſhould bring away this Girl,(likely 
F her Beauty was the inducement, ) and ſhe muſt 
F be preſcured to Naaman's Wife, and relate Ka 
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her the Power of God that accompanied the Prodjz*” 
phet, though you find in that particular Caſe : 
there had never been an inſtance given befor 
Luke 4.27. Doubtleſs, the whole of this affair 6 
was guided by the ſignal Dire&ion of Providli” 
dence. \ boy 
So for the Converſion of the Samaritans, it ' 
obſerved John 4. 4. Chriſt muſt needs go th: 
way, (7. e.) itlay juſtin theRoad betwixt Jude 
and Galilee, and at the fixth hour (z. e.) higl 
Noon, he reſts himſelf upon Jacob's Well, ſtil 
ſeeming to have no other deſign, but his own re 
freſhment,, by ſitting and drinking there : But q 
what a Train of Bleſſed Providences follow t 
which ſeemed but an accidental Thing ! firſt th 
Woman of Samaria, and then many more in thak 
City are go. go to believe in Chriſt, as you find , 
Verſe 29. and 4 


To1 


Junins, how very an Atheiſt he was grown in his 
"younger Years ; but in order to his Converſion to 
| God, firſt, a w :onderful Preſervation of his Lift 
in a publick Tumult at Zyors in France muſt make 
way, which forces from him the acknowledgment 
of a Deity. . Then his Father ſends for him home; 
and with much gentleneſs perſwades him to _ 
the Scriptures ; he lights upon the firſt of Jobn, 
and with it he ſenſibly feels a Divine Supernatu- 
ral Majeſty and Power ſeizing his Soul, which 
brought him over by a compleat Converſion to 
Jeſus Chriſt. Thus, as the Woman of Tekoa told 
David, doth God deviſe Means to bring back his 
Baniſhed. | 
Lavater tells vs, that many Spaniſh Souldiers, 
going into the Wars of Germany,were there Con-F 
verted to Chriſt, by falling into the Fe and 
owns, 
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7-975, where Godly Miniſters and Chriſtians 
Aycrc. | 
| Mr. Robert Bolton, thongh an excellent Scholar, 
 Myet in his younger Years he was a very irreligious 
il Perſon, and a Jeerer of Holy Men ; bur being caſt 
Jinto the Company of Godly Mr. - Peacock, was by 
.zFhim brought to Repentance, and proved a famous 
aſtrument in the Church of Chriſt, | 
A ſcrap of Paper accidentally coming to 
A View, hath been uſed as an occaſion of Conver- 
dn. This was the Caſe of a Miniſter of Wales, See Fir- 
ho had two Livings, but took little care of ei- + Touig 
ner. He being at a Fair, bought ſomething at a % wy 
WEcdlers Standing, and rent off a Leaf of Mr. Per- 
This Catechiſm to wrap it in, and reading a line 
Ir two in it, God ſet it home, fo as it did the 
Work. 
The Marriage of a Godly Man into a Carnal 
f family, hath ben ordered by Providence, for the 
-} Converſion and Salvation of many therein. "Thus 
:F ne read, in the Life of that Renowned Engliſh 
= Worthy Mr. John Bruer, that in his ſecond Match 
20 it waSagreed, that he ſhould have one Years Diet 
JF} in his Mother-in-laws Houſe: During his abode 
© there that Year ( faith Mr. Clark) the Lord was 
pleaſed by his Means, graciouſly to Work upon 
her Soul, as alſo upon his Wives Siſter, and half 
Nſtcr, their Brothers Mr. William and Thomas 
Fox, with one or two of the Servants in that 
amily. 
{| - The Reading of a good Book, hath been the 
8 Means of bringing others to Chriſt. And thus 
"x we find many of the German Divines Converted, 
by Reading Lther's Books: Yea, and what 1s ,,,,,, 
"'F moreſtrange, Mr.Sleyden in his Commentary tells comer. 
$ us, that YVergerius, though he were preſent an "_ P. 476. 
| an 
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and Ear-witneſs to that doleful Caſe of Spira,whidk 
one wovld think ſhould move a Stone, yet ſtil 
continued-ſo firm to the Popes Intereſt, that whe 
he fell into ſome ſuſpicion among the Cardinals, 
he reſolved to purge himſelf, by writing a Book 
againſt the German Apoſtates : But whillt he read 
the Proteſtant Books, out of no other Deſign, buy 
to Confute them ; whilſt he is weighing the Ax 
guments, is himſelf Convinced and brought tt 
Chriſt, He finding himſelf thus overcome by 
the Truth, imparts his Conviction to his Brothey 
a zealous Papiſt alſo: This Brother deplores the 
miſery of his Caſe, and ſeeks to reclaim him ; bu 
Vergerius entreating him to weigh well the Protg 
ſtant Arguments, he alſo yields; and ſo both 
immediately betook themſelves to preach Juſts 
fication -by the Free Grace of God through the 
Blood of Chriſt. a | v br 

Yea, not only the reading ofa Book, or hear: 1g, 
ing a Miniſter, but ( which is moſt remarkable] 4 
Poſſidonius the very miſtake or forgetfulneſs of a Miniſter, y, 
m vitz hath been improv'd by Providence for this End «: 
Auguſtini 21d Purpoſe. Auguſtine once Preaching to hisſ] « 
ws ade Congregation, forgagthe Argument which firſt he] & 
propos'd, and fell upon the Error of the 1a « 
chees beſide his-firſt Inteation : By which Diſcourſe} « 
he Converted one Firmus his Auditor 5 who fel} « 
down at his Feet weeping, and Confeſhing he had « 
hved a A/:michee many Years. Another I knew;I «© 
who going to Preach, took up another Bzble than  «: 
chat he deſign'd, in which, not only miſſing his « 
Nntes, but the Chapter alſo in which his Text lay, « 
was. put to ſome loſs thereby : But aftef a ſhort] « 
panſe, he reſoly'd to ſpeak to any other Scripture Þ| « 
that might be preſented to him, and accordingly} 
read that Text, 2 Pet. 3. 9. The Lord 1s not ſlack 
C014 
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Woorcerning bis Promiſe, &c.> And though he had 
alF nothing prepard ; yet the Lord helpt him ro 
8 ipeak both -Methodically and pertinently from 
it: By which Diſcourſe, X gracious Change was 
g wrought upon one in the Congregatian, who hath 
ary fimce given good Evidence of a ſound Conver- 
ug fon, and acknowledged this Sermon to be the 
firſt and only Means thereof. 
7” Ihe accompanying of others in a Neighbour- 
Fly civil Viſit, hath been over-ruPd to the ſame 
"8 End, Thus many of the Fews accompanied Mary 
Fey nnito Bethany, ( deſigning only to manifeſt their 
By Civil Reſpect ) bur there they met Chriſt, ſaw 
<Fthe Things which he did, and believed on him, 
on Jobs 11. 45: 
Mr. Firmin in his Real Chriſtan, Page 97, 95. 
tells us of one, who had liv'd many Years in a 
Tonn where Chriſt had been as clearly, and as 
long Preached, as in any Town in England. This 
Man when he was about ſeventy ſix Years of Age, 
, went to viſit a ſick Neighbour. © A Chriſtian 
*y ©Friend of mine ( faith mine Author ) came to 
5Y © ſee him alſo, and finding this Old Man there ; 
on © whom he judged to be one that lived upon his 
= © own Stock: Civility, good Works, &c. he 
® purpoſely fell into that Diſcourſe, to ſhew how 
© many Perſons lived upon their Duties, but ne- 
* yer came to Chriſt, The Old Man litring by 
*the Bed ſide, heard him; and God was pleaſed 
*to convince him, that he was ſuch a Perſon, 
* who had lived upon himſelf without Chriſt to 
*that Day; and would fay afterwards, had I 
©« Dyed Before threeſcorce and ſixteen, I had pe- 
* riſht, for I knew not Chrift. 
' The committing of a Godly Man to Priſon, 
hath been the Method of Providence, to ſaye the 
Soul 
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Divine Conduct; Or, 
Soul of a Poor Keeper. So Paul, As 16, 24 
was made a Priſoner, to make his Keeper a ſpir 
tual Free-man. | The like ſucceſs had Dr. Bar i 
Queen Mary's Days, who afterwards celebrate 
the Lords Swpper in Priſon with his Convertd 
Keeper. 

The ſcattering of AMfniſters and Chriſtians ; 
Perſecution from Cities and Towns, into the igng 
rant and barbarous Parts ot the Countrey, hat 
been the way of Providence, to find our, a 
bring home ſome loſt Sheep that were founWs: 
there, to Jeſus Chriſt, As 8. 1, 4. The lik Ky 
lignal Event hath ſince followed upon the” lik 
ſcattering of Godly Ainiſters, whereof are man? 
pregnant Inſtances at this Day. Þ»; 

A Servant running away from his Maſter (like | 
ly upon no other Deſign but to live an idle Life | 
yet falling into ſuch Places and Companies, al} 
Providence ordered (1n a Deſign to him unF' 
known ) hath thereby been brought to be the F 
Servant of Chriſt, This was the very Caſe of Ont 
fsmus, who run away from his Maſter Philemon, tl; 
Rome ; where by a ſtrange Providence ( poſlibly' y 
meer curioſity to ſee the Priſoners ) he there fall 
into PauPs Hands, who begat him to Chriſt in hf 
Bonds, Philemon, wer. 10, 11,12,13, 14, 15, 1 

Going to hear a Sermon in Jeſt , hat 
proved ſome Mens Converſion in Earneſt. The 
above named Mr. Firmin# in the fore-cited 
Book, tells us of a notorious Drunkard, whom the 
Drunkards called Father, that one Day woul 
needs. go to hear what Wilſon ſaid, out of n 
other Deſign it ſeems, but to ſcoff at that Holf 
Man : Burt in the Prayer before Sermon, his Heatt 
began to thaw; and when he read his Text 
which was John 5. 14. Sin 0 more, leſk a wor 
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Fihing come unto thee : He could not contain;and in 
What Sermon the Lord changed his Heart, though 


$0 bitter an Enemy, that the Miniſter on LeQure- 


Mays was afraid to go to Church before his Shop- 
"Moor. Lo, theſe are Parts of bis ways, but bow ſmall 
"I Portion is known of him ?. 


The dropping of ſome grave and weighty 
{ord accidentally in the preſence of vain carnal 


Wſons, the Death of an Husband, Wife or 


- 


WChild, a fit of Sickneſs, with a thouſand other 


FWoch like occaſions, have been thus improved by 
ii FY . 

JFtrovidence to the Converſion of Souls. - 

vl +And no leſs remarkable and wonderful are the 
Deſigns of Providence in ordering the Removes, 
Fand governing the Motions of Miniſters, from 
*Mhce to Place in order unto the Converiion of 


buls. Thus oftentimes it carries them to Places 


f mere they intended not to go.; God having 


unknown to them ) ſome Elec Veſlels there, 


+Avbo muſt be Called by the Goſpel, 


Thus Paul and Timothy ( a {weet and lovely 


| Pair ) when they were Travelling through Phrygia 


and Galatia, were forbid to Preach the Word in 


$44, to which probably their Minds inclined, 
$42s 16.6. And when they eſlayed to go into 


Wha, the Spirit ſuffered them not, Yerſe 7. 
a Man of Macedonia (1. e. an Angel in the 


+. Mape or habir of a Man of that Country ) appeared 
0 Paul ina Viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, Come 
vt over 1mto Macedonia, and help us, ver. g. and there 


did God open the Heart of Lydia. 
I knew a pious Miniſter now with God, who 


falling in his Study upon a very rouzing ſubject, 
Jintended for his own Congregation, was ſtrongly 


\[, 


moved, when he had finiſhed ir, to go to a rude, 
vile, prophane People, about five Mules off, and 


firſt 
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firſt Preach it to them ; after many wreſtling 
with himſelf, not being,willing to quench ani 
Motion that might be ſuppoſed to come fron 
the Spirit of God, he obeyed, and went to thigh 
People, who had then no Miniſter of their ow 
and few durſt come among them. And there dig 
the Lord, beyond all Expectation, open a doonllh 
and ſeveral prophane ones received Chriſt in.thy 
Place, and engaged this A4iniſter ro a Weekly 
Lecture among them, 1a which many Souls we 
won to God. 

The ſame Holy Man, at another time, beinx 
upon a- Journey, paſſed by a Company of vai 
Perſons, who were wreſtling upon a Green neg 
the Road : And juſt as he came againſt the Place 
one of them had thrown his Avtagoniſt, and ſtoot} 
Triumphing 1a his Strength and. Activity. Thi 
good Man rode up te them, and turning hi 
Speech to this Perſon; told him, Friend, I ſelf 
you are a ſtrong Man ; but yet let not the ſtronit 
Man Glory in his Strength : You mult know, that 
you are not to wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, buf 
with Principalities and Powers, and Spiritud 
Wickedneſſes : How fad will it be, that Sats 
ſhould at laſt trip up the Heels of your Hope, an 
give you an Eternal overthrow ? And after abay 
a quarter of an Hours ſerious Diſcourſe upon t 
SubjeQ, he left them, and went on his JourneyMpe 
but this Diſcourſe made ſuch an Impreſſion, that 
the Perſon had no reſt, till he opened his trouShe 
ble to a Godly Miniſter, who wiſely followinhc 
the Work upon his Soul, ſaw at laſt the bleſſedj;r 
Iſſue theres? in the gracious Change of the Perthef 
ſon, whereof he afterwards gave the Ainiſter aÞfhr, 
joyful Account, O how unſearchable are thaſkiy- 
Methods of Providence ia this Matter ? = 
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The Yyſtery of P2ovidence. 
Nay, what is yet more wonderful, the Provi- 
Wence of God hath ſometimes axdcred the very 
malice of Satan, and wickednels of men, as an 
occaſion of Eternal good to their ſouls, A very 
memorable Example whereof, I ſhall here give 
the Reader, fairhſully relating what not many 
Wears paſt fell out inmy own obſervation in this 
place, to theaſtoniſhment of many ſpeCtators. 
i Inthe year 1673. there came 1n this Port a 
hip of Poole, in her return. from Virginia, in 
Which Ship was one of that place, a luſty young 


man of rwenry three vearsof age, who was Ch:- 
mpeon inthe Ship. This perſon in the voyage 
Ml} into a deep melancholy, which the Devil 
efareatly improved to ſerve his own deſign for 

the ruine of this poor wan ; however, it pleaſed 
1ulithe Lord to reſtrain himftrom any atrempts upon 
his own lite, until he arrived here. Bur ſhortly 


after his arrival, upon the Lords Day carly in 

he morning ( being in bed with his Brother ) he 
Wok a knife prepared for that purpoſe, and cur 
Wis own throat, and wirhal leapt out of the bed, 
id though the wound was deep and large, yer 
inking irmight not ſoon enough diſpatch his 
etched life, deſperately. theuſt ic into his ſto- 

ch, and ſolay wallowing in his own blood, 

his Brother awaking, made a cry for help: 
1Mercupon a Phy/ician and a Chirurgeon coming in 
1wlFound the wound in his Throat mortal; and all 
Whey could do at preſent, was only to ſtitch it 
02Snd apply a plaiſter, with deſign, rather roenable * 
him to ſpeak foralirle while, than with any ex- 
cIptettation of cure; for before that, he breathed 
' Whrough the wound, and his yoice was 1narrti- 


Tulare. . 
| F | In 
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In this condition I found him that mornin 
and apprehending him to be withina-few minute 
of Eternity, I laboured to work upon his heal 
the ſenſe of his condition, telling him, I had bull 
little timeto do any thing for, him, and therefor 
deſired him to let me know, what his own : 
prehenfions of his preſent Condition were 
He told me, hehoped in God for Eternal LiteWe 
I replyed, thatlI feared his hopes were ungroung$ 
ed. for thatthe Scripture tells us, No Murderh 
hath eternal life abiding in him, but this was (ela 
murther, thegroſleſt of all Murthers :-and in{il8# 
ing upon the aggravation and heinouſneſs of tlih 
fact, I perceived his vain confidence began Wil 
fall, and ſome meltings of heart appeared lh 
him. He then began to lament with many real 
his ſin and miſery. and asked me, if there mighi 
yet be hope for one that had deſtroyed himſe 
and ſhed his own blood. TI replyed, the fin i 
deed is great, but not unpardonable ; and 
the Lord gave him repentance unto life , at 
faith to apply Feſus Chrift , it ſhonld be certain 
pardoned to him : and finding him © unacquaintei 
with theſe things, I opened to him the natui 
and necefſity of faith and repentance, which Wn 
greedily ſuckt in, and ' with, great vehemendll# 
crycd to God, that he would work them upon hill 
foul, and intreated me alſo to pray with him auf 
for him, that it might be ſo. Iprayed with hin 
and the Lord thawed his heart exceedingly in thallli 
duty : loth he was to part with me-; but dil 
duriesof the day neceſſitating me to leave hin 
briefly ſummed up what was moſt neceffary in nfl 
parting counſel to him, and took my leave, ut 
yer expecting to'ſee him more in this mots, 20Þar 
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beyond my own and all mens expeCtation,he con- 

tinucd all chatday, and panted moſt ardently af- 
cr Jeſus Chrift : no dilcourles pleaſed him, but 
WCrif and faith ; and in this framel found him 
h ww che evening. He rejoiced greatly to ſee me 
pflaeain, and-intreated me to continue my diſcourſes 
:Fypon theſe ſubjefs; and after all rold me, Sir, - 
the Lord hath given me repentance fot this fin ; 

ve. and for eyery other ſin. I ſee the Evil of 
mnow, ſo as I never law it before. O! 1 loath 
Wmy ſelf; Iam a vile creature in my own eyes. 
Wo alſo believe; Lord help my unbelief. lam 
kSheartily willing totake Chriſt upon his own terms. 
WOne thing only troubles me, I doubr this bloody 
a will not be pardoned. Will Jeſus Chriſt ( faid 
uFhe-) apply his blood to me, that have ſhed my 
rn blood? I told him, Chriſt ſhed his blood 

Fren for them that wich wicked hand had ſhed 
thc blood of Chriſt; and that was a fin of deeper 
| Wvilc chan his. Well, C ſaich he) I will caſt my 
ofelt upon Chriſt; let him do by me what he will 
18nd {o I parted with him that night. 
Nexc Morning the woundswere to be opened ; 
nd then, the opinion of the Chirargeons was, he 
Would immcdiately expire. 
0" Hf ccordingly, at his deſire, I came that morn- 
Wy and found him in a moſt ſerious frame. I 
ayecd wich him, and thenthe wound in his ſto- 
milmach was opened, bur by this time the Ventzicle 
ul {elf was ſwoln ont ofthe orifice of the wound, 
ind lay like a livid difcotoured Tripe upon his 
bod; and wasalſo cut through? ſo that all con- 
nfthded, itwas impoſſible for him to live? hew- 
Fever they ſtirchr the wound in the ſtomach, cn- 
paatped the Quite: aOSEene! it, and wrought 
na ; "2 IT 
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itagain into his 'body, and To ſtiching up t 
$kin, left him tothe diſpoſe of Providence. MK 

But ſo it was, that both the deep wound in hi 
throat, and this in his ſtomack healed: and 
more dangerous wound /i7 had made upon Il 
ſoul, was, I truſt, effeftually healed alſo. Tipe 
many hours with him in that ſickneſs; and af 
- his return home, received this account fra 
Mr. Samuel Hardy, a Miniſter in that Town. 
whereofI ſhall tranſcribe. 


Dear Sir, , 
IWas much troubled at the ſad Providence} 
your Town ; bat did much. rejoice, that he ja 
into ſuch hands for his body and foul. You bal 
taken much pains with him, and T hope to good pill 

poſe. Tthink, if ever agreat and through work we 
done ſuch a way, it is now ; andif never the like; 


am perſmaded now it is. Never grow weary. 
ſuchgood works. One ſuch Tnſtance is ( methink 
enough to make you to abound in the work of the 
allyour days, WC. | 


O how unſearchable are the ways of Prowl 
dence, in leading men to Chriſt ! Let none 
encouraged by this tofin, that grace may abour 
Theſe are rare and {ingular Inſtances of thi 
mercy of God, and ſuch as no prefumptuous ſills 
ner car! expe&to find. Ir'sonly recited here, Wh 
the honour of Providence, which works for tl 
recovery of {inners in ways that” we underſtan* 
not. O what a fetch hath Providence beyonl® 
our Underſtandings! go *. 

2.And as it orders very ſtrange occaſions 
awaken and rouſe ſouls at firſt, ſo ir works no 1a 
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wonderfully in carrying on the work to perfeCti- 
Fon; and this it doth rwo ways. - 
& (1. )By quickning and reviving dying convi- 
Hons and troubles for {1n. Souls after their firſt 
Wawakening, are apt to loſe the ſenſe and imprel- 
or of their firſt troubles for {in ; but Providence 
vigilant to prevent it ; and doth effectually pre- 
Ment it ſometimes, by direfting the Miniſter to 
"Wome diſcourſe or paſſage, that ſhall fall as par, as 
"WM the caſe of ſuch a perion had been ſtudied by 
kim, and deſignedly ſpoken to. How often have 
found this in the cales of many fouls, who have 
woiclied they have ſtood amazed, to hear the ve- 
y thoughts of their hearts diſcovered by the 
*WMhreacher, who knew nothing of them ! Some- 
umcs by direfting them to ſome proper rouſing 
cripture, that ſuites their preſent caſe. And 
pdmetimes by ſuffering them tofall into ſome new 
In, which ſhall awaken all their former troubles 
ain, and put a new efficacy and adtivity into 
hc Conſcience. The world is full of Inſtances in 
Mall theſe caſes, and becauſe moſt Chriſtians have 
\Mexperience of theſe things in themſelves, it will 
& needleſs ro recite them here. Scarch but a 
Wc years back, and you may remember, that 
Sccording to this Account ( at leaſt, in ſome par- 
aicalars) Providence ordered the matter with you, 
eWHave you not found ſome rod or other prepared 
by Providence, to rouzc you out of your ſecuri- 
ty > Why;this is ſo common athing with Chri- 
Mans, that they many times preſage an aMiCtion 
ming from the frames they find their own 
"JMAITS 11, 
i. (2-) Ic gives alſo greataſliſtance to the work of 
the Spirir upon the ſoul, by ordcring, ſupporting ; 
T at 3 rclicye 
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relievirig and cheering means, to propup ani 
comfort the ſoul, when it is oyer-burthened, and 
ready to ſink in the deeps of troubles. I remembg 
Mr. Bolton gives us one Inſtance, which fits both 
thele caſes, the reviving of convittions, and ſeaſs 
nab!e ſupports in the deeps of troubles. And it 
of a bn that by convictions had been fetch 
off trom his wicked companions, and entera 
into a reformed courſe of life; but after this 
through the inticementit of his old companiong 
the ſubtilty of Satan, and corruption of his owi 
heart, did again relapſe into the wayes of fit 
Then was Proyidentially brought to hisview th 
Scripture, Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26, ©, this renewe 
-his trouble? yea, aggravated it to a .greatt 
heightrhan ever ; inſomuch that he could ſcarce 
ly think ( as it ſeems by the relation _) his ff 
could be pardoned. But in this plunge, tha 
Text Like 17.4. was preſented to him, whid 
{weetly | ſetled him in a+ ſure and glorioul 
Peace. ; | 

Nor can we here forget that miraculous wotl 
of Providence, in a' time of great extremi 
which was wrought for that good Gent/ewom 
Mrs. Honeywood, (and is ſomewhere mentioned 
by rhe ſame Author ) who under a deep and ſa 
delertion, refuſed and put off all comfort, ſeem 
ing to dilpair utterly of the grace and mercy 
God. Aworthy Miniſter being one day with 
her, and reaſoning againſt her deſperate conclu 
ftons. ſhe took a Vernice-glaſs from the Table, an 
ſaid, Sir, F amas ſure to be damned, as'this 'gld 
1sto be broken ; and therewith threw it forcibly 
the ground; but to the aſtoniſhment of bothY # 
the glals remained whole ahd ſound, which the ! 
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Miniſter taking up with admiration, rebuked her 
eſumption, and ſhewed her what a wonder 
FB ovidence had wrought for her ſatisfaftion, and 
@ it greatly altered the temper of her mind. O 
i how unſcatchable are his wayes ! and his paths 
oF paſt finding out! Lo, theſe are part oL,wayes ; hr 
4 but how ſmall a portion do we know of him > | 
And: now ſufter me to expoſtulate a little 
© with thy ſoul Reader, haſt thou been duly 
A feaſible of thy obligation to- Providence, for this 
mefimable favour2 O what hath ic done for 
thee! there are divers Kinds of mercies convey- 
£0 men by the hand of- Providence, but none 
like this: in all the Treaſury of irs benefits, none 
isfound like this, Did itcaſt thee into the way 
F of Converſion, and order the means and occaſions 
lll of it for thee, when thou little thoughteſt of any 
38 fuch thing? How dear and fweer, ſhould the re- 
Af membrance of it be to thy foul ! Methinks ic 
WJ ſhould aſtoniſh and melt you every time you re- 
© fict-upon ic. Such Mercies ſhould never grow 
Male, or look like common hag to you : for 
nd but ſeriouſly conſider the following parti- 
culars. ' 
8 1. How ſurprizing the mercy was, which it per- 
al formed for you in that day. Providence had 3 
F-dclign upon you, for -your eternal good, which 
ou underſtood not. I he time of -mercy was 
l.now fully come ; the Decree was now ready to 
oF bring forth that mercy, with which ic had gone 
i@\big from Eternity, and irs gracious delign muſt 
i& be executed by the hand of Providence, ſo far 
as concerned the external means and inſtruments; 
1& and how aptly didit cauſe all things to fall in 
d with that deſign, hgpgh you knew not the mean- 
(s' | | LED 4 Hg 
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Divine Conduct t Or, 
ing of it ( Look over all the before mentione 
Examples, and you fhall ſce the bleſſed work 
Converſion begun upon thoſe. fouls, when theyſſſ 
minded ir no more, than Saul did a Kingdony 
that morning he went out to ſeek his Fathenifſ 
Aſſes, 1 Sam. 9. 3,20. Providence might trulff 
have ſaid to you in that day, as Chrilt ſaid wlfſ 
Peter, John £3. 7. What I do thou knoweſt nor nou 
but hereafter thou ſhalt know it. Gods thoughts ati 
n0t as our thoughts; but as the Heavens are hight 
than the Earth, ſo are his thoughts higher than our 
and his ways thanour ways. Little- did  Zache 
think, when he climbed up into the Sycamore-tre 
to ſee: Chrif as he paſſed that way, what a defignſf 
of mercy Chriſt had uponthim, who took theng 
the occation of becoming both his Gzef and SM 
piour, Luke 19. 5, 6, 7,8. And as-little did for 
of you think, what the aim of Providence wal 
when you went ( ſoc out of cuſtom, others oli 
of curioſity, it not worſe ends) ro hear ſua 
a Sermon, O how ftupendious are the ways 
God ! | 

2, What adiſtinguiſhing and ſcaſonable mera 
was uſher'd in by Providence in that day. 
brought you to the means of ſalvation in a goof 
hour. Ar thatyery nick of time, when the Ama 
gel troubled the Waters, you were brought 1 
the Posl; to allude to that, John 5.4. Now t 
accepted day was come, the Spirit was in the One 
dinance, or Providence that converted you, and 
you were ſet in the way of it. Ir may be, yo 

ad heard many hundred Sermons before, but no 
thing would ſtick rill- now; becauſe the hour » 
not come. The Lord did, as it were, call ith 
Word for luck aman, ſuch a woman ; gs | 

: "ih vi 


" 
a # s 7 q 


-- The Wyſtery of Pyovidence, 
pdence faid, Lord, here he is, I have brought 
him betorethee. There were many others un- 
Eder that Sermon, that received no ſuch mercy: 
1& You your lelves had heard many before, but not 
So that advantage, as it is faid, Luke4 27. 
18 There were many Lepers in Iſrael in the days of 
al £/izeus, but to none. of them was the Prophet ſent, 
frve unto Naaman the Syrian. So there were ma- 
Dy poor unconyerted ſouls beſide you under the 
AWord that day, and it may be, to none of them 
was ſalvation ſent that day, but to you. O bleſ- 
AYed Providence, thar {ct you in the way of mercy 
| char time! 
ol. VW hat a weighty and important. mercy was 
1a Frovidencially dire&ed ro vour ſouls that day. 
Theſe arc mercies or all ſizes and kinds in the 
Hands of Providence to diſpenſe to the ſons of 
cn: its lefc hand” is full of blefhngs, as well as 
X88 right. It hath health and riches, honours 
and pleaſures, as well as Chriſt and Salvation to 
liſpenſe. The world is full of its left band fa- 
ours ; but the bleſſings of its right hand are in- 
#aluably precious, and few there be that receive 
Wtem. It doth thouſandsot kind offices for men z 
xJbur among them all, this is the chieteſt, to lead 
48Fand dire& them to Chriſt. For conſider, 
y-(1.) Of all mercies, this comesthrough moſt 
thfand greateſt difficulties, Eph. I. 19, 20. 
SE ( 2.) This is a ſpiritual mercy, excelling in 
uienity of nature allothers, more than gold ex- 
7olfiels the dirt under your fecr, Rev. J. 18. One 
noFluch gift, is worth thouſands of other mercies. 
»-(3.) This is a mercy immediately flowing 
thq/out of the fountain 'of 'Gods elefting love , a 
F-mercy never dropt jniq any, but an Eleft Veſlel, 
na) T hefſ. 1. 4,5 © (4+) This 
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(4.) This isa mercy, har infallibly ſecuh 


Salvation;for as w&may argue from Canverſior 


EleCtion, looking back, ſo. from Conyerfiona 


Salvation, looking forward, Heb. 6 9, 


(5. ) Laſtly, This is an Eternal gercy, thy ; 
which will ſtick by you, when Father, Mothalffh 
Wife, Children, Eſtate, Honours, Health and Lilla 


ſhall fail thee, John4.14. | 


O therefore ſer a ſpecial Mark upon that Pro 


vidence, that ſet you in the way of this mere 


It hath performed that, for thee, which all chal 


fs 
. ' 


, 
*11 


Miniſters on Earth, and Angels in Heaven coul 


neycr have performed. This is a Mercy, t 


puts weight and value into the {malleſt Circun 


{tance that relatesto it. 
The Fifth Performance of Providence, 
V. 7 


Thus you hear, how inſtrumental Proyidenlif 
hath been, in ordering the - Means and- Oli 


caſ1ons of rhe greateſt Mercies for your ſauls. 


Providen- us now take into confideration, another | excd 
tial *TI- Jeat Performance of Providence reſpecting thi 


__ good of your bodies and ſouls too, in reſpetty 


ſpe to that Imploayment and Calling it hath ordered for 
our Civil ;z this world; for it hath not only an Eye upd 


, 
C 
"4% 


Callinge your well being in the wordd to come, but updiifi 
your well being in this world alſo, and that ven 


much depends upon the Station and Vocation i 
which it calls you. | 


Fc 
Now the Providence of God with reſpe& fd 
ourcivil Callings, may bediſplayed very takingly 


1nthe following particulars. - 


F-In direQting youtoa Calling in your Youth 
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© The Yyltery of Providettce, | 
nd not fuffering you tolive an idle, uſeleſs and 
nfallite, as many do, who are bur burthens to 


'Whe Earth, frages conſumere nati, the Wens of the 


Sbody politick,ſerving only to disfigure and drein 
ir; to car what others earn. Sin brought 1n 
AFfwcat, Ger.3.19, but now, not to ſweat in 
Wacaſcth fin, 2 Thef,3. 12. He that lives idly, 
Fennor live honefty 3; as is-plainly enough inti- 
raffmated, 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. 12. But when Gods puts 
men intoa lawtul Calling, wherein the labours 
of their hands or heads is ſufficient for them, it 

Favery valuable mercy : for thereby they eat 
Weir own bread, 2 Theil.3Z.12. Many a fad 
WTcmptarion is happily prevented; and they are 
Fordinarily furniſhed by it, for works of mercy 
Mewoochers, and ſurely it 1s more bleſſed to give, 
Mithan toreceive. 
= 2. In ordering you to ſuch Calings and Imploy- 
Wg--ts in the world, as are, nor only /awful in 
aticmſclves, bur moſt ſuitable ro you. There be 
any perſons imployed in frful Trades and 
WArrs, meerly to furniſh other mens luſts : they 
$$: not only fin in their Imployments ; but their 
wWycry Imployments areſinful : they tradefor Hel, 
Wind arcFaQtors for the Devil. ®Demerrins and the 

Crafrs-men ar Epheſus, got their Eſtates by make- 
| Be SPrines for Diana, AQs 19.24, 25- (4. e. ) 
Wile caſes, or boxes with folding leaves, within 
JM which the Image of that 7do/ fate enſhrined. 
wWtheſe were carried about by. the People in Pro- 
AFccllion, in honour of their Idol. And at this 
o—day.how many wicked Artsand Imploymentsare 
here invented, (and mvltitudes of perſons main- 


x tained by them) meerly to gratific the pride 


wand wantonnels of a debauched age? 
i x | | 4 


Now 


: 


: 
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Now to have an honeſt lawful imploymen 
wherein you donot diſhonour God. in benefiting 
your ſelves, is no ſmall mercy. ” | 
Bur if it be- not only lawful. in it ſelf, bu 
ſuiced to your gerins anditrength, there is a dow 
ble mercy in it. Some poor Creatures are call 
gaged in Callings, that cat up their time ar 
ſtrength, and make their lives very uncomfo 
table to them : they have not only ſpending ar 
waſting Imployments in the world; but ſuch 
allow them little or no time for their general! Cal 
king: and yet all this doth but keep them ar 
theirs alive. Oh thercfore, if God have fitre 
ou with an honeſt Imployment,wherein you haul 
eſsto1l than others, and more time for Heal 
yenly Exerciſes, aſcribe this benefit to the ſpecial 
care of Providence for you. AF. 
3. In ſetling you in ſuch an Imployment and Ca 
ling in the world, as poſhbly neither your ſely 
nor Parents could ever expe&t you ſhould arrive 
to. . There are among us ſuch perſons, as oli 
thisaccount are fignally obliged to Divine Pro 
vidence. God hath put them into ſucha way, a 
neitherthey nor their Parents ever vrojected. F : 
look as the FlowerWte-luce in the Compaſs, turn 
now this way, then that way, and never ceaſg 
moving, till 1t ſettle to the North-point ; juſt ſo wifi 
is in our ſ{ctlement in the world. A Child ut 
now deſigned for this, then for that, but at lat}, 
ſctles in that way of Imployment which Proy » 
dence deſigned him ro. How ſtrangely are; 
things wheeled about by Providence ! not what* 
we, or our Parents, but what God deſigned ſhall 
take place. - Amos was very meanly employed a 


firſt, but God deſigned him jor a more honourap 
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y The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 
Ic and comfortable Calling, Amos 7.14, 15, Da- 
5 followed the Ewes, and likely neyer raiſed 
'Fhis choughts to higher things in the days of his ' 
youth ; but God made him the Royal Shepherd 
of a better flock; Pſalm 78. Jo, 71. Peter and 
Indrew were, imployed as Fiſher-men, but cas. 
galls chem from that to an higher Calling Matth. 
£18, 19. to be fiſhers of men. Parexs when he 
gas fourtcen years old;was by the inſtigation- of 
 Whis Step-rrother, placed. with an Apothecary ; but 
<FProvidence ſo wrought, that he was taken off 
om that, and fitted for the Miniſtry 5 wherein 
ſe became a fruitful. and eminent Inſtrument to 
Mthe Church. Fames Andreas was by reaſon of 
"Fs Fathers inability to keep him at School, de- 
Ufoned for a Carpenter ; but was afterwards by the 
erlwaſion of friends, and afhiſtance ofthe Church- 
bck ſent to Statgard, and thence to the Univyer- 
y. and fo arrived to a very eminent ſtation of 
Mfrviceto the Church. A maſter builder Oeco- 
np adins, was by his Father deſigned for a Mer- 
Sant; but his Mother by earneſt entreaties, pre- 
Wiledto keep him ar School: and this Man was 
Sz bleſſed Inftrument in the”reformation of Reli- 
jon. -I might cafily cire multicudes of ſuch In- 
ces; buta taſte may ſuffice. | 
7 4 In ſecuring your Eſtatesfrom ruine, Job 1.10. 
WH thou not made an hedgeabout him, and all that 
*8h hath * This is the Encloſure of Providence, 
EF which {ecuresto us, what by its favour we acquire 
In the way of honeſt induſtry. 
5. la making your Calling ſufficient for you. Ic 
$w25the prayer of Moſes for the Tribe of Judah, 
WExod. 33.7. Lethis hands be ſufficient for him ; 
TFand it isno ſmall mercy,'it yours be fo xr” 
bs me 


- = 
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Some there be that haye work, but not ſtrengiſi 
co go through with it; others have ſtrength, hills 
noimployment for it. - Some have hands, ag 

work for them ; but it's not ſufficient for thenllly 
and theirs. If God bleſs your labours, ſo as 
give you and yours neceſlary ſupports and conf: 
fort in the world by it, it'sa choice Providenall 
andwith all thanktulneſs to be acknowledged. 


If any that fear God - ſhall complain, That hi 
though they have a Calling, yet it is an bard labu 
ous one, which takes up too much of their time, whit, 
they would gladly imploy in other, and better wot 

anſ{wer, | 


(x.)Ics like,the Wiſdom of Providence foreſq 
this to be the moſt ſuitable and proper Imple 
ment for you; and if you had more caſe and re 
you might have more temptations than now vi 
have: the ſtrength and time which is now taken 
up in your daily labours, wherein you ſerye Ge 
might otherways haye been ſpent upon ſnd 
tuſts wherein you might have ſerved the Devil. Wa 

(2.) Hereby it may be, your health 1s wlll 
better preſerved, and natural refreſhments mail 
the ſweeter to you, Eccleſ. 5. 12. . The ſleep offi 
Iabouring man is ſweet to him, whether he eat iti 

' or, much: but the abundance of the rich, will not ſuf 
him toſleep. | = 

(3.3 And as to the ſervice: of' God, it Bu ſo 
hearrs beſpiritual, you may- enjoy much Com 
munion withGod in your very Imployments, andy 
yau haveſome intervals and reſpits for that x 
pole. + Haye you not moreſpare hours, than yt 
imploy to that end? 
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oils But all my tabours will ſcarcely ſuffice, to procure Obje@. 2, 
billime 2d mine the Neceſſaries of life. I am kept (hort 
nnd low to what others are ; and this is a ſad affiifti- 


oh - 
n+ Though the Wiſdom of Pravidence hath or- 
aered you a lower, and poorer condition than 
others, yet ( 1.) Conſider- how many there be 
What arc lower than you in the world : you have 
Mut lictle of the world, yer others have leſs. 
mkead the deſcription of thoſe perſons, Fob Zo. 
L&c. (2. If God haye given you but a ſmall 
Wortion of the world ; yet if. you be godly, 
he hath promiſed never to forſake you, Heb. 13. 5. 
M(3-) Providence. hath ordered that condition 
for you, which is really beft for your eternal 
god. If you had more of the world than you 
ave, your heads and hearts might not be able 
manage it to your advantage. A ſmall Boat 
Wimuſt have but a narrow Sai/. You have not 
ranted hitherto the neceſfaries of life, and are 
Wcommanded. having food and rayment ( though 
WMaone of the fineſt ), to be therewith content. 4 
Wtle that arighteons man > hath, is better than the 
aches of many wicked, Pla]. 37.16. better in the 
row tion, ſweeter in the Fruition, and more-com- 

rcable in the Account. | 
a Well chen, if Providence hath ſo diſpoſed of 
ſou all, that you can eat your own bread, and 
Whadvaritagiouſly direted ſome of you to im- 
Wpioyments, that afford not. only neceſlaries for 
Four ſelves and families, but an over-plus for 
Works of mercy to others, and- all this brought 
for you in a way: you did;not project; let 
pdbe owned, and honoured inthis m—_— 
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8 Divine Conduc : Or, T 
Will you not henceforth call him, My Father, hf 
Guide of my youth? as it is Jer. 3.4 Surely, 
was the Lord that guided you to fetle as you « 
inthoſe days of your youth: You reap at thi 
day, and may to your laſt day, the fruits of thok 


carly Providencesin your youth. : 

Now ſee that you walk anſwerable to 1 
obligations of Providence in this particu G 
lar; and ſee to it in the fear of God, that ya h 
abuſe not any of thoſe things to his diſhonou 


which he hath wrought for your comfort. 
prevenc which, I will here drop a few needfil 
Cautions, and ſur up this particular. 
1-Caxtion, Be not flothful and idle in your Vocations. [I 
ſaid, Augnſtrs built an Apragapolis, a City void ( 
buſineſs; but 1 am ſure God never erected an 
City, Town or Family to that end. The Con 
mand to Adam, Gen, 19. no doubt reaches : 
his poſterity : and Goſpel-Commands back ant 
ſecond ic upon Chriſtians, Rom. 12. 11. ani 
I Theſſ. 4. 11. It you be negligent, you cannot be 
innocent. And yer, | 
2:Cantion, Be not lointent upon your . particular Calling 
as to make them interfere with your / gener 
Calling. Beware you loſe not your God in the 
Crowd and hurry of Earthly buſineſs. Mi 
that ſolemn warning, 1 Tim. 6. g. © But theythd 
wilt be rich fallinto Temptation, and a ſnare, ai 
into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
mn deſtru#jon and perdition. The inhabitants « 
OEnoc, a dry Ifland near Athens, beſtowed mud 
labour to draw ina River to water it, and make} 
it fruitful ; but when the Sluces were opened, tt 
waters flowed ſoabundantly,' that it overflowall 


The Myſtery.of Pyovidence. $ 
[ the Iſland, and drowned the Inhabitants. The 
Þpplication is obvious. It was an excellent 
Bying of Seneca, rebus non me trado, ſed com- 
modo. 1 don't give, but lend my ſelf to buſineſs. 
Remember always, the ſucceſs of your Cal- ». ©.mu7vr, 

lings and earthly Imployments i is by Divine Blcſ- 
Ying, not humane Diligence alone, Derft. 5. 15. 
1 Thou ſhait remember the Lord thy God; for it 1s be 
Jl that giveth thee Power to get Wealth, 'The Devil 
F himſelf was ſo far Orthodox, as to acknowledge 
It, Job 1. 10. Haſt not Thou made an Hedge about 

| tim, and about bis Houſe, and about all that ” be hath 
ww every ſide ? 7 how baſt bleſſed the Work of his 
Hands, &c. Recommend therefore your Aſtairs 

p God by Prayer, according to Pſalm 37. 4, 5. 

D el bt thy ſelf alſo in the Lord, and be ſhall pive 

e the defres of thine Heart. Commit thy way unto 

the Lord : ; truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall bring it to 

2 And touch not with that which you can- 

t recommend to God by Prayer tor a Blel- 


a9 well ſatisfied in that Station and Imploy- 4+Caurlon, 
Fivent 1n which Providence hath placed you, and 
do not ſo-much as wiſh your felves 'in another, 
M1 Cor. 7. 20. Let every Man abide in the ſame Cal- 
Fi lin , wherein he was called, Providence 1s wiſer 
"N th you, and you may be confident hath ſuited 
things better to your Eternal Good, tian you 
ld do, had you been left to your own Op- 
on. 
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VI. 
| Thos you ſee, the Care Providence hath had 
Yer you in your Youth, in reſpe&t of that 
G Civil 


NF. 


$2 . Divine Condug : Or, 
Civil Imployment to which it guided us in thak | 
_ RB. 
Eroviden- We will in the next Place conſider it as of 
nc Guide, and the Ordere? of our Rel tions for u 
with re. ' 1 hat Providence hath a ſpecial Hand in this Mat 
fpe& to ter, is evident both from Scripture Aſſertior 
our Civil and the acknowledgments of Holy Men, who it 
Relations. (har great Concernment of their Lives, have ſtil 
owned, and acknowledged the direQing Handg 
Providence, Take an Inſtance of both. The 
Scripture plainly aſſerts the Dominion of Prov 
dence over this Aﬀair in Prov. 19. 14. A prodet 
Wife is from the Lerd : And Prov. 18. 22, 
findeth a Wiff, findeth a good thing, and obtaint 
favour of the Lord, So for Children, ſee Pal 
127. 3. Lo, Children are an Heritage of the Long 
and the Fruit of the Womb is his Reward. 
And it hath ever been the Pra&tice of Hol 
Men, to ſeek the Lord for Dire&ion and Counſf 
when they have been upon the Change of thellfif 
Condition. No doubt but Abraham's encourag* 
ment in that Caſe was the Fruit of Prayer, Gaifl;: 
24. 7. His Pious Servant alſo, who» was int 
ployed in that Afﬀair, did both earneſtly {7g 
Counſel of God, Gen. 24. 12.'and rhankfully a 
knowledge his gracious Providence in guidi 
it, Ver. 26, 27. | þ 
The ſame we may obſerve in Children, 
Fruit of Marriage, 1 Sam. 1. 20, I uke j 13, 1 1 
Now the Providence of God may be dibers way! 
diſplayed for the engaging of our Hearts in Loy 
to the God of our Mercies. © 
(1.) There is very much of Providence ſee 
inappointing the Parties each for.other. In th 
the Lord goes oftentimes beyond our Thought 
and Projections; yea, and oftentimes, es 4 
mn 


bi 
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4 Mens deſires and deſigns to their great advantage. 
Fi 1 Not what they fancy ; but what his Infinite Wiſ- 
dom judges beſt, and moſt. beneficial for them 
'$ takes place. Hence it is, that probabilities are 
ſo often daſhed ; and things remote and utterly 
JT improbable are brought about, in very ſtrange 
al and unaccountable Methods of Providence. 
Y. (2.) There is much of Provideace ſeen in 
FJ the harmony and agreeableneſs of tempers and 
A Diſpoſitions; from whence a very great part of the 
FE tranquility and comforts of our Lives reſults : Or 
A at leaſt, though natural *"Tempers and Educations 
7H d1d not ſo much harmonize before, yet they do 
Þ after they come under the Ordinance of God, 
Gen. 2.24. They two ſhall be one Fleſh, not. one 
July in reſpect of Gods Inſtitution, but one in re- 
of Love and AfﬀedGion, that thoſe who ſo 
| 2 were meer ſtrangers to each other, are 
&. | jw endeared to a degree beyond the neareſt Re- 
Elations in Blood, Ubz ſupra, For this cauſe ſhall a 
Man leave Father and Mother, and ſhall cleave to 
b { [2 Wife, and they two ſhall be one Fleſh. 
Ip. But eſpecially, Providence is remarka- 
, In making one laſtrumental to the Eternal 
pod 'of the other, 1 Cor. 7. 16. How knoweſt 
K , O Wife, but thou maiſt ſave thy Husband ? Ot 
knoweſt thou, O Man, whether thou ſhalt ſave 
by Wife ? Hence 1s that grave Exhortation to 
Ae Wives of unbelieving Husbands, 1,Pcr. 3. 1. to 
o Min them by their Converſation, which ſhould be 
Þ: © them in ſtead of an Ordinance. 
AJ Or if both be gracious, then what ſingular aſ- 
oF Iſtance and mutual help is hereby gaincd to the 
ht urtherance of their Eternal Good ? Whilſt they 
"4 ve together as Heirs of the Grace of Life, 1 Pet. 
3. 7. 0 bleſſed Providence ! that directed ſuch 
= 1 'G 2 into 
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into ſo ifitimate Relation on Earth, who ſhall bl: 
herit together the con07 Salvation in Heaven 1} 
(4.) How much of Providence is ſeen in Ch 
dren the Fruit of Marriage? To have any Poſt 
rity in the Earth, and not be left altogether F© 
a dry Tree: To have Comfort and Joy in thenlf® 
is a ſpecial Providence, importing a ſpecial Me 
cy tous. Ty have the breaches made upon of 
Families repaired, is a Providence to be owns 
with a thankful Heart, When God ſhall ſay tol ol 
Man, as he ſpeaks in another Caſe to the Churagf® 
Ifa. 49. 20. The Children which thou ſhalt have aft, 
thou haſt leſt the other, ſhall ſay again in thine Ea 
the Place is too ſtrait for me, &C. T 
And theſe Providences will appear more aft 
fetingly ſweet and lovelyto you, if you but con" 
pare jts allotments to you, with what it hath a® 
fotted tro many others in the World. For do buift. 
look abroad, and you ſhall find, 6 
(1.) Multitudes unequally yoked, to the it fr 
bittering of their Lives,- whoſe Relations 
clogs and hinderances both in Temporals an 
Spirituals, Yea, we hind an account in Scripturf® 
of gracious Perſons, a great part of whoſe Conf 
fort in this World hath been ſplit upon thi 
Rock. Abipal was a diſcreet and vertuous WAR 
man, but very unſuitably matched to a chal 
Nabal, ſec 1 Sam. 25. 25. What a Temptation 
to the negleCt of a known Duty, prevaiFd upa? 
the Renowned 1oſes, by the Means of Zippora® 
his Wife? Exod. 4. 24, 25. David had WW 
ſcoffing Michal, 2 Sam.s6. 20. And patient Jl 


ec 


no ſinall Addition to all his other Afflicions, fron 
the Wife of his Boſom, who ſhould have been Þ*< 
ſupport to him in the Day of his Trouble, 

I9. 17. | 


all "The vttery of Providence. 
{4 No doubt, but God fanctifies ſuch Rods to his 
" - Good. If Socrates knew how to improve 
1s Afﬀtiction in his Zartippe, to the increaſe. of 
s Patience; much more will they who converſe 
ith God under all Pr ovidences, whether ſweet 
jr © bitter. Nevertheleſs this muſt be acknow- 
edged to be a ſad ſtroke upon any Perſon, and 
ue ich as maims them upon the working Hand, by 
_ them for Duty, 1 Pet. 3.7. and cuts off 
da the Comfort of Life alſo. 

7) How many are there, who never enjoy 
ic comfortable Fruits of Marriage ? But are de- 
d the ſight, at leaſt, the enjoyment of Chil- 
aMiren, Jer. 22. 30. Thus ſaith the Lord, write this 
fr Childleſs, &c. or if they have Children, yet 
{F:0n0t enjoy them, Hoſea 9.12. Thouph they brinp 
$9 Children, yet will I bereave them, that there [hall 
# be a Man left ; who only bear for the Grave, 
Fad have their Expectations raiſed for a gr eater 

Miction to themſelves. 
7) And it is no rare or unuſual Thing to 
> Children and near Relations the greatelt 
aſtruments of Affliction to their Parents and 
Fpends - So that after all their other Sorrows 
ofÞnc Troubles in the World, neareſt Relations 
bei Ing up the Rear of Sorrows, ( as One ſpeaks ) Mr, 7. C, 
Fl prove greater eriefs than any other, O how in his /a- 
many Parents have complained with the "Tree in 85%* 
the Fable, that their very Hearts have been rived 
glunder with thoſe Wedges that were cut out of 
their own Bodies ? What a grief was Eſa to Iſaac 

and Rebecka ? Gen. 26. 34,35. What a ſcourge 
Were Abſalom and Amnon to David ? 

Well then, if God have ſet the ſolitary in Fa- 
ÞÞlies, as it is ; Pſalrf 68.6. Built an Houſe for the 

þcfolate, given you comfortable Relations, which 
7” CG 2 are 


A 
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are ſprings of daily Comfort and Refreſhmenth 
you, you are upon many accounts engaged { 
walk anſwerably to theſe gracious Providena 
And that you may underſtand wherein that dec 
74m and agreeable Comportment with theſe Pre 
vidences conſiſts, take up the Senſe of your Duty 
in theſe brief hints. 

(1.) Aſcribe to God the Glory of all thok 
Providential works which yield you comfort. Ya Rr 
ſee a wiſe, directing, governing Provide 
which: hath diſpoſed and ordered all things bk 
yond your own Projections and Deſigns. The wa 
of Man 15 not in himſelf, nor is it in him that walk! 
z0 dire} his own fteps, Jer. 10, 23. Not what ye 
' Projected, but what an higher counſel than younff 
deterr ined, is come to paſs, Good Jacob whe 
God had made him the Father of a Family, ad 
mired God in the Mercy, Gen. 32. 10. With 
ſtaff ( ſaid he) 1 paſſed over this Jordan, and ni 
1 am become two Bands, And how doth this Mey 
cy humble and melt him ? 7 am not wortyy of fl 
leaſt of all the Mercies, and of all the Truth, whul: 
thou haſt ſhewed unto thy Jy Servant. 

Be exaCt in diſcharging the Duties of thoſe R 
lations which ſo gracious .a Providence hath k 
You into, Abuſe not the effects of ſo much Mg 
cy and Love to you. The Loxd expedts Praily 


where ever you have Comfort. This aggravatWll { 


David'sSin, that he ſhonld dare to abuſe ſo great 
Love and Mercy, as God had ſhewn him in bl 
Family Relations, 2 Sam. 12.7, 8, 9. F 
3 Improve Relations to the end Providence dt : £1 

if ad them. Walk together as Co-heirs of th: 
Grace of Life : Study to be mutual Bleſſings tai 
each other : So walk in your Relations, that thiffe 
parting Day may be lweet. Death will "ira Fc 
19 : 
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-hreak up the Family ; and then nothing but the 


Wcenſe of Duty Diſcharged, or the negleQs Par- 
$Joned, will give Comfort. 


The Seventh Performance of Providence. 


V IT. 
ous You have heard how well Providence hath Providen- 
A performed its Part for you, in planting you tial Pro- 
into Families, who once were ſolitary. Now —— 
FFiet us in the next Place view another gracious : 
erformance . of Providence for us, in making 
Moon from Time to Time for us and our Families, 


Mjſthe rather put theſe Providences together in this 

Place, becauſe I find the Scripture doth ſo, Pſalm 
F107. 41. He ſetteth the Poor on high from AfiiGion, 
Ward maketh him Families like a Flock, 


J & on know the Promiſes God hath made to his 


ple, Pſalm 34. 10. The young Lions ſhall lack, 
md ſuffer hunger ;, but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall 
it want any good thing, And have you not alſo 
Ween the conſtant performance of it? Cannot you 
'Y give the ſame anſwer, if the ſame queſtion were 
WF propounded to you that the Diſciples did, Luke 
22. 35. Since I ſent you forth, lacked ye any thing ? 
17 ard they /aid, nothing. Can ye not with Tacob, 
*8 ell him, the God that fed you all your Life long ? 
Gen. 48. 15. Surely be hath given Bread to them 
Y that fear him, and been ever mindful of his Couc- 
za, Plalm 111. 5. 
3 Todiſplay this Providence, we will conſider it 
Fin the following Particulars. | 
WF (1.) The aſidaity and conftancy of the Care of 
WProvidence for the Saints, Lam. 3. 23. His Mer- 
res are new every Morning, It is not the ſupply of 
Re or two preſſing needs, but all your wants, 4s 
i | G 4 they 
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they grow from day to day through all yom 
_ 3, Gen, 48. 15. The God that fed me. all my 
Life long. The Care of Providence ruas parall 
with the line of Life, See Iſa. 46. 3, 4 Hearh 
imto me, O Flouſe of Jacob, and all the remnant d 
the Houſe of Iſrael, which are born by me from ti 
Belly, which are c carryed from the Womb : Aud eval 
to your ol4 Age I ambe, and even to boar hairs will| 
carry yo : I have made, and I will bear, even I will 
carry, and will deliver you. So that as God. big 
Iſrael, Micah 6. 5. To remember from Shittium unt 
Gilgal, that they might know the faithfulneſs of th 
Lord: io would I perſwade thee, Reader, to re 
cord the ways of Providence, from firſt 'to laſ 
throughout thy whole courſe to this Day, that 
> maiſt ſee what.a God he hath been 
rnce 
(2.) The ſeaſonableneſs, and opportugenelſs d 
its Proviſions for them : For ſo ruus the Prom 
Ifa. 41.17. Whenthe Poor and needy ſeek water, am 
tnere 1s none, and their Tenpue faileth fur thirſt, 
the Lord will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will nl 
forſake them ;, and fo hath the Performance of- it be 
been. And this hath been made good to di: 
ſtreiſed Saints ſometimes ia a more ordinary way, 
God ſccretly Bleſling a little, and making it ſub 
ficient for us and- ours: Job tells us of the ſeett 
cf God uten 1s Tabernacle, Job 29. 4. (1.e.) Þ 
ſecret Ble (ing 1S 10 their 7 abernacles ; by ReaſWl 
whercof it is That that they ſ(ubliſt ; bur it is in 
yunaccountable way that they do ſo. And ſome 
times in an extraordinary way it breaks forth fot 
their twpply. So you find in 2 Kings 17.9, 10,f! 
11,12, 13,14. The Cruſe and Barrel fail not. If 
Mr. Samuel Clarke, in the Life of that painful» 
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_ ant numb, 1s Seryant of Chriſt Mr, John Fox, te&Þ0 
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mcords a memorable Inſtance of Providence, and it 
is this, That rowards the end of King Henry the 
eEighth his Reign he went to London,” where he 
Auickly ſpent that little his Friends had given 
tFm.or, he had acquired by his own Diligence, and 
began to be in great want. As one Day he ſate 
in Paul's Church, ſpent with long Faſting, his 
 FCountenance thin, and his Eyes hollow, after the 
tf ghaſtly Manner of Dying Men, every one ſhun- 
dj ning a Spectacle of {o much horror : . There 
atcame one to him, whom he had never ſeen be- 
ore, and thruſt an untold ſumm of Money into 
ws Hand, bidding him, be of good Cheer, and 
ME accept that ſmall Gift in good part from his 
a Couvnrrey-man ; and that he ſhould make much 
J of himſelf, for that within a few Days new hopes 
were at. Hand, and a more certain Condition of 
ivelihood. Three Days after the Dutcheſs of 
EE Bcb0nd ſent for him to live in her Houſe, and 
MAS 7 tor to the Earl. of Sarrey's Children,- then 

Funder her Care. 

ff Mr. 1kac Ambroſe a worthy Divine, whoſe la- 
tf bours have made him acceptable to his Genera- 
Ii-B tion, in his Epiſtle to the Earl of Bedford pre- 
gf ixed to his Laſt Things, givesa pregnant Inſtance 
&-Fi9 his own Caſe; his Words are theſe ; For mine 
aww? Part ( faith he) however the Lord bath ſeen 
pl Cauſe to give me but a Poor pittance of outward 
wTbmgs, fer which I bleſs his name ;, yet in the income 
thercof, 1 bave many times obſerved ſo much of his 
Bpeculiar Providence, that thereby they bave been very 
hmrch ſweetned, and my Heart bath been raiſed toad- 
oFmire his Grace. When of late under an hard Diſ- 
I penſation ( which 1 judge not meet to mention ) 
al} wherein I ſuffered conſcientiouſly all Streams of wont- 
6d Supplies being ſtopt, the Waters of Relicf for -.d 
v7 | C41 


Divine Cotduct t Or, : 
ſelf and Family did run low - I went to Bed with th 
ſome ſtaggexings and doubtings of the Fountains let ® 
ting out it ſelf for our refreſhing ; but &'re 1 dig 
awake in the Morning, a Letter was brought to mill 
Bed-ſide, which was Signed by a choice Friend My 
Anthony Aſh, which reported ſome unexpetied Pl 
breakings out of Gods Goodneſs for my Comfort. Theſ 
are ſome of his Lines ——— Tour God who hath 
given you an heart thankfully to Record your Experi, 
ences of his Goodneſs, doth renew Experiences fall © 
your Enconr agement,” Now I ſhall Report one, whit 
will raiſe your Spirit toward the God of your Ml, MN 
cies. Whereupon he ſweetly concludes,0ne Mori © 
of Gods Proviſion, efpeczally when it comes in ut ly 
expedted, and upon Prayer, when wants are moſt, wi ke 
be more ſweet to ſpiritual reliſh, than all forma 
Enjoyments were, , 

(3.) The Wiſdom of Providence in our Pre in 
viſions. And this is diſcovered in two Things ; 
(1.) In proportioning the quantity, not ſatisfyiny 
our extravagant wiſhes, but anſwering our re: f 
needs ;, conſulting our wants, not our wantonneſs} 
Phil. 4. 19. Ay God ſhall ſupply all your wants ;, ang [© 
this hath exaQly ſuited the wiſhes of. the beltY. 
and wiſeſt Men, who deſired no more at its handy Þ 
So Jacob, Gen. 28. 20. and Apur, Prov. 30. 8,9. þ 
Wiſe Providence conſiders our Condition as Pj Ss 
2rims and Strangers, and fo allots the Yiaticun# 
Proviſion, that is needful for our Paſſage home 
It knows the miſchievous influence of fulnelſs andf 
redundancy upon moſt Men, though ſanQified 9 
and how apt it is to make them remiſs, and fore: 
getful of God, Dent. 6. 12. That their Hearts, likeÞ 
the 0on, ſuffers an Eclipſe when it is at they” 
tull; and fo ſuits and orders all to their beſt ad 
vautzge, (2.) Its Wiſdom is much diſcovered upp 


nr 
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the manner of diſpenſing our Portion to us. It 
{many times ſuffers our wants to pinch hard, and 
{many Fears to ariſe, out of deſign to magnifie the 
Care and Love of God in the ſupply, Det. 8. 3. 
#08 Fovidence ſo orders the Caſe, that Faith and 
a8 Prayer coming betwixt our wants and ſupplies 
ol the Goodneſs of God may be the more magnifie 
$8 10 our Eyes thereby. 
And now let me beg you to conſider the good 
"7 of Providence, that hath provided for, and 
48 fvitably ſupplyed you and yours all your Days, 
and neyer failed you hitherto: And labour 
to walk ſuitably to your Experiences of ſuch 
{F Mercies. In order whereunto, let me preſs a 
all few ſuitable Cautions upon you. 
1, Beware, that you forget not the Care and 
:© kindneſs of Providence which your Eyes have ſeen 
off in ſo many Fruits and Experiences thereof. It 
all was Gods charge againſt frael, Pſal. 106. 3. That 
pl be foon forgat his wondrous Works. A bad Heart. 
4 jo a ſlippery Memory, deprieve Men of the Com- 
au ort of many Mercies, and defraud God of the 
wt Glory due for them. | 
nf 2.Do not diſtruſt Providence in future exigen- 
2 cies. Thus they did, Pſalm 78. 20. Behold, be 
hnote the Rock, that the Waters guſhed out, and the 
Ml Sreams overflowed : can he give Bread alſo? canhe 
Srovide fleſh for bis People ? How unreaſonable and 
je4abſurd are theſe queries of unbelicf, eſpecially af- 
Fer their Eyes had-een the Power of God in ſuch 
J4&traordinary Effects ? 
r4- 3.Donot murmur andregret under new ſtraits. 
kefThis is a vile temper ; and yet how incident to 
hefus, when wants preſs hard upon us! Ah! did we 
dÞbut rightly underſtand what the demerir of Sin is, 
ine would rather admirg the bounty of God, than 
het COM- 
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complain of the ſtrait-handedneſs of Providence 
And if we did but conſider, that there lyes upon 
God no obligation of Juſtice or Gratitude to re- 
ward any of our Duties, it would cure our mug; 
murs, Ger, 32. 20. | B« 


4 Do not ſhew the leaſt Diſcontent at the Lot, 
and Portion Providence Carves out to you. Offli 
that you would be well pleaſed and fatished with 
all its appointments. Say a P/al. 16.6. The line g 
are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places ;, yea, I have 
oodly heritage. Surely that is beſt for you, which 
Providence hath appointed, and one Day yay 
your ſelves will judge it {o to be. | ? 


5.Do not neglec& Prayer when ſtraits befal you, 
You ſee its Providence diſpenſes all, you live up- 
on it; therefore apply your ſelves to God 1n the 
Times of need. Thisis evidently included in thelf 
Promiſe, Iſa. 41. 17. as well as expreſſed in t 
Command, Phil. 4. 6. Remember God, and hel; 
will not forget you. | 

6.Do not diſtra& your Hearts with ſinful Car 
Matty 6. 25, 26. Conlidergthe fowls of the Air, 
( faith Chriit ) not the Fowls at the Door, that 
are daily fed by Hand ; but thoſe of the Ar; 
that know not where to have the next meal; and 
yet God provides for them. Remember your, 
Relation to Chriſt, and his Engagements'by Pro- 
miſe to you, and by theſe things work your Hearts 
to Sarisfactionand Content with all the allotments 
Qf Providence. 
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The Eiphth Per formance of Providence, 


| VIII. 
£ The next great Advantage and Mercy the p;g;;4cn. 
F6aints receive from the Hand of Providence, tial Per- 
Fis in their Preſervation from the Snares, and Tempta- formances 
tions of Sin, by its preventing Care over them. That _ = 
Providence wards off many a deadly ſtroke of any 9a 
"7 FEPrations and puts by many a mortal thruſt the power 
hich Saran makes at our Souls, is a Truth as of Temp- 
Fnanifeſt as the Light that ſhineth. This is in- tationt 
"Y cluded in that Promiſe, 1 Cor. 10.13. God will 
"8 with the Temptation make a way to eſcape, that ye may 
Whe able to bear it, Providence gives an out-let 
for the Souls eſcape, when it is ſhut up into the 
*Fdangerons ſtraits of Temptation. There are 
Fino cminent Ways whereby the force and effica- 
5 of Temptation is broken in Believers. One 
K8by the Operation of internal Grace, Gal. 5. 17. 
The Spirit Iuſteth againſt the Feſh ;, ſo that ye 
Yannot do the Things that ye would (z. e.) Sancti- 
Fication gives Sin a miſcarrying Womb after it 
©Hiath conceived in the Soul. The other way, 1s 
by the external working of Providence; and of 
this I am here engaged to ſpeak. 
7 The Providence of God 1s the great Obex and 
hnderance to a World of Sin, which elſe would 
EF break forth like an overflowing Flood from our 
Jerrupt Natures. It prevents abundance of Sin, 
Which elſe Wicked Men would commit, Ger. 
19. 11. The Sodomites were greedily purſuing, 
their Luſts : God- providentially hinders it, by 
ſmiting them blind. FJeroboam intends to ſmite 
the Prophet ; Providence interpos'd, and wither'd 
Jhis arm, 1 Kizgs 13. 4. Thus you ſee, when 
| wicked 
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wicked Men have contrived, and are ready 
execute their wickedneſs, Providence claps on it 
Manacles, That their Hands cannot perform their 
terprizes, as It 15 Job 5. 12. Fog ; 

And ſo mach Corruption there remains 
good Men, that they would certainly plung 
themſelves under much more guilt than they doi 
Providence did not take greater care of them thailff 
they do of themfelves:For though they make C "0 
ſcience of keeping themſelves, and daily watt 
their Hearts and Ways, yet ſuch is the deceittnþ 
neſs of fin, that if Providence did not lay blodk 
in their way, it would ( more frequently thai: 
it doth) entangle and defile them. *And tht 
it doth divers Ways. ; 

(1.) Sometimes by ſtirring up others to i 
terpoſe with ſeaſonable Counſels, which effedw 
ally dilſwade them from proſecuting an evil dt 
ſign. Thus Abigail meets David in the nick 1 
Time, and diſſwades him. from his evil Purpok 
T 5am. 25. 34. 

And1I find it recorded ( as on another accou 
was noted before ) of that Holy Man Mr. Ds 
that being Jate-at Night in his Study, he wi 
ſtrongly moved ( though at an unſeaſonabl 
Hour ) .to viſit a Gentlemar of his Acquaintance;: 
and not knowing what might be the deſign a 
Providence therein, he obeyed, and went ; wha 
he came to the Houſe, after a few knocks at th 
Door, the Gentleman himſelf;came to him, any 
askt him, whether he had any Bufineſs to himF;? 
Mr. Dod anſwered, no; but thathe conld not bt 
quiet till he had ſeen him. O Sir, reply'd this 
Gentlemar,) you are ſent of God at this Hour, follſs 
juſt now ( and with that, takes the Halter c Fn 
of his Pocket) 1 was going to deſtroy my ſelf}'* 
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= And hos was the miſchief prevented. 
*(2.) Sometimes by hindering the Means and 
Inſtruments, whereby the Evil it {elf is prevent- 
ed. Thus, when good Fehoſaphat had joyned 
himſelf with that wicked King Ahaziab, to build 
I Ships at Ezion-Gaber to go to. Tarſhiſh, God 
WM vrevents..the Deſign, by breaking the Ships 
with a Storm, as .you read, 2 Chron. 20. 35, 
Wis 7. 
\ if We find alſo the Life of Mr. Bolton, written 
: 7 Bagſhaw, That whilſt he was in Oxford, 
W he had familiar acquaintance with Mr. Anderton, 
Ya good Scholar, but a ſtrong Papr##, who know- 
Ming Mr. Boltoz's good Party, and perceiving that 
"Mhe was 1n.ſome outward wants, took this advan- 
.Mtage, and uſed many Arguments to perſwade him 
Mito be reconciled to the Church of Rome, and to 
M20 over with him to the Engliſh Seminary, aſſu- 
Mriog him he ſhould be furniſhed with all neceſſa- 
Wries, and have gold enough. Mr. Bolton beingat 
at time, poor in Mind and Purſe, accepted the 
Motion, and a Day and Place was appointed in 
Lancaſhire, where they ſhould meet and take ſhip- Some af- 
ping and be gone : But Mr. Anderton came not, flitions 
and ſo he eſcaped the ſnare. _- are Tg- 
Y. (3-) Sometimes by layin® ſome ſtrong aff. iis, 
con upon the Body, to prevent a worſe Evil. ,thers are 
nd this is is the Meaning of Hoſea 2. 6. I will xaidÞias, 
Hedge up ber Way with Thorns. Thus Baſh was chaftiſe- 
WW long Time exerciſed with a violent Head- —_— 
FAch, which ( as he obſerved) was uſed by Pro- rn A 
Miidence to prevent Luſt. Paul had a Thorn in yagi, 
Fe Fleſh, a Meſſenger of Satan ſent to Buffet tryals of 
Mm: And this Aﬀidion, whatever it was, gm 
' Fas ordained to prevent Pride in him, 2 Cor. = 
elfÞ'*+ 7- | ſervatives 
We | (4.) Some» from Sin» 
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(4.) Sometimes Sin is prevented in the Saj 
by the better Information of their Minds at thi© 
Sacred Oracles of God, Thus, when ſinful Motifl:; 
ons began to riſe in David's mind, from the Prof 
perity of the Wicked, and his own Afﬀiat 
State, and grew to that height, that he began tl 
think.,all he had done in the way of Religion,wy 
little better than loſt labour ; he 1s ſet rip 
again, and the Temptation diſſolved, by gol 
into the SanGuary, where God ſhewed him hg 
to take new Meaſures of Perſons and Things ;? 
judge them by their Ends and Iflues, not than 
preſent appearances, Pſalm 73.12,13, 179. M 

(5.) And ſometimes the Providence of | 
prevents the Sins of his People,by removing thai 
out of the Way of Temptations by Death. Wits 
which ſenſe we may underſtand that Text, 1/4 
57. I. The Righteous 1s taken away from the Evi 
come ;, the evil of Sinas well as Sufferings. Whe 
the Lord ſees his People low ſpirited, and nor; 
bleto grapple with ſtrong Tryals and Temptatl 
ons which are drawing on, it 1s with reſpec 
them a merciful Providence, to be disbanded |} 
Death, and ſet out of harms way. 1 

Now conſider, and admire the Providence « 
God, O ye Saints,who hath had more Care t 
your Souls, than ever ye had of them. Had'ne 
the Providence of God thus wrought for you ilif 
a way of Prevention, it may be you had this Da 
been ſo many . Magor Miſſabibs. How was tl 
Heart of David melted under that preventing 
Providence fore-mentioned in 1 Sam. 25. 34. Hf 
bleſſes the Lord, the Inſtrument, and ri 
Counſel by which his Soul was preſerved fron 
Sin, Do but ſeriouſly bethink your ſelves + 


Ww Particulars about chis Cafe. As, 
"FS" (1.) How your corrupt natures have often 
Mis petuoully haried you on towards in, fo tharall 
"Miche inherent grace you had, could nor withſtand 
is orce, if Providence had not prevented ir in 
bme ſuch method as you have heard, Jam. x. 14. 
very mants tempted when he is drawmaway of- his 
we (afs., and enticed. You found your \elyes bit 

thers in the wind of tempration. 

tz.) How near you have been brought to the 
Srigkof ſin, and yer ſaved by a merciful hand 
Be Providence. May you'nort fay whith- him "In * 
Prov. 5- 14- Twas almoſt in the midſt of all evil * 
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Mor as Plal. 73. 2: 24y feet were almoit gout 
kw IP had well nigh ſſidden. . O merciful Prove. 


Wdence ! thar, ſtep.in ſo opportunely to your 


l 
| 3..) How miany. haye been ſuffered to fall by 
"We | 4 of Temp tionsto. the reproach of Re- 
on, and wounding of their own Conſciences 
that degree, thar they ' have never recovered 
WMC! Peace again; bur hived in the world de= 
bid of corafort to their dyingday 7 . 
(4 ) How woful. your 'caſe had been, if the 
Jed had nor mexci pr avegs you from many 
waſand remptatiens, that have affaulred: you 3 
Well you, you cannot eſtimare the mercies you 
Wale! - ry f{uch Providences. Arc your 
ames {w 


It 
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bp ect, and your Conſciences peaceful, two 
ercies as.dear to you as your two eyes? Why 
Surely , you owe thern, if not wholly , yet in 
UN * » + 
Feat meaſure, to the aids and affiſtances Provi- 
face hath given you all along the way you have 


- al DO the dangerous tetnpting World to 
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> Walk therefore ſuitably to this Obligation 
Providence alſo : And ſee,”  ** » _ 7 
*(1.) That you thankfully. own it.” Don't ig} 
pute your eſcapes from” Sinto accidents, or gl 2 
your own Watchfvlneſs or Wiſdom.  . ? 
(2.) See that you tempt not Providence Q 
the other Hand, by an irregular Relyance up 
its care over yan, without taking all due care! 
your ſelves. © Keep your ſelves in the Love of Gi 
Jude 21. Keep your Hearts with all Diligence, Pri 
4. 23. Though Proyidence keep you, yet It'1s! 


- 
< 
i" 


the Way of your Duty. 
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IX;” - | 
Providen- Thus you ſee what care Providence hath h 
tial Pre- gyer your Souls, in preventing the ſpiritual da 
ventions 


of bodily &*7* and miſeries that elſe would bave. bef, alley 


im the way” of Temptati + Tn: the next Place 
will ſhew you, that it hath been 01/5 careful} 
Pſal. 17.8. your Bodies, and with how preat tenderneſs it bath © 
Thou keep- yied them in its Arms through innumer able baz. 
- oh and dangers alſo, He' is called the Keeper. of. 
ofthine eye. that never ſlumbereth nor ſitepeth, Plalm 1.21. 4.4 
The Eye Preſerver of Men, Job 5. 20. Feiſplay theGle 
hath five of this Providence before youtaet us take it 
Tm .. Conſiderations, the perils into'which the beſk 
= aninſ * Men ſometimes fall, and the, Way-and MeanSWS 
Danger! Which Providence preſerves them in thous 
(1.) Ara- Dangers. 
vea tiumca, | 
like a Spiders web. (2.) Ketiformis, like a Net. (3-) Uvea, lik" 
berry. (4.) Cornea, like an Horn. (5.) Adnata tunica, the cover 
Id of the Eye : Here is Guard upon Guard, reſembling the various 
ways Providence hath to ſecure us from Ruine, Ft 
[ 
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* _- The Myfeery of Pyovidence. 
E Thereare magitold hazards into which we are ' 

often caſt in this. World, The Apoſtle Par 

pives us a general account. of his Dangers, in 

2 Cor. 11. 26. And how great awonder is it, that 

our Life hath. not be-n extinguiſhed in ſome of 

thoſe Dangers we have been in ? For, 

{-(1.) Have not ſome of. us- fallen, and that 

bften into very dangerous Sickneſſes and Diſcaſes, 

©-which we have approached to the, very brink 

of the. Grave ?' and have or might have ſaid with 
Bezekab, 114. 38.10. I ſaid in the cutting off of my See Jov 
Days, 1 ſhall go to the Gates of the Grave: I am 33-15, 4 
de; ieved of the refadue of my Years. Have we not = oy 
often had the Sentence of Death.an our ſelves ? 
And our Bodies at that Time been like a Leaky 


"ns 


SI . Mt. Tho; 
S0IP.10 2 Storm _( as one aptly reſembles it.) that", 


Bath taken in Water on every ſide, till it wasrea- ;n yi; Ags 
yto ſink? Yet hath ,God Preſerved, -Careened, gravation 


id Lanched vs ovt again as well as ever. Oh of Sin as 
at a wonder is it, that ſuch-a crazy Body 8inft 


mercy, 


ould be preſerved for ſo many Years, and ſur- ps 30» 


ve ſo many Dangers ! Surely, it, is not. more 
mirable to ſee a Yenice-glaſs paſs from Hand to  _ 
nd in continual uſe for forty or fifty Years, and "ay 
to remain ..whole, notwithſtanding many (1 pare 
vcks and falls it hath had. If you enjoy health of the Bo- 
Tecover our of- Sickneſles, it is becauſe he puts dy, yet 
re of theſe Diſeaſes upon thee, or becauſe he is the Phyſicians 
od thy Phyſician, Exod. 1 5.26 drgretie 
9,109 THEFT r tt NO: leſs than 
b thirty diſ- 
Gates incident to it. Naſcuntur in eo leucoma, gitucoma, lippitudo, xeroph* 
Ween, ficus, lithiafis, epiphora © trigentts id genus vitia- 


(2.) And how many<deadly Dangers hath his 
F2and reſcued ſome of you from, in thoſe Years 


Confuſion and publick Calamity, when the 
T. H 43 Sword 


Divine Conduct: Or, q 
Sword was bathed in blood, and made hortiy) 
flughter, when it may be, your lives were of 
ren given you for a prey 2 T his David put a {tf 
cial remaraue upon, Pſal. 140. 7. O God the Lori 
the. frength of my ſalvation ; thon haſt covered mll% 
head in the day of Battle. ui 
Beza being in France in the firſt CivilWar, ani 
there toſſed up and and down for two and twet 
months, recorded fix hundred deliverances fro 
dangers in that ſpace, for which he f6lemr 
gave Gods thanks in his laſt Teſtament. If t 
Sword deſtroyed you not, it was becanſe Gad 
not give it a Commaitſhon {o to do. {| 
(3. ) Many of you have {een wonders of faly 
tion upon thedeeps, where the hand of God ha 
been {1gnally ſtretched forth for your reſcue at 
deliverance. This is elegantly expreſſed in PJUW® 
* See my 197. 23. 24, 25, 20, 27. (_ which Fs * -cl{e® 
Seamar's where opened at large”) concerning which, 
Companionmgy ſay ina propefſenſe, what the Pſalmiff de 
P: 41" metaphorically, Plal. 124. 2.8 4. If it had not bu 
the Lord who was on our fide, then the waters hi 
overwhelmed us, the fiream had gone over our ſo 
Toſce men that have ſpent fo many years uy 
the Seas,( where your lives have continually han 
cd in ſuſpenſe before you ) attain to-your yea 
when you could neither be reckon'd among 
living nor the dead (as Seamen are not : ) Ol 
what caule have =_ to adore your great pt 
lerycr ! Many thouſands of your Companion 
are gone down, and you yet here to praiſe t 
Lord among the Living. You have bordert 
nearer to Eternity all your days than others, ani® 
often been in eminent perils upon the Seas, ſure 
ly ſuch, and ſo many Salyations call aloud up 


yo Q! 


T 


Org 
The WYyſtery of P2ovidence. | 

you for moſt ghankful acknowledgements. 

#1 -(4.) To conclude, how innumerable hazards 
and accidents, ( the leaſt of which hath cur off 
hers.) hath God carried usall through ! I think 

WI may ſafely ſay, your privitive and poſitive 

Wnmercies of this kind are more in number than the 
airsof your heads. Many thouſands of theſe 
Kangers we never ſaw, nor were made patrticu- 
acly ſcnfible of ;but though we ſaw them nor, 
gur.God did, and brought us out-of danger, be- 
tre he brought us into fear. Some have been 
gadent to us, and thoſe fo remarkable, that we 

Yannot think, or ſpeak of them to his day, 

Wot our ſouls are treſhly afte&ted with thoſe 
mercics. 

It is recorded of our famous Jewell, that Clerk's 
abour the beginning of 2zeex Mary's Reign, the £2%5, P- 

Weuiſition raking hold of him in Oxford, he fled 2**: 

= Ld! by night: bur providentially loſfin 
ic £94d, he eſcaped the Inquifitors who Kor 
kim : however, he fell that night into another 
eminent hazardof lite, for wandering up and 
gown in the ſnow, he fainted, and lay ſtary- 
bg in the way, panting and labouring for lite, 

Emhichtime Mr.,Latimer's ſervant found and 
Wed him. os 

+ It were'cafie to multiply Ezamples in this 
Bind, Hiſtories abounding with them; but I 

Shink there are few of us, but are furniſhr our 

o& our; own experience abundantly; fo that I 
all rather chuſe to preſs home the ſenſe of 
heſe Providences upon you, in order to a ſuita- 
ble return tothe God of your mercies for them, 
pan add more Inſtances of this kind. Ta this 
Wpurpole, I defire you {criouſly to weigh the fol- 
woying particulars. H 2? (1.) 
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(1.) Confider- what -you .owe to Providenafi 
for your Prote&tion, by which your Life hath be 
Protracted unto. this. Day, with the- uſctulnel 
and comfort thereof. Look abroad inthe World 
and. you may daily fee ſome in every place, wh 
-are Objeas of Pity, bereaved by ſad accidents 
Tic learn- all the Comforts of Life, whilſt in the mean tin 
£4 Alſted Providence hath tenderly preſerved you, keep 
lets mM- 21] your Bones, ſo that not one of them 1s. brok 


ſelf to cnu- "A 
weeks: "574 Pſalin 34. 20. Is not the Elegant. and Com 


maniſoiq Structure of thy Body ſpoiled, thy members; 
kazards ftorted,; or made ſo many Seats of Torment, 

through uſefulneſs of anypart deprived ? .,why, this-1s1 
which-the cauſe Providence never quitted its hand of th 
ſince thou cameſt out of the Womb, but with 


life of man 
15 carried 1 - hy 
in the Watchful Eye and tender-Hand hath guarded th 
hand of 1n every Place, and kept theeas its charge. 
Provi= , 
- "dence, in Theol. .C atecber. p. 191, 192, &c; and piouſly concludes 
theſe Words, Denique, quod ab innumeris malis, que ab omnibus greats 
cmnt teinpore ribi impendent, mirabiliter liberaris; in his omnibus inqul 
quo ſcimus crehro evenire ſolita, ac -proinde ita ſe babent, ut nobis quo 
poſſwit evenire, ſolam Dei providentiam debes ſuſpicere & predicare, vi 


*. 


(2.) Conſider, how every Member which hat 
been ſo tenderly kept, hath nevertheleſs beens 
Inſtrument of Sin againſt the Lord ; and thi 
not only in the Days of your unregeneracy. whe 
ye yielded your Members as Inſtruments of” unrighth 
ouſneſs unto Sm, ( as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 1n Kon 
6.13.) but even ſince you gave them up ws 
Covenant untothe Lord,as dedicated Inſtrument 
to his Service: And yet how tender hath Prof 
dence been over them! You have often prov 
ked him to afflict you 18 every Part, and lay Pe 
241 Evil upon every Member that hath been ir 
itrumental 10m! Evil; but © how great-haveſ 


% 


. 
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* The Yyſtferyof Pwvidence, 
Whis compaſſions been towards you, and his pati- 
Wence admirable! | 
' M( 32 Coptider, what is the aim of Providence 
Wall the render care ithath manifeſted for yon? 
Why doth ic protect you fo affiduouſly, and ſuffer 
Who evil to befal you? Is it not that you ſhould 
Winploy your bodics for God, and'cheerfully ap- 
Your ſelvesto that ſervice he hath called you 
==9: Doubtleſs,this is the cnd and level of: theſe 
tercies ; for” elſe to what purpoſe are they at- 
ded you? Your bodics arc a part of Chriſts 
pul 5h as well as your ſouls, 1 Cor. 6. 19. Th 
Me" committed to the charge and Turelage of 
nods, Heb. 1. 14. who have performed many 
Evices for them. They are dedicated* by 
Four ſelyes to the Lord, and that upon the 
ipheſt account, Rom. 121. They have alrea- 
r been the ſubjeQs of manifold mercies in this 
Id; P/af.35. 10. and ſhall partake of ſingu- 
t glory and happineſs in the world to come, 
#/. 3:21. © Andſhall they not then beemploy- 
L,. yea, cheerfully worn out in his ſervice>- 
dw reaſonable 1s-ic they ſhould be ſo > Why 
they ſo tenderly preferyed by God, if they 
it nor be uſed for God ? . 


LY 


The Tenth Performance of Providence. 


& 


5 You have heard many and great things per- providen- 
Armed for .you by Divine Providence, . in tial Afi- 
Ale formier/ particulars; but_there is an-eminent fances in 


zÞvour.it beſtows on-the Saints, which hath not — A _ 
oct been conſidered,” and» indeed” 1s - too little con, - 
veſſningec by as, and es, Aid and affitance 
* wah 4 58 


V4 ; 
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it gives the people of God in the great wh 
Mortification. Ex 
Morrification of our ſinful affetions and pals 
fions, is the one half of our SanCtification, Roll 
6:11. dead indeed unto fin, but alive unto Gad. -5 Oo 
- It's the great Evidence of our Intereſt in'Chrif 
See Gal. 5. 24. Rom. 6. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. ke | 
It's our: ſafety in the hour of Temptarionif 
The corruptions in the world are through tu 
2 Pet. I. 4. 
Our Inſtrumental fitneſs for ſervice, dep 
much apap i, it, 2 Tim.2.21. John 15.2. I 
great a ſervice to our ſouls therefore: muſt 
be, by which this bleſſed work is carried oN | 
on them 2? Yu 
Now there are two Means or Inſtruments it 1: 
ployed inthis work. The Spir#t, who efiefs1 
internally, Rom. 8. 1 = And Providence, which 4 
fiſts it externally. The 2.293 indeed is the prit 
cipal Agent, upon whole operation, the ſuct 
of this work depends; and all the Provid« 
in the World can never effe&t it + without bit 
Pur theſe are ſecondary and- ſubordinate meant 
which by the bleſſing - of the Spirit upon t n 
have a great ſtroke in thework. How they. '* 
ſoſcrviceable to this end and purpoſe, I fi 
open in the following account. Fi 
C I. ) More generally. The moſt wiſe . [3 
orders the diſpenſationsof Providence ina bl ; 
ſed ſubordination to rhe work of his © Spiri 
There 1s a ſweet harmony betwixr them in they 
diſtin& workings. They all meer in that on 
bleſſed iſſue which God hath by the councel 
his Will direfted them to, Eph. 1. 11. Rome. 8 


Hence it is, tharthe Pirie. i laid to be in, an | 


A 


&: þf The Buſery uf Dabiaſyce: —_— 
der the motions of the wheelsof Providence, 
xk. 1.20. and fo they movetogether by con- 


xt. Now, one great patt of the Spirit's inter- 
wig! work, being to deſtroy.fin m the People of 
"60d; {ce how comformableto his defign,external 
iFovidences are: fteer'd and order'd 1n the fol- 
Sowing particulars. 
ong( 1-) There is in all the regenerate a ſtrong 
topenſion and inclination to fin, and in that 
Es 2 principal part. of the power of ſin. Of 
Paul ſadly complains, Rom. 7. 23. But I ſee 
ther law in my members, warring. agamft the law 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
p of in, which is in my members : and every be- 
_ever daily finds it to his grief. O-4C's hard, 
was hard to forbear thoſe things that grieve God. 
889d hath made an hedge about” us, and fenced 
Egagainſt {f:n by his Laws; bur: there is a prone- 
WES in nature to break over the hedge, and that 
Wgainſt the very relufarions of the: Spirit of God 
aus. Now, fcc in this caſe, the concurrence 
wand aſhſtance of Providence for the prevention 
aft&fin; look, asthe. Spirit internally reſiſts 'thoſe 
inclinations, ſo Providence externally lays I, 
and blocks in our way to hinder and pre-*. 
Ent fin: and thisis the meaning of thoſe places 
2Fixely cited, Hoſea 2.6. &* 2 Cor. 12. 7.'S0"fob 
9-17.18. 19. . Thereis many a bodily diſtem- 
l. I rinflicted on this very ſcore, to be a clog to 
ty meventfin: Oh bear them patiently upon this 
awonhderation. Baſil was ſorely grieved with an 
vcterate head-ach; he earneſtly prays, it might 
anne removed 3 God" removed it : but no ſooner 
Was he freed of thisdog, bur he felt the inordi- 
pate motions of luſt ; which made him 'pray of 
a, © 7 


4 
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his head-ach again.* So ic might es with many 
* us, if ourclogs were off. | 
oY! Queſtion may bemoved here, Whether it 
the genius and property-of* a gracious ſpirit, to 
bear fm, becauſe of the rod of affiittion ? They ha 
furely higher motiyesand nobler principles 
theſe.” 'T his 1s the temper of acarnal and 
viſb ſpirit. | 
Indeed itis ſo, when this is the ſole or prid 
cipal reſtraint from ſin: when a man abhors ul 
ſin, becauſe of the intrinſick filth, but only! 
cauſe "of the troubleſome conſequents and effe 
Butthis is vaſtly diflerent from the caſe* of 1 
Saints under {anfified* afliftions ; for as thi 
have higher' motives and nob/er principles, 
theyhave lower and more ſen{ble ones too 3 ; 
theſe are; in their kind and place, very uſctuls 
them. (*2-YBelides,you muſt know that afAiC 
ons workin another way upon gracious he: 
to reſtrain them. from ſin, or warn them agai 
fin, than they do upon others. © It is not ſo mil 
the ſmart of the rod-which'the feel, as the f 


jy \kens' of Gods {planing wich affright H 


arc them,” Job 10.17. 'T Jou reneweft- thy 
*-reſſes againſt me, &c.andthis is that wha; pe 
cipally afte&s them... See Plal: 6. 1. O Lord, 
buke me not in thine an gs neither chaften mel 
thy hot diſpleaſure : a Jer. 10. 24. 0 hrs? Xt 
tet me, but with Fudgmeavtt, not in thy 
thou bring me to nothing : and ſurely HO * lo 
and common.argument. 
(2.) Notwithſtanding: this. »double kerive! 
Gods comminid, and' preventive aflictions, ye 
ſin is too hard for the beſt of men: theit ot 
ruptionscarry them throygh allto lin, Aa WA 


$ , 
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ts {o., nor only.doth the Spirit work internal] 
Providence lo works externally in order « 
ir reduttion. - The ways of ſin are not only 
de bitter-unto them, by the remorſe of Con- 
*nce,-. but by thoſe afflictive rods apon the. qut- 
d man, with which God alſo follows it.;zand 
M@boch theſe reſpetts, I find that place expound- 
$89, Eccleſ. 19. 8. Whoſo breaketh an hedge, a Ser- 
mtſall bite him. Tt, as ſome expound it, the 
dye be the Law of God, then-the Serpent is the 
worſe of Conicience, and the: ſharp recth of af- 
oz, which he ſhall quickly teel, 1f -he” be one 
Wt belongs to God, 
& he deſign and aim of theſe aflictive Provi- 
wnces, is to-purge and cleanſe them from that 
llution into which temptations have plunged 
m, 1.27.9, By this ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be 
reed, and this is all the-friit, to take» away his 
To the. ſame. purpole is that place, - Pſal. 
D. 67. , Before I . was affiitted I; went aftray, but 
have T kept thy word. Thele affliftions have 
E ſame. ule andend. to our ſouls, that froſty 
archer hath -upon thoſe Sethe that are laid 
bleaching.z. they alter -the hiſt, and make-it - 
ither, Dan..11.35. And ſome of them of under- 
ding ſhatk;fall to try them, and- to purge , and to 
ke them white. | - Bir 
And here it maybe queried, Vpon what account 
Wetons are ſaid to pirge away the iniquities of 
e Saints: "Ts it not unwarrantable, and: very diſho- 
rableto Chriſt, to attribute that to afflittion, which 
ithe peculiar honoar of 11s blood ? 
+It is confeſſed; that the blood of Chriſt is the 
bly Lazatory, or Fountain opened for fin, and 
atnoaffiftions how many, or-ſtrong, or " an 
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tinual ſoeyer they be,:can in ' themſelves p 
away the pollution of fin, as we ce in wick 
men, who are afflited 'and afflicted, and agg 
afflicted; and'yet, nevertheleſs ſinful : and 
Torments ofHell, how extream, univerſal 
continual ſoeyer ' they are, yer ſhall neyer {e 
out theſtain ofonefin. 7 
- But yet,'this hindersnot, but that a ſanfifig 
affliction, may it the efficacy and vertue of Chr 
blood,” produce fuch bleſied cflets upon &« 
ſoul. T hougha Croſs without a Chri#, never 
any man good, yet thouſands hayebeen behole 
to the Croſs, as it hath wrought in the vertueali 
hisdeath for their good. And this is the ably 
of thoſe ſouls that this diſcourſe is concernglfi 
about. © | | 2#: 
(3. )Wefind, the beſt hearts, if God beſtalfih 
any comfortable enjoyment upon them, too? 
to beover-heated in their affections rowards.#i\ 
and to be too muchraken 11p with theſe- qurwali 
comforts. This alſo ſhewerh the great powglif 
and ſtrength of corruption in the people of Gal 
and muſtby lore means or other be mortifiedi 


. 


them. 
This was the caſe of Hezekab, his heart 1 

too. much affeCted with his treaſures; ſo that hi 
could-.not hide a vain-glorious temper, ' as yall 
find 7/2. 39.2. and fo good David, P/al. 30. 5 | 
he thought his Mountain, (z. e. his Kingdomith 
and the ſplendor and glory of his preſent ſtateſi 
___ ſtood {o falt, that ir ſhould neyer be mall 
ved. 4 
The ſame good man, how did he let out h 
hearr andaffteftions upon his beautiful Son  Ab/aion 

Jon: as appears by the dgletul- lamentatian -us 

; mad 


4 
4 
4 


\ 


4 


F The Byftery of Providence. 
hade at his'death, /prizing him above -liis own 
> which was a thouſand times \mote” worth 


$80 Jonah, when God: raiſed up a Gourd for 
n ro ſhelter him from the Sun, how-exceſhyely 
as he taken with ir; and was exceedingly glad 


Bur will God ſuffer things to lye thus? Shall 
ECreaturepurloin, and draw away out affe- 
1s from ;him 2 No, this-is our cortuption, 
#God wilt purge ir. And'ro this end he ſends 
th Providence to- {mite- thoſe. Creafures, on 

aFwtich our affections are eicher inordinately, or 
Eacthvely ler our; or elſe to turn them into rods, 
as {mite us by them. | 
Z be. s Hezekiah roo much pufted up with his full 
kchequer > Why thoſe very Babylonianstowhom 
Wkeboaſted of ir, ſhall empty it, and make-a prey 
_ 2 | 
Fts David hugging himſelf ina fond conceit of 
al be'{tabilicy of his Earthly Splendor? Lo, how 
mn Gods beclouds: ail, P/al. 3o. 7. Is  4bſalone 
ed on, and crepttoo far into his good Fathers 
rt? this ſhall be the Son of his ſorrow, that 
a=! ſcck after his Fathers hife. 
Fs 7ob fo tranſported with his Gourd.2 God 
ll prepare a Worm to {mite it, Jonah 4. 6, 7. 
$=How many Husbands, Wives and Children 
i hach Providence ſmitten uponthis very account? 
Emight haveſpared them longer, it they had 
tn loved more regularly, and moderately. 
his hath blaſted many an Eſtate, and hopeful 
boject ; and, ir is a merciful diſpenſation for 


0 


aour good. | 
(4+) The ſtrength of our unmortified Cor- 


ruption 
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ruption ſhemsic ſelfin our: c 
ling'vanity of our hearts ben» we rent a”na 
and eſteem among men z when we are applaud 
and Roourh GAN weare-admire 


orexcellency that is-in*ts, this draws forrh' 
pride of the heart, and ſhewsthe vyaniry-thav's 
it. So you read, Prov. 27.26 As the fining 
for filver , and the furnacefor gold; ſo is \g me 
hispraiſe : (4. e..) -as the furnace will diſce 
what droſs is inthe metal when-it is-melted 2 
will praiſe and-;commendations” diſcover i} 
es isin.the heart of him that receives the 
made a good man ſay, He that'praiſes 1 
wounds me. And which is more ſtrange, thisc 
ruption may be felt in che hearr, even when 1 
laſt breath'is ready to.expire. Ic was the lay 
oft one of the German Dipines, -when' thoſe ab 
him recounted for his encourapemeht the ma 
ſervices be had done for God, auferte ipnem ( (a 
he) adhuc enim padeas babeo. Take away the | 
for there is ſtill the chaff of pride in me, - 
crucifie this corruption Providence takes / 
the bridle of reſtraint from ungodly. men, a 
ſometimes petmits them to "traduce the nan 
of Gods ſervants, as Shimei did- David's.” Yi 
they ſhall falbinto difelteem among their frient 
as Paul did among the Corinthians; and all this 
keep down the iwelling: of their ſpirits at f 
ſenſe of thoſe excellenciesrhat are in them': 
defign of theſe Proyid lences being i" 
bat ro hide pride fr any Yea, it deſerves a $ 
cial remarque, rhatwhenſome "good 'men haj 
been engaged in a ra and eminent wil 
and havetherein, it m , too much ſough 
theitown applauſe, G Golhat hah withheld wfual 4 
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| 3 4 he MWyft ty of : } N 1 Me. . 
zceat ſuch times fromthem,and cauſed them 


alter ſo in their work, that they have come 
with ſhame and pity at ſuch tumes, how” ready 
g-preſential foever they have been ar other 
ies. It wercealle to give divers remarkable 
imples td confirm this Obſeryation,: | But I 
6 | 


q :) The corruption of the - heart ſhews it 


vn raiſing up great expectations to aut ſelyes 
n the Creature, and projeing abundance of 
city and contenttnent from ſome promiſing 
thopetul enjoyments we have in the world. 
5 we find to have been the caſe of holy Fob in 
days of his proſperity, Job 28. 19. Then I 
\ 1 ſhall dye in my neſt, T ſhall multiply my days 


f be-ſand. Burt how ſoon were all theſe expe- 


tons daſht by a gloomy-Providence, that be- 
need him.inthe Noon-tide of his proſperity : 
all chisfor his good,”'to take off his” heave 
e fully from creature expeQations. We 
tn find.the beſt men to over-reckon themſelves 
orldly Falngs and over-aCt their confidences 
it chem. - hey that. have great-and well- 
nded expectations from Heaven, may have 
great and ungrounded expectations from the 
©. But. when it- is ſo, it's very uſual for 
widence to underrpine. th ir Earthlyhopes , 
Econvincethem' by experience how yain *they 
 Lhus Haggai 2.9, the peoples hearts were 
ntly ſcr..upon proſperous. Proyidences, full 
velts, and great Increaſe ; whilſt in the mean 
le no. regard was had to- the Worſhip of 


b 


d, and-the things: of his Houſe 3' therefore 


bvidence blaſts their hopes , and brings them 
| ( 6.) Core 


5 


; 
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things. tay themſelves upon them ! 


did Iſrael ſtay themſelvesupon Egype. as a ed 
n bisfiaf but God ſuffet 


man would lean upo 


it both to fail them, and wound them, Exe: 
6. 7. 8. So for ſingle perſons, how. apt are. thi 


to depend 'upon their ſenſible ſupports? 


we Jean on our Relations, and the inw; 
thoughts of our hearts are, that they ſhall be 


( 6. ) Corruption diſcovets it ſelf in de S 

dance upon Creature comforts, and ſenfible pre 

Oh how ape are the beſt men, to lean upon thi 
"7 


us ſo many prings of comfort to refreſh 1 


choughout ourlives ; but God 'will ſhew us; 
his Proyidence our' miſtake and error -in thi 
things. Thus an Husband is ſmitten, to dr 
theſoul ofa Wife nearer to God in depende 
upon him, 1 Tim. 5.5. So for Children, we ; 


apt toſay of this or that Child, as Lam 


Noah, Gen. 5. 29. This ſame ſhall comfort us ; | 
the wind paſſes over theſe flowers and they | 
withered, to teach us, that our happineſs 13. 
bound up in. theſe enjoyments. So; for « 


E#ates, whenthe world {miles upon us, , and 
have got a warm neſt,” how do'\we prop 


reſt and in 'thoſe acquiſirions,; m adi 
with dond Baruch: great' things for" our ſelvel 
bur Providence by a particular or general calan 


ty over-turns Our projets, as JNE& 5: wy 


all this to reduce our hearts from the 
God, our only reſt. | 


(7.). Corruption diſcovers its ſtrength ial 


FEArure 


ovod men, by their adherence to things below 


and lorhne{sto go hence.” This often proceealſ® 
from che engaging enjoymments, and plealant fru 


ar 


ons we have here below. Proyidence mortifie ©, 


- The Yyſtery of P2ovidence. 
[this inclination inthe Saints, ( 1. ) By killing thoſe 
enſnaring comforts before-hand, making all or 
moſt of our plcaſant things to dye before us. 
2. ) By imbirtering this world ro us, by thetrou- 
bles of it. (3. ) By making life undeſirable , 
rough the pains and infirmities we feel in the 
ody and ſo looſing our root, in order to our 
more calc fall by the fatal ſtroke. 
And thus I have finiſhed the Second General 
Head ; but before I pals from this, F cannot bur 
make a paule, and delire you with me, to ſtand 
In an holy amazement, and wonder at the deal- 
ngs of -God with {uch poor worms as we are / 
rely God deals familiarly with men / his con- 
fcenſions to his own clay are aſtoniſhing ! All 
that T ſhall note at preſent about it, ſhall be un- 
x theſe three heads, wherein I find the matter 
my preſcnt meditations ſummed up by the 
Wmi?, Plal. 144.3. Lord what is man,that thou 
We? krowledpe of him? or the ſon of man, that 
uw make}t account of bim ? And in this Scripture 
you bave repreſented, 
A. The immenſe and tranſcendent greatneſs of 
bod, who is infinitely above us and all our 
houghts, Job 11. 7, 8, 9. Canf thou by ſearching, 
find out God? canjt thou find out the Almighty unto 
berfefttion ? It is as high as Heaven ; what can## thou 
by. deeper than Hell; what canit thou know ? The 
Wwuſure thereof is longer than the Earth, andbroader 
Wan the Sea. 2 Chron. 2. 6. The Heaven and Hea- 
een of Heavens cannot contain him. Exod. 15.11. 
Wl 7s glorious in hohneſs, fearfu! in praiſes, deing 
wrders. When theScriprure ſpeaks of him com- 
(Wratively , ſee how it exprefies his greatneſs, Ia. 
aq, 15. 19,17. Beho/dthe Nations are as the drop 
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of a bucket, and are counted as the ſmall  du#t of th 
balance : behold hetaketh up the Iſles as a very lit 
thing. And Lebanon is not ſufficient to burn, nor th 
Beaſts thereof ſufficient fo” a burnt-offering. A 
Nations before him ate as nothing, and they are gg 
counted to him. leſs than nothing and vanity. Wh 
the holieſt men have addreſt theml(elves to hiy 
ſee with what humility and deep adoration the 
have ſpoken of him and to him ! Ia. 6. 5. Way 
me for Tam undone, becauſe I am a man of uncle 
lips, and T will dwell inthe midſt of a people of uncle 
tips; for mine eyes have ſeen the King the Lord 
Hoſts. Nay, what reſpeits the very Angels 
Heaven have of that glorious Majeſty, you mg 
ice, Ver. 2, 3. Eich ore had fix wings, with tw 
he covered his face, and with twain he covered: 
feet, and with twain he did fly. ind one cryed 
to another. and ſaid, Holy, holy, holy is the Lor 
Hoſts; the whole Earth is full of his glory, | 

The baſlencſs, vilenels and utter unworthir 
of Man, yca, the holiclt and beſt ot men. befonlſ» 
God, Plal. 39.5. Verily every man, at his 
efate, is altogether vanity. Every man, take wha 
vou will:and every man 27 his beſt eftate,or ftand er 
ing in his freſheſt glory, is, not only vanity, bull 
altogether vanity. Col Adam col Hebel, every maiien 
is every vanity. For do but conſider the beſt 
men in their Extrattion, in their Conftit:tion, ani 
in thir outward Condition. Ma 

(1.) In their Extrad@ion, Eph. 2. 3. By nat 
Children of wrath even as others. The blood thill 


& 


runs 1n our yelns, 1s as much tainted as theirs uf! 

Hell. FT 
(3. ) Conſider them in their Conſtitution at 

natural temper, andit isnobetter, yea, in manv 
wo 


%, 
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worſe temper than in Reprobates: and though 
-prace depoſe (in 1n them trom the "Throne; yer 

Oh what offenfive and God provoking corrupti- 

Sans daily break our'of the bett hearts; 

MF  (3.) Conſider them in their outward Condition, 
and they  are-1nferiour ( for the moſt part) to 
hers, 1 Cor. 1. 26, 27, 28, &c. and Matth. 

$841.25. 1 thankthee O Father (faith Chriſt ) that 

ill thou beſt hid theſe things from the Wiſe and Prudent, 

al rand bait revealed them unto Babes. 

Ex Andnow letus contider and admire, that eyer 

WE this great and-blefied God ſhould be {ſo much 
concerned as you have heard he is 1n all his Pro- 
widences aboiw ſuch vile deſpicable Worms as 

pare ! He needs us not, but 18 perfeAtly bleſſed 

hd happy in himſelt without us. We ;can add 

F thing to him, Job. 22. 2. Cana manbeprofitable 

Gd: No, the holicſt of mcn add nething to 

ur I yer, {ce how great account -he makes of 
or 

” WP Doth not hiscternal eleCting loyebeſpeak the 

fr account he made of us, Eph. 1.4, 5 How 
aJancient, how free,and how aſtoniſhing is this aCt of 
nWgrace !. This is that deſign which all Providences 
ſar InP of, and will not reſt till chey have 
TECUTLEA, 

tF-.2. Doth not the gift of his 072y Son out of his 

andolom ſpeak this truth, T hat God makes grcat 
Factount of this vile thing Man? Never was man 

tu magnified before. ' If Pavid could ſay, Pal: 
hl&3. her 1 conſider the Heavens the work of thy 

5 88#nds, the Moon and Stars which thou hat ordained, 
Word, what is man? How much more may we 

any 2 when we confzder thy Sor, that lay in thy 

nvWlom, his infinite cxcellency, and unſpeakable 
ou L 2 deara 


Preached 
Neevemb.y. 


Divine Conduct + Or, 
dearneſsto thee; Lord, what is man, that ſuch 
Chriſt ſhould be delivered to death for him/f 
him, and not for fallen Angets! Heb. 2: 19. 
him when in a ftate of enmity with Gog 
Rom. 5 8. % 

3. Doth vot the afſiduity of his Providential catf 
for us, ſpcak his eſtcem of us 2 Ifa.27.J. L 
any hurt it, T will keep it night and day. 
withdraweth not his eye from the "righteous, WW 
36. 7. no, not a moment all their days; for dq 
he ſo, a thouſand miſchicts in that moment wot 
ruſh in upon him, and ruine him. Y 

4. Doth not the tenderneſs of his Providenalfſ 
ſpeak his eſteem of us? Iſa. 66. 13. as one whe 
his Mother comforteth, fo will T comfort you. lll: 
comforts his { viz. by refreſhing Providences)' 
an indulgent Mother her tender Child. Sol 
31.5. As birds flying, viz. to their neſs, whals 
their young are 1n danger, ſo he defends his. 
£ogyn tenderneſsin the Creature can ſhadow fo 
the tender bowels of the Creator. | 

5 Doth notthe variety of the fruits of his Pip 
vidence ſpeak it> Lam. 3.23. Our mercies # 
new every morning. See Pſal. 409.5. It is a foul 
tain from which do ſtream forth ſpiritual anÞ 
temporal, ordinary and cxtraordinary , public 
and perſonal mercies, mercies without number. 

6. Doth not the miniſtration of Argels in th 
Providential Kingdom fpeak it > Heb. 1. ult. A® 
they not all miniftring ſpirits ſent forth, 8c. y"Pp 

7. Doth not the Providence,which this day calm 
us to celebrate the memory of, beſpeak the grep 
account God hath for - his people > O if not Wor 
why had we not bcen given up asa prey ro chat 
teeth > See P/al. 124, It the Lord had not beg 
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i on our fide then wicked men, there compar'd to 
= fire, water, wild beaſts, had devoured us. O 


\ 
by 
£ 


bleſſed be God forthat reeming Providence that 


4K bath already brought forth more than ſeventy 


is 


6 1 
- 
: 
+. 


{ B 


ears liberty and peace tothe Church of God. I 
ſhall.move1n behalf of this Providence, that you 


& would do by it, as the Jewsby their Purim, Eh. 


4 


uu, 
Y 


$! 
j 


A 


9-27, 28. and the rather, becauſe we {cem now 
to be asnear danger by the fame Encmy as ever 
fince that rime: and 1f fuch a mercy as this be 
forgotten, God may ſay as Judges-19.1J. I wil! 
deliver you 110 more, 


a TheThird General Head, 

Having proved the Concernments of the peo- 
ple of God to be condufted by the care of 
pectal Providence, and given Inſtances in the ten 
kit named Heads, what influence Providence 


hath upon thoſe Intereſts and concerns of theirs 


Fanong the reſt ; we come in the next place, to 


o 


- 


C 
» 


LL 


prove 1t to be the dury of the people of God, to 
xfict upon theſe performances of Providence 


Yorehem, atalltimes; bur eſpecially in times of 


ſkrairsand troubles. 


ST his Iwill evidenceto be your unqueſtionable 


i 
- 


ty, by the following particulars. 


. Þ :. Thisisour duty, becauſe God hath expreſly 


tHfenmmanded it, and called his people to make 


. 
; 
: 


ft 
*# 


the moſt ſerious refleftions, and animadyerſions 


upon his works, whether of mercy or Judge- 
ment. So when that dreadfulleſt of all Judge- 


ments was executed upon his profetfing people 
- (or cheir Apoltaſie from God, and God had re- 


y 


moyed the Symbols of his preſence from among 


Sem, the rel} are bid to £0, (7.6. ) by their 
5 ; 


med! 


Divine Condit Or, | 
meditations, (to {end at leaſt their thoughts) tg 
- Shilob, and ſee what God did to it, Jer. 7. 12. 
for mcrcics, God calls us us to conſider and revie 
chem, Micah 6. 5. Remember O my people from Shit 
tim vnto Gilgal, that ye may know the faithfulneſs o@hyti 
the Lord: q.d.it you reflect not upon that: ſignaon 
Providence; mygfaithfnlneſs will be covered; and 
your unfaithfulnels diſcoyered. So tor Goda 
works of Providence about the Creatures, we 
called toconſider them, that we -may prop. y 
our faith by thoſe conſiderations for our' ow 
{upplies, Matth. 6.28. confider the Fowls - aw 
Lillics. | « 
2. It's plain, that this 1s our duty, becauſe rhy 
ncglecct of it 1s eyery where in Scripture col 
demned as a {in. Fo be ofan heedleſs inobſcts 
vant temper is yery diſpleaſing to God; and{ 
much appears by that Scripture, Iſa. 26. x1. La 
when thy hand is lifted #p they will not fee. Nayg 
iS a {in, which God threatens and denounces wa 
againſt.in his Word, P/al. 28. 4, 5.: and 1/asy 
12, 13. Yca, God not only threatens, but mit 
men with vihble Judgements for this fin, 
34 26,27. 4 
And torthis end and purpoſe it is,- that thy 
Holy Ghoit hath affixed thoſe -notes.of  attal 
tion to, the narratives of the works of Prov 
dence in Scripture, all which do inyite and cally 
mentoa duc and dear obſcryation-of them. lm 
in that grcat and celebrated work of Providence 
in delivering 1/r4e7 out of Egyptian bondage. youll 
anda note of attention. twice: affixed to it, Exoliyi 
3.2,9. So when that daring Enemy  Rab(hekt 
( hat pat Heze3zah and all the people into ſuch jr 
conſternation ) was detcared by Proyidence, therdifh 


- =yY 
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Mx 2 note of attention prefixt to that Providence, 

gKings 19.7. Behold , 1 will fend @ blaſt upon 
Whin', 8c. So when God glorifies his wiſdom and 
Wpowcr, in delivering his people from their Ene- 
Wipics, and cnſnaring them inthe works of their 
Won bands, a double note of attention is affixed 
Wt that double work of Providence, P/a1. 9. 16. 
Ke aion ſelah. So at the opcning of cvery ſeal 
aghich containsa remarkable {erics or branch of 

ſrovidence, how particularly :s attention com- 
Waanded rocvery one of them, Rev. 6. 1, 2, 3, 
5,6, 7. Come and fee, come and fee All theſe 
ze vcry uſcleſs and ſuperfluous additions in 
ol % os if no {uch duty lycs upon us. Sce 
* By? Without duc obſcryation of the work of Pro- 
a ndence, no praiſe can be rendered to God for 
Way of them, Praiſe and thankſgiving for mer- 
Wide depend upon this at of obſervation of them, 
Wd cannot be performed without it. Pſalm 107. 
Wipent in narratives of Gods Providential care 
alokmen. To his people in ſtraits, Ver. 4, 5, 6, 
#8 Fo priſoners in their bonds, Yer. 10, 11, 12. To 
Amen thatlye languiſhing upon beds of licknels, 
tr: 17, 18, 19. To Seamen upon the ſtormy 
BOccan, Ver. 23, &c. omen in times of famine 
Fer: 33. toVer. 40. Yea, his Providence is di: 
Wplayedin all thoſe changes that fall out in the 
world, debaſing the high, ant exalting the low 
MPer. 40, 41.- and at cvery paragraph men are ill 
Walled upon to praiſe God for each of theſe Pro- 
Fvidences : but Ver. ult. ſhews you what a neceſſa- 
Sy ingredient to that duty, obſervation is, Whoſ 
Wir wiſe, and will obſerve. theſe things ; even they 
Mal! underſtand the w_ kindneſs of the Lord, 
ow 4 9g 


Divine Conduct 2 Or, 
So thatof neceſſity, God muſt be defrauded of 
his praiſe, if this duty be neglected. | 

5. Withoutthis, we loſethe uſefulneſs and be 
netit ofall the works of God for us or oth 
which would be an unſpeakable loſs indeed tt 
us. This 1s the food our faith lives upon in 
days of diſtreſs, Plal. 74 14. - Thou brakeft thi 
heads of Leviathan in pieces, and gaveſt him to | 
meat to the people inhabiting the Wilderneſs ; (i. e.\ 
food to their faith. From Providences paſ 
Saints uſe to argue to freſh and new ones tg 
come. So David, 1 Sam. x7. 37. The Lord thi 
delivered me out of the paw of the Lyon, and out 
the paw of the Bear, he will deliver me out of thi 
hand of this Philiftin. So Paul, 2 Cor. 1.10..Wh 
hath delivered, and in whom alſo we tru#t, that i! 
will Jet deliver. If theſe be forgotten or nt 
conſidered the hands: of faith hang down. & 
Matth. 16. 9. How is it that ye do not rememt 
neither con/ider? T his is a Tofick from whid 
the Saints had uſed to draw their Arguments in 
prayer for new mercies. As Moſes, Numb. 14; 19. 
when he prays. for continued or new pardott 
for the people, he argues from what was paſt 
As thou haſt forgiven them from Egypt until non 
So the Church, Iſa. 51.9, 10. argues for new Pre 
vidences ;upon the ſameground Moſes pleaded f 
new pardons, | 

Itis a vile lighting of God, not to obſery 
whatof himſelf he manifeſts in his Providence 
For in all Providences , eſpecially in ſome, he 
comes nigh to us. He doth fo in his Jadgements} 
Mal. 3.5. I will come mph to you in judgement. 
He comes nigh 1n- mercies alſo, Pfal. 145. 144 
The Lord is nigh unto all them that call up" 

; : 11; \ 


KW 1 GE. or. ES ee. .G ho nt. One vo. £© ty... wc x- 


o _ 
"* ——— ———. C— F ©2Y — 7 


| 


The Byſtery of Providence, 


Þ hin, 8c. Yea, he is faid to viſit us by his Pro-' 
© vidence when he corredts, Hoſea g. 5. and when 


he ſaves and delivers, P/al. 106. 4. Theſe viſt- 
rations of God preſerve our {pirits, Fob. 10. 12. 
And it 15 a wonderful condeſcention in the great 
God to vilit us fo often, Job 7. 18. every morn- 
ng and every moment, But not to take notice of 
# isa vile and bruitiſh contempt of God, I/a. 


1 1-3- Z2p4. 3. 2. You would not do {o by a man 
J jor whom you have any rcſpe&. Irs the Chara- 
j cr of the wicked, not ro regard Gods fayours, 
$f Iz. 26. 10. or frowns, Fer. 5. 3. 


# 3.ln a word,men can never order their addreſſes 


al © .God in praycr, ſuirable ro their conditions, 


ll without due obſervation of his Providences. Your 


ayers are to be (uirable ro your conditions: 


aff tometimes we are called to praiſe, ſometimes to 
-*kumiliation. Inthe way of his Judgements you 


areto wait for him, T/a. 26.8. to prepare to mecr 


FF bim, Zeph.2.1,2. Amos 4. 12. Now your bult- 


nels is, ro turn away his anger which you fee ap- 
proaching. ,, And ſometimes you are called to 


praiſe hum for mercies received, Iſa. 12. 1,2. but 
FJ then you muſt firſt obſerve them. 


mh + I hus you find the mattex, of David's Plalms 


ſtill varied, according totheProyidences that be- 
fell him : but an inobſervant heedleſs ſpirit can 
never doit, And thus you have the grounds of 
the Duty briefly repreſented ; we pals on to. 


The Fourth General Head. 

Ler us next ( according to our method pro- 
poled ) proceed ro ſhew, in what manner 
wfect upon the performances of Provi- 
us. And ccrtaly, it is not every 
_ ſligtt 
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ſlight and tranftent glance, nor every cold, hj 
ſorical, unafſefting rehearſal, or recognition off 
his Providencestowards you, that will paſs with 

God, for a diſcharge of this great duty. Nair 
no, it 1s another manner of buſineſs than the. mol 
ofmen underſtand irtobe. O that we were buffy 
acquainted with this heayenly ſpiritual exercilg 
how ſwcetwould it make our lives ! how ligl 

would it make our burdens ! Ah Sirs'! you In 

eſtranged trom the pleaſure of rhe Chrittian lik 
while you live 1n the 1gnorancc or neglect of this 
duty. Nowto lead you up to this heavenhy 
{weet and profitable exerciſe, 4 will beg your a 
rention to the following Directions. 


3». $4 


| The Fir{ Direition. 7 4 
Labour io get as full and. through regognitions 
the Providences of * God about you from fir/i-a 
aft, as you are able, Ofill your hearts with the 
thoughts of him and his ways. If a fingle aftal 
Providencebe {oraviſhing and tranſporting, what 

would many ſuch be, it they. were preſented tos 

gether to the view of che {ſoul 2-If one Star be { 

beautiful to behold, what is a Confellation ! 

your reflection "therefore upon _ rhe as and 

workingsof Providence for you, be jullexter/ 

& and intenſavely. ef 
( 1.) Lerthem be as exten/zvely 


t 
o 
fe 
r 
d 
pl 
te 


Lord : ſurely T will remember thy wonders: 
will meditate of all thy works, an 


deings. He laboured to recover a 
ancient proyidencesof Gods mercies 1 


The Yyſtery of Pzovidence, 
wraſt, and ſuck a freſh” fweetneſs out of them 
new reviews of them. Ah Sirs, ler me tell yon 
itherc is not ſuch a pleaſant Hifory for you to 
read in all the world, as the Hiſtory of your own 
Wives, i1tyou would but fit down, and Tecord to 
Myour ſclves from the beginning hitherto, what 
God hath been ro you, and done for youz what 
mal manifeſtations, and -out-breakings of his 
icrcy, faithfulneſsand love, there have been in 
Gall the conditions you have paſt through : if your 
Shears do not melt before you have gone half 
WEthrough thatHiſtory, they are hard hearts indeed. 
wt father. the guide of my youth. : 
= 2.) Let them be as inten/vely full as may be. 
MEct not your thoughts ſwim like feathers upon 
Fihe ſurface of the waters, but fink like /2ad to 
the bottom. - The works of the Lord are great, 
S/aght out of them that have pleaſure therein, Plal. 
ZE 87. 2. Not that I chink it feaſible to ſound the 
a depth of Proyidence by our ſhort line; Pſal. 77. 19. 
fy way isin the fea, and thy pathin the great wa- 
of ters, and thy footfeps are not known; but it's our 
ay todiye as far as we can; and to admire the 
$I &pth, when we cannot touch, the bottom. Ir is 
eFinour viewing Providences, as ir was with Eli- 
*&'s {crvant,. when he looked ' out for rain 
"WEKz7gs IS. 44. he went out once and- viewe 
x Flhe Heavens, and faw- nothing; but the Prophet 
oblids him'go again and again, and look upon the 
pa ace of Heaven ſeven times ; and when he had 
hefdone ſo, What now, ſaith the Prophet> O now 
 t'ſith beg. Eſee 2 cloud riſing like a mans hand ; an 
byJthen, keeping his cye npon it intent, he ſees the 
he wholefaaWHcgvcn covered with clayids. So 
s{you na peſt ſome Providences once and 
"> <<. X again, 


# 


124 Divine Conduct t Or, 
again, and fee little or nothing in them; þ 
look fever times, (i.e. ) mediate often upon: 
and you ſhall fee its increaſing glory, like that ig; 
creaſing cloud. i 
There are divers things to be diſtintly pow 
- dered, and valued in one {tngle Providence, bali 


fore you can judge the amount and worth of ipgf: 
as { 1.) The ſeaſonab/enefs of mercy may give uit 
very great. value. When it ſhall be timed: 
opportunely, and fall our in ſucha nick, as may: 
make it a thouſand fold more contiderable toyauſj! 
than the ſame mercy would have been at anothas 
time. Thus when our wants are ſuffered wlif 
grow to ancxtremity, and all viſtble hopes tail: 
then to have reliefgiven in, wonderfully enhang 
theprice of ſuch a mercy, 1/a. 41. 17, 8. 
(2.) The peculiar careand ki of Prov 
dence to us, is a conf{ideration whichtexccedingly 
heightens the mercy init ſelf, and endears ir 
us. So, when in general calamities upon. t 
world, weare exempted by the favour ' of Prov 
dence, covered under its wings; when God ſha 
call to us in evil days, Come my people, enter th 
 #nto thy Chambers, as it.is in 1ſa. 26. 20, 19. 
ſuch Promiſes ſhall be fulfilled tous in times a 
want and famine, as P/al. 33 18,19, W 

others are abandoned and expoſed to miſery. wool 
haveevery way as much, it may be mich more 
viſible ſecurity againſt it z and yet they delivered 
up, and we ſaved: Oh, how endearing; are ſuckifi 

Providences! P/al. 91.7, 8. | 
C 3. ) The Introdu#iveneſs of a Providence, 8l'$ 
of ſpecial regard and conſideration, and by no 
means tgbe neglef&ted by us. Thakare leadfy 

ingproyidences, which how {light aWWigial {of 
* * . ever” 
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The Wyſtery of Pyzovidence. 
everthey may ſeem in themſelves, yet in this re- 
peE inſfly challenge the firſt rank among Proyi- 
WS gcntial favours 'to us ;_ becauſe they uſher in a 
iF mulcicude of ocher mercies, and draw a bleſſed 
I ain of happy conſequences after them. Such a 
Providence was that of Feſe's ſending} David with 
"proviſions to his Brethren; that lay encamped in 

the Army, 1 Sam:17. 17.-And thus every Chri- 
Wan may furniſh himſelt out of his own ſock of 

F Experience, it he will bur-refle&, and conſider, 
ou the Place where he is, the Relations that he hath, 
0 ind the Way by which he was led into them. 
1087 (4. ) The Infruments imployed by Providence 
a foryou, arc of ſpecial conſideration. And the 
a Fnger of God is clearlyſ{cen by us when we purſuc 
that mediration. For, 
bY © Sometimes great mercies ſhall be conveyed to 
wh tsby very improbable means, and more pro- 
wy table ones laid afide. A frarger ſhall be ſtirred 
vp to'do that for. you, which your near relations 
mnature had no power or will to do for. you. 
Forathan, a/meer ſtrangerio David, clave : cloſer 

» him, and was more friendly and uſeful co him 
than his own Brethren, who deſpiſedand lighted 
Him. Minifters have found more kindneſs and 

jeſpect from ſtrangers, than their own peoplethat 
Wine more obliged tothem, Mark 6. 4..4 Prophet 
ich Chriſt ) is not without Honour, ſave in his 
aw Countrey, and among his own Kin and in his 
ay wn Houſe. 

I Sormetimes by the hands of Enemies, as well as 
bv] $rangets, Rev. 12. 16. The Earth helped the Wo- 
100 an.” God hath bowed the hearts of many 
&0 wicked men, to ſhew great kindneſs to, his peo- 
ob'ple, Aits 28. 2. 
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126 Divine Conduct 2-07, VF 
Sometimes God makes ule. of Inſtruments {hi 
good to his people, who defigned nothing 8 
eviband miſchief ro them. "Thus Joſeph's Bil h 
thren were inſtrumental to his advancemeii 
in that very. thing, wherein - they  defigned: 
 ruine, Gen, 50.20. 8 
( 5-) The dejgn and ſcope of Providence malffitt 
nat eſcape our through conſideration, what vl 
aim and level of Providence is. And truly © 
ofall others, is the moſt warming: and melo 
conſideration. You have the general account 
the aim ofall Providences, in-Rom. 8. 28, 4li's 
we know that all things work together for good l® 
themthat love God. A thouſand friendly han 
are at work forthem, to promate and bring abut 
their happineſs. O); this is enough to {weep 
the bitterneſs Providence to us, that' we knows 
ſhall turn to our ſalvation, Phic, 1. 19. aY a 
('9.) The reſpet and re/ation Providence bel 
to our prayers, 1s of ſingular conſideration, auf p 
a moſt taking and {ſweet meditation. Prayer | "| 
nours Providence , and Providence - honounlff & 
Prayer. Great notice is taken” of this in - Saf a 
pture, Ger. 24.45- Dan.g. 20. As 12.15. Yale 
have had the very Petitions you asked of him. Prafifis 
vidences have born the very ſignatures of youll 
Prayers upon them. O how affteQingly {we 
arc{uch mercics? | | 
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The,Second Direfion. 2 

In all your Obſervation of Providence, Pave ſp8ll is 
cial reſpett tothat Word of . God, which is full h 
and made good to you thereby. Fat 
This is acleartruth, that all Providences have 
relationto the written Word. Thus Sofpyor-nf m1 
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_ © The Wyſterp of Providence. 
Wis prayer,acknowkedges, that the Promiſes and 
WProvidences of God went along ſtep by ſtep' with 
his Father David all his, days; -and that :his 
and (pur: there for his' Providence) had: ful- 
fed whatever his mouth had ' ſpoken, 1: Kings 
8.24. So Joſhnabin like manner acknowledges, 
ll that 10t one good thing bad failed of all the good 
ahings which the Lord had Jpaken, Jot. ; 14- He 
had carefully obſerved what relation the Works of 
God had to his Word. He, compared them toge- 
ther, and found an cxa@ harmony. And ſo may 
WI you too, if you will compare them as he did. 
| # This1 ſhall the more infilt upon, becauſe it 
Wis by ſome Inter; reters ſuppoſed to: be the very 
wil keope of the Text. For ( as was noted in the Ex- 
plication) they ſupply and fill the ſenſe with 
mFepromijit, the things which he hath promiſed ; 
XY and fo read the Text thus, T wil! cry unto God 
wot bigh, to God who performeth the things he hath 
promiled, for me. 
by © Now though Ice no reaſon tolimir. the ſenſe 
my ©narrowly, yet'ir cannot be denyed, bur this is 
J anc{pccial part of its intendment. Let us -there- 
Woreinall our reviews of Providence, confider, 
aExhbat word of God, whether irbe of threatning, 
Waurion, counlel, or promiſe is at.any time ma 
wod to ns by his Providences. And hereby a 
wotold excellent advantage will reſult to us. 
= ( 1.) Thiswill-greatly confirm to us_ the truth 
che Scripture, when we ſhall ſee its truth fo 
Manifeſt in the events. Certainly had Scripure 
Th other ſea] or atteſtaton, this alone would be 
Janunanſwerable Argument ofits diviniry. When 
ſel men ſhall find in, all ages the works of God 
"wrought lo exactly accordingly ro this ey 
1- nat 


Divine Cofiduct 2. Or, 
that we may ſee , As we have read or heard; 
ſo have we ſeen. O how great a confirmati. 
on 15 here before our eyes ! 

( 2.) This will —_y direCt and inſtru 
us in our preſent duties »nder all Providencg 
We ſhall know hereby what we have to do, and 
how to carry our ſelves under all changes e 
conditions. Youcan learn the voice and errand 
of the rod only from the Word, P/2l. 94. 12. The 
Word interprets che works of God.” Providengy 
in themſelves, are not a periect guide. They 
often puzzle and entangle our thoughts ; but 
bring them to the word, and your duty ;will be 
quickly maniteſted, as P/al. 73. 16, 17. Until] 
went into the Santtuary, then I under/?ood their end: 
and, not only their end: but his own dyty, tobe 
quiet in an afflicted condition, and not enyy their 
proſperity. | 

Wellthen, bring thoſe Providences you have 
paſt through, or are now under, to the Word; 
and you will find your ſelves {ſurrounded with'z 
marvellous light ; and ſee the verification of the 
Scriptures in them. I ſhall therefore hefe appeal 
to your conſciences, whether you have not 
found theſe Events of Providence falling out 
agreeable in all reſpets with the Word. 

1. The Word tells you, thatit is your Wiſdans 
and Intereſt, ro keep cloſe to its rules, and thef®: 
duties it preſcribes, that the way of holineſs and 
obedience. is the wileſt way, Deurt. 4. 55, 6. This 
is your wiſdom. x ' 

Now let the events of Providence ſpeak, whesF 
ther this be true or not. Certainly it will ap-I;* 
pear to be ſo, whether we reſpe&-our preſent FF 
comfort, or future happineſs, both which we jul a 

E, cen 
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- "The Myſtery of ]2ovidence. 
fee daily expoſed by departure from Duty, and 
ſecured by keeping cloſe to it. Let, the quelti- 
on be asked of the Drunkard, Adulterer, or pro- 
ane Swearer, when by Sin they have ruined Bo- 
dy, Soul, Eſtate and Name, whether 1t be their 
Wiſdom to walk in thoſe forbidden Paths after 
their own Luſts 4 Whether they had not better 
conſulted their own Intereſt and Comfort, in, 
keeping within the Bounds and Limits of Gods 
Commands ? And they caunot but confeſs, that 
his their Way 1s their Folly. What Fruit ( ſaith the 
poſtle ) had ye in thoſe Things, whereof you are 
aſhamed ? For the end of thoſe Things is Death, 
om. 6. 21. Doth not the Providence of God 
verifie upon them thoſe, threatnings that are 
Written, in the Experience of all Ages? Prov. 
33.29. Prov. 23.21, Prov. 5.9. YJob 31. 12. 
Prov. 5. 10. All which Woes and Miſeries they 
eſcape, that walk in Gods Statutes. Look upon 
the ruined Eſtates and Bodies you may every 
where ſee, and behold the Truth of the Scriptures 
endently made good in thoſe fad Providences. 
:2.The Word tells you,that your departure from 
the way of Integrity and Simplicity, to make uſe 
o ſinful Policics, ſhall never Profit you, 1 Sam, 
2.21. Prov. 3. 5- | 
| Let the Events cf Providence ſpeak to this al- 
d; ask your own Experience, and you ihail hare 
Hull Confirmation of this Truth. Did you ever 
Fave the way of Skmplicity and Integrity, and 
Þe ſinful ſhifts, ro bring about your own deligns, - 
ad proſper in that way ! Certainly God hath 
Feirſed all the Ways of Sin; and whoever finds 
tem. to thrive with them, Mis People ſhall not. 
racl would not rely upon the Lord, but t19jt 
dg the ſhadow of Fgyrt ; and what Advaniage 
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742 Divine Conduct t Or, þ 
had they by this ſinful Policy ? See Iſa 30. 1,2; 
3, 4, 5. David uſed a great deal of. ſinful Polig \ 
to cover his wicked Fac; but did it proſper 
See 2 Sam. 12, 12. It is an excellent Note of 
Livy, Conſulia callida, prims ſpeoce lata, tratalts 
dura, eventu triſtia. Sinful policies in their fiſh 
Appearances, are pleaſant and promiling, in thay 
management difhcult, in their event fad. Soufſe 
by ſinful Ways have gotten Wealth; but 
Scripture _— been verified in their Experi cnc 
Prov. 10. 2. Treaſures of Wickedneſs profit nothing 
Either God hath blown upon it by a ſecret Curlfs 
that it hath done them no good, or given thayli 
{uch diſquietneſs in their Conſciences, that thy 
have been forced to vomit it up, ere they cou 
find Peace, Fob 11.13, 14, 15. 

That w hich David gave in charge to Solow 
hath been found experimentally trove by thowllly 
ſands, 1 Chroz. 22, 12, 13. That the true wayth 
Proſper ity, 1s to keep cloſe to. the Rule of 
Word. And that the true Reaſon why Men q? ( 
not Proſper, is their forſaking that Rule, 2 Chras 6 
2.4. 20. 

_*Ir's true, if God have a purpoſe to deſtrops "nt 
Man, he may for a time ſuffer him to ſucceed at 
proſper in his Sin, for his greater; Þardening 

Job 12.6. But it is not ſo with thoſe whom th 
Lord loves ; their ſinful ſhifts ſhall neyer thrive 
with them.” il ! Ir 

3. The Word prohibits yourtr»ſt and confidend a 
in the Creature, even the greateſt and moſt pow 
erful among Creatures, P/alm 1 46. 3. It tells us 


that *tis better to truſt in the Lord, than in hero 
P{alm 118. 8. It forbids our Confidence i in thoſe} 
Creatures that are moſt nearly ally'd, andrelatedþ 
in the Bonds of Nature to us, Micab 7 4 4: If 4 
Cu ſeth] 


The Wyftery of Pyovidence. 
Curſeth the Man that gives that relyance to the 
Creature,” which is due to God, Jer. 17, 5. 
7. Conſult the Events of Providence in this Ciſe, 
Mad ſee whether the Word be nor verified there- 
| "e Did you ever lean upon an Egyptian Reed, 
Sd it did not break under you, and plerce as 
M vet as deceive you ? O how often hath this been 
dentin our Experience! Whatſoever we have 
dyer-loved, idolized, and leaned upon, God hath 
Fom Time to Time broken i It, and made us to ſee 
> Vanity of it; ſo that we find, the readieſt 
3 { þa irſe to be rid of our Comforts, 1s to ſet our 
H earts inordinately or immoderatly upon them + 
For our God is a jealous God, and will not part 
mth his Glory to another. "The World is fol 
W# Examples of Perſons deprived of their Com- 
brts, Husbands, Wives, Children, Eſtates, &c. 
LY upon | this account, and by this means. If Jorab 
"F& over-joyed in bis Gourd, a Worm is preſently 
«pe epared to ſmite it. Hence it is, that ſo many 
graves are opened for the Burying of our 7dols 
Jo of our ſight, / If David ſay, My mountain ſhall 
d ſtrong, I ſhall not be moved; the next news 
ſhall he: is of Darkneſs and Trouble, Pſalm 
x0. 65, 7. Q-how true and faithful do we find 
"| Sieſe ſayings of God to be! Who cannot put to 
his Seal, ,and ſay, Thy Words are Truth ? 
Wa. The Word aſſvres us.that Sin is the Cauſe and 
1 llet of Aﬀiction and Sorrow, and that there is 
a inſeparable Connection betwixt them, Numb. 
432. 23. Be ſure your Sin will find you out : (t, e.) 
wm > fad Effects and Affitions that follow it ſhall 
mgmd you out. So Pſalm 89. 30, 31, 32. if bis 
oſeſs dons forfake my Law, -1 will onſet tneir Tnigquuties 
tedl, mth Rods. 


* Enquire now atthe Mouth of Providence, wine- 
hl K. 2. thes 


Divine Condit + Or, 7 
ther this be indeed ſo, according to the Reports 
of the Word. Ask but. your own Experiencellle 
and you ſhall find, that juſt fo, Previdence hg 
ordered it all along your way. When did 1 
grow into a ſecure, vain, carnal frame, but ya 
found ſome rouzing, ſtartling Providence ſent! 
awaken you ? When did you wound your Cg 
ſciences with guilt, and God did not wound yell 
for it, in ſomeor other of your beloved enjoy 
ments? Nay, fo ordinary 1s this with God, th 
from the Obſervations of their own Frames.ah 
Ways, many Chriſtians have fore-boded andy 
{aged Troubles at Hand. | 

I do not ſay, that God never afflits his Pa 
ple, but for their Sin; for he may do it for tha 
Tryal, 1 Pet. 4:12. Nor dol ſay, that God fl 
lows every Sin with a Rod ; for who then ſhog 
ſtand before him ? Pſalm 130. 3. But this I ſal 
that it's Gods uſual way, to vilit the Sins of bl 
People with Rods of Affliction, .and this in Melly 
to their Souls. Upon this account it was, that 
the Rod of God was upon David in along Sucably 
fion of Troubles upon his Kingdom and Fami a 
after that great Prevarication of his, 2 SM. 
12. 10, And if we would carefully ſearch out tel 
Seedsand Principles of thoſe Miſeries under whidly 
we or ours do groan; we ſhould find them to befp 
our own turnings aſide from the Lord, according 
to that Jer. 2. 19. and Fer. 4. 18, Have. not"alllle 
theſe Cautions, and threatnings of the Word bealfh 
exactly fulfilled by Providence in your own ExpelſC 
rience ? Who can but ſee the infallible Truth oi 
God 1n all that he hath threatned ! And no lebfe 
evident 1s the Truth of'the Promiſes to all thath 
will obſerve how Providence makes them goodfy 
every Day to us; for conſider, y 
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LF The Wyſtery of Py2ovidence. 
5. How great Security God hath given to his 
Weoplc in the Promiſes, that no Man ſhall loſe any 
ing by ſelf-denial for his Sake. He hath told 
x, Mark 10. 29, 30. Verily, I ſay unto you, there 
Pno Man that bath left Honfe, or Brethren, or Si- 
trs, or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or 
Bids for my ſake, and the Goſpels ;, but be ſhall re- 
YU ar: hundred fold now in this Time, Houſes, and 
ethren and Siſters, and Mothers, and Children, and 
ds with Per ſecutions, and in the World to come 
ternal Life. 
WI#Though that vile Apoſtate Jul:an derided this 
*Fhomiſe, yet thouſands and ten thouſands have 
ogperienced it, and do at this Day ſtand ready to 
W their Scal to it. God hath made it good to 
ans Pcople, not only in Spirztwals ; inward Joy 
and Peace ; but even in Temporals allo : Inſtead 
AIE natural Relations who took care for them be- 
ogdre. hundreds of Chriſtians ſhall ſtand ready to 
Sgt and help them : So that though they have 
ak all for Chriſt, yet they may ſay with the 
F Woſtle, 2 Cor. 6. 10. As having nothing, and yet 
REWe/ing all Things. O the admirable Care and 
M. Fenderneſs of Providence over thoſe that for 
CSnſciente ſake have left all, and caſt themſelves 
SEwpon its immediate Care ! Are there not at this 
FIDay to be found many fo provided for, even to 
ate Envy of their Enemies, and their own Admi- 
Saton ? Who ſecs not the faithfulneſs of God 
aa the Promiſes, that hath but an Heart to truſt 
«360d in them ! 
uF 6. The Word of Promiſeafſures us, that what- 
Svver wants or ſtraits the Saints fall into, their 
God will never leave them, nor forſake them, Heb. 
473. 5. That he will be with them in Trouble, Pſal, 


v.15, 
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134 . Divine Conduct + Or, 
Summes _ Conſult the various Providences of your Li 
bac eft,cum in this Point, and I doubt not, but you will fi 
omni«borz the Truth of theſe Promiſes as often confirmedgl 
Juppedi- you have been introuble.  Askyour own Hearty 
my rity where, or when was it that your God - forſog 
vite bum: You, and left you to ſink and periſh under yo 
ne ordi- Burdens ? ! I doubt not, but moſt of you have be 
wibus noſtri at, one time or other plunged j in difficulties, diſh b 
aficit -g99: culties out of which you could ſee no way 
zatibus os Eicape Þy the Eye of Reaſon ; yea, ſuch, as 
erigere cot- may be, ſtaggered your Faith 1n the Promiſe,” 
fideratione David's was, 1 Sam.27. 1, when he ſaid, I ſhi 
Provide oye Day periſh by the Hand of Saul. . All Men 1 
oper "** Lyars, ( even Samuel himſelf) and yet notwitl 
The-ol.Ca. ſtanding all, we ſeehim emerge out of that Seaf 
techet, p- Trouble, and the Promiſes made good 1n eve 
192- Tittle to him. . The like doubtleſs you may < 
ſerve in your own Caſes. Ask your own Soul 
the queſtion, and they will fatisfie it. [Did Gi 
abandon and caſt you off in the Day of yol 
{traits ? Certainly you muſt belyeyourown Exp 6 
rience, if you ſhould ſay ſo. *PTistrue, there hayl 
been ſome plunges and difficulties you have n t 
with, wherein - 1.) You could ſee no way a4: 
eſcape, but concloded you muſt periſh in theny 
(2.) Difficulties that have ſtaggered your Faith 
the Promiſes; and made your doubt, whether the 
Fountain of All- ſufficiency would Jet out it f 
for your relief, (3.) Yea, ſuch difficulties as hal 


provoked you to murmuring and impatience, ant # 


thereby provoked the Lord to forſake you i 


your ſtraits ; but yet you ſec he did not. ut "yt 


either (1.), Strengthened your back to bear, onal 
(2.) Lightened your burden, ar (3.) Opened ad 1 | 
vnexpected door of eſcape, according to thakht 
promife, 1 Cor, 10.13. fo that the evil which you 
ared, came not upon You, (7) | 


+ The Wpſtery of P2ovidence. 
+.7, Youread, that the Word of God is the only 


1 fpport and relief to a gracious Soul in the dark 
Wpay of Afiction, Pſalm. 119. 50, 92. ———— 
w-z Sam. 23.5. That for this very Purpoſe it was 
Written, Row. 15. 4. No rules of moral Prudence, 
JW po ſenſual remedies can perform that for us, which 

i the Word can do. | 
And is not this a ſealed Truth, atteſted by a 
& thouſand of undeniable experiences? Hence have 
the Saints fetchr their Cordials, when fainting un- 
gr the Rod. One Word of God can do more 
mn ten thonſand Words of Men to relieve a di- 
Weſſed Soul. It Providence have at any time di- 
geted you to ſuch Promiſes, as either aſſure you 
hat the Lord will be with-you in trouble, Pſalm: * 
15. Or thkt encourage you from inward 
We! to bear chearfully outward burdens, Joh: 
46; 33. or ſatisfie youof Gods tenderneſs and mo- 
wil Eeration in his dealings with you, 7/a.27. 8. Or 
oY that you ſhall reap bleſſed Fruits from them, Rom. 
$8.28. Orthat clear up your intereſt in God, and 
3s Loveunder your Afictions, 2 Sam..7. 14. Oh, 
what ſenſible caſe and relief enſues ! How light is 
f Jour burden, compared with what it was before ! 
wh 8.The Word tells us, that there is no ſuch way 
$0; improve our Eſtates, as to lay them out with 
*Fachearful liberality for God ; and that our with- 
Siding our Hands, when God and Duty calls ta 
t (tribute; will not be for our Advantage. See 
Foz. 11.25: 1a. 32.8. Prov. 19.17. Prov. 

nj 01. 24. 

{Conſult Providence now, and you ſhall find it 
$4n all reſpe&s according to the. Report of the 
Word. O how trueis the Scripture Teſtimony 
Siherein! There afemany thouſand Witneſſes now 
eliving, that can ſet” their Seals to both Parts of 
Wu K 4 L this 
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Divine Conduct t Or, 
this Prgpoiition. What Men fave ( as they 
count ſaving ) with one Hand, Providence ſcats 
ters by another Hand : 'And what they ſcatts 

abroad with a liberal Hand and ſingle Eye for 
God, is ſarcly repay d to them or theirs. Never d 
did any Man iofe by diſtributing for God. Hel ti 
that lends to the 70o0r fareratw Domino, as ſome tl 
expound that Text, puts his- Money to Interef 
to the Lord. Some have obſerved how Prove 
dence hath doubled all they nave laid out for God, 
in Ways unexpected to them. vl 

9. The Word aſſures us, that the beſt Expediet it 
for a Man to ſettle his own Int:reſt in the Coll 
ſciences and Aﬀections of Men, is to dirett hi 
* Ways, ſoas to pleaſe the Lord, Prov. 16.7. an 
doth not Providence confirmat ? This the thre 

Tews found by Experience, Dan. 3. 28, 29. ailt 
ſo did Daniel, chap. 6. v. 20, 21,22. This keſt 
up John's Reputation i in the Conſcience of Herah, 
Af, irk 6.\20. So it fell out, when Conſtantius mal 
that exploratory decree ; thoſe that were Con 
{cienttous were preferred, 'and thoſe that changety' 
their Religion, expelled. Never did any Mat 
loſe at laſt by his Fidelity. 

10. The written Word tells us, that the beſt ex- 
pedient to'inward Peace and Tranquillity of mind 
under puzzling and diſtracting Troubles, is tb 
commit our ſelves and onr Caſe to the Lord : . 
you read, P/alm 37.5,6, 7. and Prov. 16. 3. » 

And as you have read inthe Word, ſo you have 
found it in your own Experience. 'Oh, what a 
burden 15 off your Shoulders,. when you "have re- 
i;igned the Caſe to God ! T hen doth Provideng 6 
iſle your Afﬀairs comfortably for you. TheFs 
dithgalty is ſoon over, when the Heart is brought I; 


£0 this, 
Thus] 
'' 
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The Myſtery of JNovidence, 137 
Thns you ſee, how Scriptures are fulfilled by 

Providence in'theſe few Inſtances I have given of 

ir. Compare them in all other Cafes, and you 

ſhall find the fame : For all the Lines of Provi- 

dence lead from the Scripture, and return thi- 

ther again, and do moſt vilibly begin and' end 

there. 


The Fourth Dire(1ion, 


; \ In al! your Reviews and Obſervations of Providence, 
ty be ſure that you Eye God as the Aithor or Orderer of 
vi them all, Prov. 3. 6. | 

8 1.1n all the comfortable Providences of your lives, 
*Eye God as the Amthor or Donor of them. Remem- 
ber he is the Father of Mercies, that begets every 
Mercy for you, 2 Cor, 1. 3: The God of all Com- 
fort, without whoſe Order no Mercy or Comfort 
tan come to your Hands. And think it not 
enough thus to acknowledge him in a general 
+Way ; but when you receive Mercies, take ſpecial %. 
Notice of the following Particulars. 

#7 (1.) Eye the Care of God for you, 1 Pet. 5. 7. 

He careth for you. Your Father knows you have 

need of theſe Things, Matth. 6. 32. It 1s but to ac- 

—_ him what you want, and your wants are 

Wupplied , Phil.'4. 6. wn weprarr, torture not 

Jour ſelves about it; You have a Father that 

/F} Cares for you. 

vel **(2.) Eye the Wiſdom of God, in the Way of 

a] diſpenſing his Mercies to you, how ſuitably they 

e&-J are ordered to your Condition, and how ſeaſo- 

oafmably. When. one Comfort 1s cut off and re- 

heF-moved, another is raiſed up in its room. Thus 

heÞ:ſaac was comforted in Rebecka after his Mothers 


(3-) Eye 
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Death, Ger. 24, 67, 
us] 
1 


cap LS +» Was. 
x38 _ Diving Conduct? Or, + 
(3.)-£ye the Free Grace, of God in them, x 
ſee Riches of Grace in every bequeſt of Comfoni 
to ſo vile and unworthy Creatires as you are. Selle 
your ſelves over-topt by the leaſt of all yourſſ4 
Mercies, Gen. 32.10. I am not worthy of the leafi{hi 
{aid Jacob. *By 
(4.) Eye the*Condeſcenſion of God, to yo 7 
Requeſts for thoſe Mercies, Pſalm 34. 6. This 
the ſweeteſt bit in any Enjoyment, in whicha 
Man can ſenſibly reliſh the return and anſwer 
his Prayers,and greatly inflames the Souls Love 
God, Pſ/aln# 116.'1. 4 
(s. ) Eye the Deſign and End of God in all yay 
ps rye Know that it is not ſent to ſatisfie th 
ings of your ſenſual appetite, but to quick 
and enable you for a more cheattul diſcharge, 
your. Duty, Dent. 28. 47. © l 
(6.) Eye the Way and Method in which yall 
Mercies are conveyed to you. They all flowg 
you through the Blood of Chriſt and Covenant! 
Grace, 1 Coy. 3. 22, 23: Mercies derive then 
ſweetneſs from the Channel through which: tl 
run to us. Ef Oy 
(7.) Eye the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of Gg 
in-all the comfortable Enjoyments of your Lives 
> How many. thouſand better than you, are deaig 
thoſe Comforts ? See Heb. 11. 37. | 
(8.) Eye. them all as Comforts appointed # 
refreſh you in- your way to far better and grea a 
Mercies than themſelves. The beſt Mercies ar 
itil] reſerved till laſt, and all theſe are 4ntroduy 
ctive to better. $1 
2.1n all the Sad and Affiitive Providences that 
befal. you, Eye God as the Author and Ordere 
of them alſo, $0 he repreſents himſelf to uh 
Ter, 18,11, Behold, I create evil, and oye itt 
| vial 
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LE The Yyſlery of P2ovidence. 
afgice againſt you. And Amos 3. 6. Is thexe evil in 
Wihe C:ty, and the Lord bath not done it ? More parti- 
owlarly, 
$42; Set before you the Soveraignty of God, Eye 
him as a Being infinitely Superiour to you, at 
MEyhboſe Pleaſure, you, and all you have is, Pſalm 
wks: 5. 3. which 1s the moſt concluſive Reaſon and 
MArgument of Submiſſion, P/al. 46. 10. For if we, 
Wznd all we have, proceeded from his Will, how 
qual is it, that we be reſigned up toit? It is not 
any Years agon ſince we were not, and when it 
teaſed him to bring us upon the Stage of action, 
e had no Liberty of indenting with him, on 
phat terms we would come into the World; or 
tuſe to be, except. we might have our being on 
mch Terms as we deſired. His Soveraignty 1s 
oriouſly diſplayed in his Eternal Decrees and 
temporal, Providences, - He might have put you in- 
þ what rank of Creatures he pleaſed. © He 
ght have made you the-moſt deſpicable Crea- 
res, Worms or Toads : Or, if Men, the moſt vile, 
ject and miſerable among Men; And when you 
Szd run through all the Miſeries of this Life, have 
gamned you to Eternity, made you miſerable for 
wer, and all this without- any wrong to you. 
[And ſhall not this quiet us under the common af- 
fictions of this Life? 
4 & 2.Set the Grace and-Goodneſs of God before you 
Siall afflictive Providences. *O ſee him paſſing by 


eJou inthe cloudy and dark Day, proclaiming his 
Name, the Lord, the Lord merciful and gracious. 
There are two ſorts of Mercies that are ſeldom 
iFeclipſed by the darkeſt Affliction that befals the 
Faints in their temporal concerns, ſc. ſparing mer- 
9 in this World, and ſaving Mercy in that to 
Frome, It is not ſo bad now as it might, and we 
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Divine Conduct : Or, 
deſerved it ſhould be, and it will be better here 
afrer. This. the Church obſerved, and reaſoned 
her ſelf quiet from it, Lam. 3. 22. Hath he taken Þ] + 
fome ? he might have taken all. Are we affli- 
Qed ? It's Mercy we are not deſtroyed. | Oh if 
we conſider what Temporal Mercies are yet ſpas. 
red,and what Spiritual Mercies are beſtowed, ang 
yet continued to us, we- ſhall find cauſe to admire 
Mercy, rather than complain of Severity. | 

3. Eye the Wiſdom of God in all your Afi} 
ons, behold it in the choice of the kind of your affiis 
ction, this, and not another : The Time, now an 
not at another ſeaſon: The Degree, in this meas\ 
ſure only, and not in a greater : The Supports af 
forded you under it, not left altogether helps 
leſs: The Jſſze to which it's over-ruled, ity 
to your good, not ruine. Look upon all "ol 
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and then ask thy Heart that queſtion God at 
- Jonah, Doſt thou well to be anpry ? Surely, whes 
you conlider all, what need you had of theſe Rodg 
that your Corruptions will require all this, it may 
be much more to mortifie them; that without the 
periſhing of thefe things, you might have periſh» 
ed for ever ; you will ſee great Reaſon'to be quiet 
and well fatisfied under the Hand of God. Ky 
4. Set the faithfulneſs of the Lord before you 
under the ſaddeſt Providences. So did David 
Pfalm 119.75. This is according to his Covenant 
faithfulneſs, Pſalm 89. 32. Hence it is, that 
the Lord will not withhold a Rod when need re- 
quires it, 1 Pet 1.6, Nor will he forſake his J * 
People under the Rod, when he inflias 1t,, 
2 Cor. 4. 9. | 2 
Oh what quietneſs will this breed ! I ſee my 
God will not loſe my Heart, it a Rod can prevenkg. 
Ir; he had rather hear me groan here, = q-* 
ow: 
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The Yyſtery of PPNovidence. 
howl hereafter: His Love 1s judicious, not 
Fond ; He Confults my Good, rather than my 
a Eaſe. 

7 A Eye the All-ſufficiency of God in the Day of af- 
fiction. See enough in-him ſtill, whatever be 
gone. Here is the Fountain {till as full as ever, 
though this or that Pipe be cut off, which was 
Font to convey ſomewhat of it to me. O Chri- 
ſtians, can't you make up any loſs this way ? 
Can't you ſee more in God, than in any or all the 
"Creature Comforts you have loſt ? With what 
Eyes then do you look upon God ? 

--6. Laſtly, Eye the Immutability of God. Look on 
him as the Rock of Ages, James 1. 17. The Fa- 
'ther of Lights, with whom 1s no variableneſs, nor ſha- 
dow of turniag. Eye Jeſus*Chriſt, as the ſame ye- 
Perday, to Day and for ever. Oh how quietly will 
Jou then behave your ielves under the changes of 
Providence ? It may be, two or three Days have 
made a {ad change in your Condition : The Death 
of.a dear Relation hath turned all Things upſide 
down : That Place is empty where lately they 
were, as it is, Job.-7. 10. Hts Place ſhall know him 
wo more : Well, but God is what he was, and 
where he was : Time ſhall make no change up- 
on him, as it is in 1/a. 40. 6, 7, 8. The Graſs wi- 
thereth, the flower Fadeth :;, but the Word of the Lord 
abideth for ever. O how compoling are thoſe 
views of God to our Spirits under dark Provi- 
denccs. 
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The Fifth Dired10n. 

# Laſtly, Work up your Hearts to thoſe Frames, 
pd Exerciſe thoſe AﬀeFions which the ſeveral 
el ovidences of God that are verſant about you call 
Igor, Eccleſ, 7. 1.4. Suit your ſelves to aniwer the 
” 1.e - 
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Deſign and End of God in all Provideaces, | 
there are various affeQions planted in your Soul 
ſo are there ſeveral Graces planted in thoſe affy 
ions, and ſeveral Providences -appointed-x 
draw forth, and exerciſe theſe Graces: 

1, When the Providences of God ate fad, an 
afflittive either upon the Church in General, a 
your Families and Perſons in particular, then ith 
ſeaſonable for you to exerciſe Godly Sorrow and Hu 
lity of Spirit : For in that Day, and by thoſe Pro 
dences God doth call to it, 7/a. 22. 12. Aticab&gi 
Now, ſenſitive Pleaſure and natural Joy, is out 
ſeaſon, Ezek. 21. 10. Should we then make mirth?} 
If there be either, (1.) A filial ſpirit in us, ni 
cannot be light and vain, when our Father 1s : 
gry; or (2.) If any real ſenſe of the evil of Sig 
which provokes Gods anger, we muſt be heayf 
hearted when God is ſmiting for it, or (3.)# 
any-Senſe and Compaſſion for the miſeriesthar $ 
bringsupon the World,jit will make us to ſay wit 
David, Pialm 119. 1 58. I beheld the Tranſereſſah 
and was 5 arieved. "Tis fad to coniider the Miſerits 
that they pull down upon themſelves in this 
World and thatto come. (4.)lIt there be any care 
in us to prevent utter Ruine, and ſtop God i in 
the Way of his anger, we know this is the meaui 
to doit, Amos 4. 12. 4 

How ſad and "diſmal ſoever the Face of Prou 
dence be, yet ſtill maintain ſpiritual Joy and Cont 
fort 1m God under all, Though there be no Herd * 
the Stall (faid Habakkk, chap. 3. 17.) yet will I re: 
Joyce in the Lord, 1 will Foy 12 the God of my 54 
vation. 

There are two ſorts of Comforts, Natural ati 
Senſitive, Divine and Spiritual. There is a i 
when it becomes Chriſtians to exerciſe both z z 
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by £/. 9. 22. And there is a Time when the former 
&F isto be ſuſpended and laid by, Pſalm 137. 2. But 
a2& there is no Seaſon, a gp Joy and Com- 
of fort in God is unſeaſona 

J Scriptures, 1 The}. 5. 16. Phil. 4. 4. This fpiri- 


as appears by thoſe 


tual Joy or Comfort. js nothing elſe but the cheeri- 
neſs of our Heart 1 in God, and the Senſe of our 


oF ſhtcreſt in him, and in his Promiſes. And it's 
fore, that no Providence can render this unſeaſo- 


wble to a Chriſtian, Let us ſuppoſe the moſt 


J afflicted and calamitous State a Chriſtian can be 


incident to, yet, 


(1.) Why ſhould ſad Providence make him 
hy by his Comforts in God ? When as thoſe 


Fn 9 ag for a Moment, but theſe Eternal, 2 Cor. 


L ) Why ſhould we lay by our Joy in God, 
#Y zpon the account of ſad Providences without, 


when at the very worſt and loweſt Ebb, the 
Saints have infinitely more cauſe to rejoce, than 
to be caſt down ? There's more-in one of their 
Mercies to Comfort them, than in all their Trou- 
bles to dejet them. All your loſſes are but as 


J the loſs of a farthing to a Prince, Roz. 8. 18. 


+ (3.) Why ſhould they be fad, as long as their 
God is with them in-all their troubles? As Chriſt 


*F ſaid, 2/atth. g. 15. Can the Chilfren of the Bride- 


Chamber be Jad, whileſt the Bridegroom is with them ? 


£50 ſay I, Can the Soul be fad, whileſt God is 
#Þ with it ? Oh methinks, that one Promiſe, Pſalm 
res 


91. 15. Twill be nith bim in trouble, ſhould hear 


agyjou up under all Burdens, Let them be caſt 


gy 


It 


dwn, that have no God in Trouble to turn to, 
(4.) Why ſhould they be fad, as long as no 
utward Diſpenſation of Providence, ( be it ne- 


r ſo {ad ) can be interpreted as a mark or _ 
0 
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of Gods Hatred or Enmity, Eccl, 9. 2, 3. Thereh 
one event to the Righteous and Wicked, Indeed, if 
it werea Signification gf the Lords Wrath azainf f 
a Man, it would juſtite our Deje&ion ; but this Y « 
cannot be ſo: His Hearr is full of Love, whulch } 
the Face of Providence is full of Frowns. 

(5.) Why ſhould we be caſt down under ſa 
Providences, whilſt we have ſo great Security 
that even by the Hands of theſe Providences Ge 
will do us good, and all theſe things ſhall ty 
our Salvation ? Rom. $: 28. By theſe God is but 
killing your Luſts, weaning your Hearts trom af d 
vain World, preventing Temptations, and ex} v 
citing your Deſires after Heaven ; this is all thY = 


- hurt they ſhall do you, and ſhall that ſadden us? © 


(6.) Why ſhould we lay by our Joy in God 0 
when as the change of our Condition is {o nigh? re 
It's but a little while,and ſorrows ſhall flee aways at 
You ſhall never ſuffer more : God will wipe away} 4 
all Tears, Rev. 7. 17. Well then, you.ſee theres it 
no Reaſon upon the account of Providence, to If ke 


_ giveup your Joy and Comfort in God. But if you Þ w 


will maintain it under all Providences, then be Wi 
careful. me 

(1.) To Clear up your Intereſt in, and Title M 
to God. Faith may be ſeperated from Comforty| 
but Aſſurance cannot. ne 

(2.) Mortifie-your inordinate Aﬀections to 44 
earthly Things. This wakes  Providences that 
deprive and croſs us ſo heavy. Mortifie your 
Opinion a3d Afﬀettion, and you ſenſibly lighten 
your Affliction, Its ſtroug Aﬀection that makes 
ſtrong Afiction. Soc 

(3.) D:vell 1nnch upon the Meditation of theÞM 
Lords near approach ; and then all theſe Thing& 


will ſeem bur trifles to you. Let your Moderati*% 
on L 
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T & be known unto. all Men, the Lord is at Hand. 

3: Exerciſe heavenly AMindedneſs, and keep your 
Hearts upon things Eternal, under all the Provi- 
denres mith which the Lord exerciſes you in this 
World, Gen. 6. 9. Noah walked with God, yet 
met with as ſad Providences in his Day, as any 
Man that ever lived fince his Time. Bart alas! 
we find moſt Providences, rather ſtops, than ſteps 
in our walk with God. 1t we be under comfor- 
able Providences, how ſenſual, wanton and 
worldly do our Hearts grow ! And if fad Provi- 
dences befal us, how dedolent or diſtratted are 
we! And this comes to pals partly through the 
narrowneſs, but moſtly, through the deceitfidneſs 
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| not how to manage two buſineſſes of ſuch diffe- 
} rent Natures, as Earthly and Heavenly Matters 
© are without Detriment to one. PetFora noſtra 
pf deas curas non admittunt. But certainly ſuch a 
4 frame of Spirit is attainable that will enable us to 
oY keep on in an even and ſteddy courſe with God 
x & whatever befal us. Others have attained it, an 
x | why not we? Proſperous Providences are for the 
moſt part a dangerous State to the Soul, The 
le | Hoon never ſuffers an Eclipſe, but at full ; yet Je- 
1; oſapbat's Grace ſuffered no Eclipſe from the ful- 
neſs of his outward Condition, who had Riches in 
0 | 4widance, and bis Heart was lifted up m the way 
Gods Commandments, 2 Chron. 17.5, 6. David's 
Life was as full of Cares, Turmoils, and Incum- 
brances, as moſt Men we read of; yet how ſpi- 
ntyal the temper of his Heart was, that excellent 
»Sook of Pſalms, ( which was moſtly compoſed 
eFamnidſt thoſe Diltrations ) will acquaint us. The 
&oftles were caſt into as great Necellities, and 
Wdered as hard thipgs, as ever Mea did yet 
"16 EF how 


of our Spirits. Our Hearts are narrow,and know ,, 
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how raiſed and heavenly their Spirits were amidff 
all, who ſees not ? And certainly, if it were not 
poſſible to maintain Heavenly-mindedneſs in ſych 
a ſtate and poſture of Aﬀairs, God wonld never 
exerciſe any of his People with ſach Providencesy 
He would never give you ſo much of the Worl 
to loſe your Hearrs-in the Love of it, or ſo little 
to diſtra&t you with the Cares of it. "If therefols 
we were more deeply ſandtified, -and the tendey 
cies of our Hearts Heaven-ward more ardent 
vigorous ; If we were more mortified to Earth| 
things, and. could but keep our due Diſtance 
from them ; our outward Conditions would not 
at this rate draw forth and exerciſe our inwar 
2Corruptions, nor would we hazard the loſs of x 
ſweet an Enjoyment as our fellowſhip with God 
is, for the ſake'of any Concernment our Bodits 
have on Earth. 

4. Under all Providences maintain a contented, 
Heart with what the Lord allots you, b: it more 
leſs of the Things of this World. This Grace mf 
run parallel with all Providences. Learn how 
be full, and how to ſuffer want, and in every fateh 
be content, Phil, 4. 12. 


In this Duty all Men are concerned at all = 
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and in every State, not onlyME People of G 
but even the unregenerate aWor* I will there 
addreſs ſome mores rations Proper to both. An 
firſt to the unregenerate, to ſtop their Mouths 
from repining, and charging God fooliſhly, whetl 
Providence croſſes them. Let them ſeriouſly col- 
ſider theſe four Things. 

(1.) That Hell and Eternal Damnation ſe 
the Portion of their Cup, according to the Tenorſ 
of Law and Goſpet threatnings. Whatſoevet 
theretore is ſhort of this is to be admired as tt 

| Fruit}: 
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The Myſtery of JPovidence. 
Fruit of Gods ſtupendious Patience, and forhear- 
ance towards them. Ah poor Souls! Know you 
-not,that, you are Men and Women condemned tg 
Wrath by the plain Sentence of the Law ? Mark 
16-16. John 3. 36. 2 Th«{[.1.6, 7. And iffo, 
" there are other. Mattcrs to exerciſe your 
ughts,deſires,fears and cares about than theſe. 
as! if you cannot bear a frown of Providence, 
light croſs in theſe Things, liow will you bear 
the Everlaſting Burnings! A Maa that 1s to loſe 
Ins Head to Morrow, is not very ſolicitous what 
Bed he lies on, or how his Table is furniſht the 
Night before. ; 
;. (2.) Conſider, though you be condemned 
Perſons, and have no Promiſe to entitle you to 
any Mercy ; yet there are very many Mercies in 
your Poſleſſion at this Day. Be your Condition as 
afflictive as it will, is Life nothing ? Eſpecially 
A | conlidering whither you muſt ſfigk, when that 
© Thread is-cut. Are the necellary ſupports of Life 
wthing ? Doth not Providence Miniſter-to yan 
theſe Things, though-you daily diſoblige it, an 
ovoke God to ſend you to your own Place? * 
t, above all, is the Goſpel and precious Means 
of Salvation nothing, by which you yet arein a 
city of eſcaping the Damnation of Hell ? O 
hat would the damned ſay, ittheywere but pur 
to your Condition oace moRR hat ! and yet 
ret againſt God, becauſe every thing elſe ſuits 
not your Delires ? 
n-0-(3-).Conſider, that if ever you be reſcued out. 
3] of that miſerable Condition you are in, ſuch croſs 
red rovidences, as theſe you. complain of, are the 
ord oſt probable Means to do it. Alas! proſperi- 
09 and ſucceſs is not the way to ſave, but deſtroy 
helJw, Prov. 1, 32, You mult be bound in Fetters, 
uith; LAY and 
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' which you are, and meet with no Croſſes, 
(4) Laſtly, Conſider, all your Troubles under 


Divine Conduct + Or, 

and holden in Cords 6f Affliction, if ever your 
Far be opened to Inſtruction, Job 36. 8, 9, 10; 
Wo to you, if you go on ſmoothly in the way in 


which you complain, are pulled down upon your 
Heads by your own Sins. You turn Gods Mercies 
into Sin, and then fret againſt God, becauſe he 
turns your Sins into Sorrow. Your Ways and 
Doings procure theſe Things to you. Lay your 
Hand therefore upon your Mouth and ſay, Why 
doth the living Man complain, a Man for the Punifhi 
ment of bis $in, Lam. 3. 39. But 1 mult turn to 
the Lords People, who have leaſt pretences of 
all Men to be diſſatisfied with any of Gods Provi- 
dences, and yet are but too frequently found in 
that temper. And to them I ſhall offer the fol: 
lowing Conſiderations. | 
(1.) Confader your *ſpiritual ercies and Privy 
ledges with which the Lord Jeſus bath inveſted you, 
and repme at your Lot of Providence if you can, 
One of theſe Mercies alone, hath enough in it to 
ſweetenall your Troubles in this World. Whet 
the Apoſtle conſidered them, his Heart was ovet- 
whelmed with Aſtoniſhment ; ſo that he could 
not forbear inthe midſt of all his outward Troþ 
bles to cry out, Bleſſed be the God and Father 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath abounded to us in al 
(puritual Bleſſmgs, &c. Eph. 1.3. Oh, who that 
lees ſuch an Inheritance ſetled upon him'in Chriſt, 
can ever open his Mouth more to repine at his 
Lot, of Providence! 4 
(2.) Conſider your Sins, and that will make youſ- 
contented with your Lot, Yea, conſider two thingy-' 
11 Sin, (1.) What it deſerves from God, and 
(2,) What it requires to mortific agd purge it into 
you: 
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The Myſtery of P2ovidence. 149 
you. It deſerves from God Eternal Ruine : The 
2 | Merit of Hell is in the leaſt vain Thought. Every 

Sin forfeits all the Mercies you have; and if ſo, 
rather wonder your Mercies are ſo many, thang 
that you have no more. Beſides, you canngt 
doubt, but your Corruptions require all the 
Croſſes, Wants and Troubles that are upon you, 
aud it may be, a great deal more, to mortifie and 
fubdue them. Don't you find, after all the Rods 
that have been upon you; a proud Heart ſtill, a 
vain and earthly Heart ſtill ? Oh how many bitter 
Potions are but neceſſary to purge out this tough 
malignant Humour | 
11-(3.) Conſider how near you are to the Change of 
yow Condition : Have but a little Patience, and all 
will be as well with you as your Hearts can defire. 
It is no ſmall Comfort to the Saints, that this 
World is the worſt Place that ever they ſha be 
in: Things will better every Day with them. It 
the Traveller have ſpent all his Money, yet it doth 
not much'trouble him, if he know himſelf within 
a' few Miles of his own home, If there be no 
Candles in the Houſe, we do not much Matter it, 
fwe are ſure it's almoſt break of Day ; for then 
there will be no uſe for them. This is your 
Baſe; Your Sakvation is nearer than when you belicved, 
Rom. 13. 11, 
» I have done with the direQtive Part of this 
Diſcourſe ; but before I paſs to this fifth Head, 1 
judge it_neceſſary to leave a few Cautions to pre- 
vent the abuſe of Providence, and your mulcar- 
FTiages in your behaviour towards It. And 


| 
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gy Firſt Caution, 

dl 1f Providente delay the Per formance of any Mercy 
in-20 you, that you have long waited and prayed for ;, 
ul. _ -*\i | L 3 | Yeh 


Divine. Conduct 2 Or, 
yet ſee, that yo't deſpond not ;, nor grow weary of wait. 
17g upon God for that Reaſin. It pleaſes the Lord 
oftentimes to try. and exerciſe his People this 
way, and make them cry, How: long Lord, how 
long ? Plalm 13, 1, 2. 

Theſe delaies both upon Spiritual and Tempo- 
ral accounts are frequent, -and when they- befal 
us, we arc too apt to interpret them as denial, 
and fall into a ſinful Deſpondency of Mind,thouph 
there be no cauſe at all for it, Pſalm 31. 12. Lam, 
3. 8, 44. It is not always. that the returns of- 
Prayer are diſpatcht ro us.in the ſame Hour they, 
are asked of God ; yet ſometimes it falls out i 
Tſa 65. 24. Dan. 9g. 23. But thongh the Lord 
means to perform to us the' Mercies we delire; 
yet he will ordinarily Exerciſe our Patience to 
wait for them ; and that for theſe Reaſons. 

>) Becauſe oy Time is not the proper Seaſon 
for ts to receive our Mercies'in. Now the ſcaſa 
of Mercy-is a very great Circumſtanee,that adds 
much to the value of it. God judges not as we 
do; we are all in haſte, and will have it now, 
Numb, 22. 13. But beis a.God of Judpment, and 
bleſſed are theythat wait for htm, 1a. 30. 18. 

(2.) AfﬀiQtive Providences have not ac 
pliſhed that deſign upon our Hearts they were ſet 
for, when we are ſo earneſt and impatient for a}: 
ehange of them ; and till then the Rod muſt not | ! 
be taken off, 7/a. 10. 12: ; | 

(3.) The more Prayers and ' Searchings of || 
Heart come between our Wants and Supplies,outy* 
Affliftions and Reliefs,the ſweeter are'our Relief” 
and Supplies thereby made to us, 1/a. 25. 9. Thi 
es 0r God, we have waited for- him, and be will ſavy” 
#s 1 This is the Lord wehave waited for him. we willy 
rejoyce and be glad in bis Salvation, This resJ 
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The WYyſtery of P2ovidence. 
compenſes the delay, and pays us for all the ex- 
aces. of oug Paticace. 

But though there be ſuch weighty Reaſons for 
| the ſtop and delay of refreſhing comfortable Pro- 

.yidences ; yet we cannot bear it, our hands hang 
down and we faint, P/al. 69. 3. 1 am weary of my 
erying,, my Throat is dry, mine Eyes fail while I wait 
for my God, Foralas! we judge by-Senſe and Ap- 
pearance, and conlider not, that Gods Heart may 
be towards us, whilſt the Hand of his Providence 
ſkems to be apainſt us. If Things continue at 
e rate with us, we think our Prayers are loſt, 
nd our Hopes periſhed from the Lord : much 
more when Things grow worſe and worſe, and 
our darkneſs and trouble encreaſes, as uſually it 
doth juſt before the break of Day and change of 
.our Condition, then we conclude, God 1s angry 
with our Prayers. See Gideon's Reply, Judges 
6,13. Thiseven ſtaggered a Moſes's Faith, Exod, 
&. 22, 23. . O what gronndleſs Jealouſies and 
Suſpicions of God are found at ſuch Times in the 
Hearts of his own Children! Job g. 16, 17. Pfal, 
77. 7,8, 9. 

But this is our great evil, and to prevent it in 
future Tryals, I will offer a few proper Confide- 
cations in the Caſe. 

- 1. Thedelay of your Mercies, is really for your 
Advantage. You read 1/a. 30. 18. The Lord waits 
that be may. be Gracious. - What 1s that ? Why, 
it's nothing elſe but the Timeof his Preparation 
{-of Mercies for you, and. your Hearts for Mercy, 
{that ſo you may have it with the greateſt Advan- 
1F.tage of Comfort... The fooliſh Childwould plugk 
the Apple while it's green ; but when it's Ripe, 
1J\.it drops of its own accord, and is more pleaſant 
7 © and wholioms. 
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Divine Conduct t Or, 

2. It's a greater Mercy,to have an Heart willing 
to refer all to God, and be at his diſpole, than 
to enjoy preſently the Mercy we are moſt eager 
and impatient for. In that God pleaſes you, in 
this you pleaſe God, A Mercy may be given you þ ce 
as ths Fruit of common Providence; but fuch a 
Temper of Heart is, the Fruit of ſpecial Grace. Þ in 
So much. as the Glorifying of God is better thay Þ| 
the Content and Pleaſure of the Creature, fo || be 
much 1s ſuch a Frame better, than ſuch a Fruj- | ex 
tion. It 

3.Expeced Mercies are never nearer,than when Þ| & 
the Hearts and Hopes of Gods People are loweſt;Ftt 
Thus in their deliverance out of Egypt, and Ba- 
bylon, Ezek. 37.11. So we have found it in our 
own perſonal concerns : At Evening Time it ſhal 
be. Light, Zach. 14. 7. When we look for increa- 
iing Darkneſs, Light ariſes. | - 

4.Our unfitneſs for Mercy,isthe reaſon why they 
are delayed ſo long. We put the blocks into the 
Way of Mercy, and then Repine, that they make 
no more haſte to-us, 1/a. 59.1, 2. The Lords band 
is not ſhortned, but our Iniquities have ſeparated be- 
twixt-him and us. | 

5. Conſider, the Mercies you wait for, are the 
Fruits of pure Grace, you deſerve them not, nor 
can claim them upon any Title of deſert ; and 
therefore have Reaſon to wait for them in a pati- 
ent and thankful Frame. 

6.Con{1der,how many24ill;ons of Men as goodas 
you by Nature,arecut off from all Hope and Expe- 
tation of Mercy for ever, and there remains tQ 
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them nothing but a fearful Expettation of Wrath, 
This might have been Your Caſe ; and thereforeFÞc 
be not of an impatient Spirit under the ExpeCtatiþt 
pns of Mercy, "54 | 
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The Yyſtery of Pzovidence. 


Second Caution. 

Pry not too curiouſly into the ſecrets of Providence, 
wr [uffer your ſhallow Reaſon arrogantly to judge and 
cenſure its Deſapns. 

There be hard Texts in the Works, as well as S-7ipture 
inthe Word of God. It becomes us modeſtly and Le wy 
humbly to Reverence, but not to Dogmatize t00 yr, re. 
boldly and poſitively upon them : A Man may pgeulaque- 
alily get a Strain by 'over-reaching. When 7 dam, que 
thought to know this ( faith Aſaph) it was too won- P*rfringere 
derful for me. 1 thought to know this, there was al 
the arrogant attempt of Reaſon, there he pryed ,,,,; I 
into the Arcana of Providence; but it was tOO mon fir cor- 
wonderful for me, it was labor anutilis, as Calvin ſflitunm 
expounds it. He pryed ſo far into that puzzling 7 _ 
Myſtery of the Afisdions of the Righteous, and © cm 
Proſperity of the Wicked, till it begat Exvy towards ,f quod 
them, and deſpondency in himſelf, Pſalm 73. 3, 13. judicia det 
And this was all he got by ſummoning Providence dicuntur 
to the Bar of Reaſon, Holy Job. was guilty of averovt- 


&5&, ne ſe 


this Evil, and ingenuouſly aſhamed of it, Job fruſtra L 

42. 3. or. ; tiger 10.2 
| know, there is nothing in the Word or in the ſme ſummo 
Works of God, that is repugnant to ſoynd Rea- gn 
ſor : But there are' ſome things in both, which ©2 7% 
gandomens 

are oppoſite to carnal Reaſon; as well as above}, 
might Reaſon ; 'and therefore our Reaſon never Camero- 


ſhews it ſelf more unreaſonable, than in ſum- nis prz- 


[| moning thoſe things to its Bar, which tranſcend 1e@tp-11%- 


ts Sphere and Capacity. Manifold are the miſ- 
miefs which enſue vpon this Practice, 


F- 1.By this we aredrawn into an vaworthy ſuſpi- 
fion and diſtruſt of the faithfulneſs of God in the 
Promiſes. Sarab lauvght at the Tydings of the 
$>2n of Promiſe, becauſe Reaſon contradicted, wr 
77 | to 


Divine 'Conduct 2 Or, 
told her, it was naturally impoſlible, Gen, 14 
13, 14. | 

2.Hence comes deſpondency of Mind,and faint, 
neſs of Heart under afflictive. Providences; Rea 
fon can diſcern no good Fruits in them, nor det 
verance from them, and ſo our Hands hang down 
ina ſinful diſcouragement, ſaying, all thele things 

are againſt us, 1 Sam. 27. 1. 

3 Hence flow Temptations to deliver our ſelves 

by indirect and ſinful Mediums, Ia. 30. 1x, 16, 
Whea our own Reaſon fills us with a diſtruſt of 
Providence, it 'naturally prompts us to {inful 
ſhifts, and there leave us entangled in the ſnarg 
of our own making. ; . 

Beware therefore you lean not too much -9 
your own Reaſons and Underſtandings. Nothing 

is more plauſible, nothing more dangerous. I 
other Matters it is appointed the Arbiter and 
Judge, we make-it ſo here, and therefore we at 

{o diffident and diſtruſtful notwithſtanding the 

fulleſt Security of the Promiſes, whileſt our Rep 
fon ſtands by unſatisfied. 
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Having given Direction for the due Manage- 
men of this great and important Duty, what 
remains, but that we now ſet our Hearts to fe 
and make._it the conſtant Work of every Day fi 
throughout ouriLives ? O what Peace, what pleaJ #; 
ſure, what ſtability, what holy Courage and Con-Y-4n; 
dence would reſult from ſuch an Obſervation dl; 
Providence as hath been directed to ! But-aladlty 
we may ſay with Reference to the Voices of Di 
vine Providence, as it is Fob 33. 14. God ſpeaket 
once, yea twice,yet Man perceiveth it not. Many a tutao 
Providence hath ſpoken Jnſirution in Duty,Contfite 
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The Yyffery of ]Novidence, 
Bion for iniquity, Encouragement under Deſpou- 
dency ; but we regard'it not. How greatly are 
weall wanting to orz Duty, and Comfort by this 
-Fneglect ! It will be but needful therefore to ſpread 
betore you, the lovelineſs and excellency of walk- 
ing with Gbd in a due and daily Obſervation of 
his Providences, that our Souls may be fnlly en- 
gaged TO 1t. 


6% , 
6 Firſt Motive. 
ff And firſt, let me offer this, as a moving Ar- 
uy eument to all Graciors - Souls ; That by this 
means you may maintain ſweet and ſenſable Commu- 
mon with God from day to day. And what 1s there 
&lirable inthis World,in compariſon therewith ! 
Thou Lord haſt made me glad tbrough thy Works : I 
Jl nll trizmph in the Works of thy Hands, Pal. 92, 4. 
Your Hearts may be as ſweetly and ſenſibly re- 
freſht by the Works of Gods Hands, as by the 
Words of his Mouth. -Pſal. 104. per totum, is ſpent 
in the Conſideration of the Works of Providence, 
which ſo filled the Pſalmiſ's Heart, that, by Way 
- ] & Ejaculation, he expreſſes the Effet of it, Yer. 
Þ 34. 14y Meditation of him ſhall be ſweet, 
- Communion - with God properly and. ſtritly 
wy taken, ' conſiſts in two things; viz. Gods Mani- 
l,8-feſtationfof himſelf to the Soul, and the Souk an- 
af fiverable returns to God. This is that xowavie 
ay Fellowſhip we have here with God. Now God 
N-I-manifeſts himſelf to-his People by Prowidences as 
ogell as Ordinances; neither is there any Grace in 
ws {anctified Soul hid from the gracious Influences 
t' bis Providential Manifeftations. Sometimes 
he Lord manifeſts his Difpleaſure and Anger 
Magainſt the Sins of his People in” correcting and 
xcduking Providences. His Rods have a chiding 


yoice, 


55 


' $02 Divine Conduct 2 Or, 
,- Voice, Micah6. 9. Hear the Rod and who hath aj 
pointedst. This diſcovery of Gods Anger kindlyf 
melts and thaws a gracious Soul, and produces 4@ 
double fweet Effect upon it, namely, Repentanie Wi 
for Sins paſt, and due Caution againſt future Sins, 
(1.) It thaws and melts the Heartsfor Sins com- 
mitted. Thus David's Heart was melted for his 
Sin, when the Hand of God was heavy upon himin 
Affiiction, Pſal. 32. 4, 5. Thus the Captive Chureh, 
upon whom fell the ſaddeſt and moſt diſmal Pro- 
vidence that ever befel any of Gods People in 
any Age of the World ; ſee how their Heartsare 
broken for Sinunder this ſevere Rebuke, Lam. 
19,18, 19. And then, (2.) For Caution againſ 
Sin for the Time to come; it's plain, that the re- 
bukes of Providence leave that Effect alſo upon 
gracious Hearts, Ezra 9. 13, 14. Pſalm $5. 8. 
Sometimes he Cheers and Comforts the Hearts 
of his People with ſmiling and reviving Provi 
dences, both Publick and Perſonal. There are 
Times of lifting up as well as caſting down by 
the Hand of Providence. The Scene Change 
the Aſpetts of Providence are very cheerful a 
encoufaging : Their Winter ſeems to be over: 
They put off their Garments of Mourning ; and 
then, Ah, what ſweet returns are made to Hea- 
ven by gracious Souls! Doth God lift them up 
by Proſperity ? They alſo will lift up their God 
by Praiſes. See Pſal. 18. Title, and v. 1, 2, 3. 90 
Moſes and the People with him, Exod. i 5. when 
God had delivered them from Pharaoh, how.d0 
they exalt him in a Song of Thankſgiving, whicly 
tor the elegancy and ſpirituality of it, is madg 
an Emblem of the Doxologies given tq God In 
Glory by the Saints ! Rev. 15. 3. : | 
Upon the whate, whatever Efteqs our Gom 
6 | myNJOR 
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-  » The Myſtery of Pzovidence. 
j#$9p0ion with God in any of his Ordinances doth 
hy ge to produce upon our Hearts, the ſame we may 
4 Babſerve to follow our converſiag with him in his 
ite Frovidences. For, 
is $ 1. It is uſually found in the Experience of all the 
Saints,that in what Ordinance or Duty ſoever they 
have any ſenſible Communion with God, it natu- 
rally produces in their Spirits a deep Abafement 
ad Humiliation from the Senſe of Divine Conde- 
Kenpo to ſuch vile poor Worms as we are. 
Th Ab ahan, Gen, 18.27. 1 am but Duſt and 
A(bes. The ſame effect follows our converſe with 
God in his Providences. "Thus when God had in 
the Way of his Providence proſpered Facob, how 
doth he lay himſelf at the Feet of God, as a Man 
overwhelmed with the Senſe of Mercy ! See Ger. 
32.5, 10. And Jacob ſaid, 1 am not worthy of the 
leaſt of all thy Mercies, and of all the Truth which 
thou haſt ſhewed thy Servant ;, for with my Staff I 
toſſed over this Jordan, and now am become two 
Bands, Thus alſo it was with David, 2 Sam. 
7.18. Who am 1, and what is my Fathers Houſe, 
that thou baſt brought me hitherto! And I doubt 
not, but ſome. of you have found the like Frame 
& Heart upon you, that theſe Holy Men here ex- 
preſſed. Can yon not remember when God lift- 
you up by - Providence, thow. you caſt down 
r ſelves before him, and have been viler in 
Jour ownEyes than ever ! Why, thus do all gra- 
[Gous Hearts ; What am I, that. the Lord ſhould 
UM thus and thus for me! O that ever ſo great 
14 and Holy a God ſhould thus be concerned for ſo 
vile and ſinful a Worm | 
\ (2.)Doth Communion with God in Ordinances, 
I.welt the Heart into Love to God ? Cant. 2.(3,4.,5. 
Why, ſo doth the Obſervation of his Proyidences 
| allo, 
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Divine Conduct :- Or, 4- 
alſo. Never did any Man - Converſe with Gy 
Works of Providence aright, but found his Heg 
at ſome times melted into Love to the God of 
Mercies, Pſalm 18. 1. compared with the Tip 
When God had delivered him from the Hai 
of Saul, and all his Enemies, he ſaid, / nll lo 
thee O Lord my Strength. Every Man Loves. l þ 
Mercies of God, but a Saint Love the God of hy 
Mercies. 'The Mercies of God, as they are 
fewel of a wicked Man Luſts, ſo they. are T: L 
to maintain a good Mans Love to God a 
their Love to God is grounded upon. theſe extg 
nal Benefits. Not thine, but thee, O Lord, is tl b 
Motto of a Gracious Soul but yet theſe \hupſy 
ſerve to blow up the flame of Love to God int 
Hearts, and they find it ſo. 

4. Doth Communion with God ſet the kee 
Edge upon the Soul againſt Sin? You ſee it do 
And have a pregnant Inſtance of it in Moſes,wt 
he had been with God in the 24ournt for Fort 
Days, and had there enjoyed Communion wilt 
him ; when he came down and ſaw the Calf 
People had made ; ſee what an Holy. Paroxy/m 
Zeal and Anger it caſt. his Soul into, . Exod. t 
19, 20. Why, the ſame Effect you may diſcely 
to "follow the Saints Converſe with God -1n | 
Providences. What was that which pierced ti | 
Heart of David with ſuch a deep Sehife. of if 
Evil of his Sin, which is ſo abufos manifeſt 
in Pſalm 51. throughout ? Why, if you look 1 
to the Title you ſhall find, it was the Effeg3.3 | 
what Nathan had laid before him : And if y 
Conſult 2 Sam. 12. 7, 8, 9, 10. you ſhall fa? 
was the Goodneſs of God manifeſted to him af Y 
the ſeveral endearing Providences of his Litt 


which in this he had fo evilly requited the Ll Je; 
or, 


_ - Sh. by 

'L The Yyſtery of Providence. 
( that broke his Heart to. pieces in the Senſ& of, 
And I doubt not, but ſome of us have ſome- 
mes found the: like Effects, by comparing Gods 
ys and our own tb8gether. 
n.. Doth Communion with the Lord enlarge the 
Meart for Obedience and Service ? Surely it is as 
KEdy1to the Wheels,that makes them run on freely 
WEnd nimbly their Courſe. Thus when Tſatab had 

etained a ſpecial Manifeſtation of God, and the 
(I ford.askt, Whom ſhall I ſend ? He preſents a ready 
dat Sol for the a _ Iſa. 6. 8. Here am I, 
TH d, [end me. y, the very ſame Effect fol- 


Þ 


SEbws ſanctified Providences, as you may ſee in 
WE oſapbat, 2 Chron. 17.5, 6. And in David, 
#m 116, 12. O when a Soul conliders what God 
done for him, he cannot chuſe but ſay, what 
| Fenusn * How ſhall I Anſwer theſe Engage- 
nts * | 
And thus you ſee, what ſweet Communion a 
may have with God in the way of his Pro- 
Wences. O that you would thus walk with him! 
ww much of Heaven might be found on Earth 
Mis Way ! And certainly, it will never repent 
Fate Lord he hath done you good, when his 
cies produce ſuch EffeAs upon your Hearts : 
Te will fay of every favour thus improved, it was 
| beſtowed, and will rejoyce over you to do 
h good for ever. 
Second Motive. 
A great, Pajt of the Pleaſure and Delight of the 
"rftian Life is made out of the Obſervations 
3 p Providence, It is ſaid, Pſalm 111. 2. The Works 
bf the Lord are preat, fought out of all them that 
bave Pleaſure therein : ( 4. e.) the Study of Provi- 
p. lence is ſo &vweet and pleaſant, that it —_ 
, an 


—_— -Divine Conduct z Or, 
and allures the Soul to ſearch and dive into. j 
How pleaſant is it to a well tempered Soul to bY 
hold and obſerve, | *F 
(1.) The ſweet harmony and conſent of D 
vine Attributes in the iſſues of Providence ! Thg 
may ſeem ſometimes to jarr and claſh, to pat 
with each other, and go contrary Ways : Byf 1 
they only ſeem ſo to do; for in the winding uy 
they always meet and embrace cach other, P/al 
85. 10. Mercy and Truth have met together : Right 
teouſneſs and Peace bave kifjed each other. It i 
ſpoken with an immediate Reference to tha ſig 
nal Providence of 1/raels Deliverance out of thi 
Babylonſh Captivity, and the ſweet Effects theg 
of: Wherein the Truth and Righteouſneſs of Gal 
in the Promiſes, did as it were kiſs and embrag 
the Mercy and Peace that was contained in the} 
Performance of them, after they had ſeemed tar; 
ſeventy Years to be at a great. diſtance from cag 
other.For it isan alluſion to the uſual Demonſtratk 
ons of Joy and Gladneſs, that two dear FriengY 
are wont to give and receive, after a long Als 
ſence and Separation from each other : They no 
ſooner meet, but they ſmile, embrace.and ii 
each other. Even thus it is here. The Word 
Occurrine 29222 may be, ( and by ſome is ) rendered, hay 
nobis, Sy- Met-us, and that alſo is true; for whenever the 
riac. bleſſed Promiſes and Performances meet and ki8lii 
each other, they are alſo joytully embraced and 
kiſſed by believing Souls. There is, I doubt nogY&# 
a mediate Reference of this Scripture to the Meſſy 
faah alſo, and our Redemption by him : In tim 
it is that theſe Divine Attributes which befor x 
ſeemed to claſh and contradict one another in the yo 
buſineſs of our Salvation, have a ſweet Agree- ne 
ment and Accompliſhment. Truth and Righte-J»+ 
ouſneſs] 


The Myſtery of P2ovinchce. 
eG do in him meer with Mercy and Peace in 
i blefled agreement. What a- lovely fight is 
Sihis / and how pleaſant to behold! O it wich 
Babbakuk, chap. 2. w.J. we would but ſtand up- 
= our Watch-T ower to take due obſcrvations 
{Ed Providence; what rare proſpects might we 
i have! Zuther underſtands it of the Word of God, 
&d. I will look into the Word, and obſerve there 
Show God accomplithcth all things, and brings 
them to pals, and how his works are the fwhil- 
go of his Word:* "Others ( as Calvin) under- 
ind it of mans own retiring thoughts and me- 
Stations, wherein a man carcfully obſerves what 
&Fyarpoſes and defigns God hath upon the World 
Win gencral, or upon himſelf in particular, and 
ew the T ruth and Righteouſnels of God in the 
F Word work themſelves chrough all difficulties 
LS #dd impediments, and mcet in the mercy, peace 
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anind happineſs of che Saints at laſt. Every Be- 
Fever ( rake it in which ſenſe you will, ) hath his 
ON Watch Tower as well as Habbakik: and give me 
tFlave tofay, irsan 4ngelical employment to ſtand 

yen behold the _ of Gods Arri- 


kites, the accompliſhment of his Ends, and our 
wn happinels in the work of Providence. For 
7 the very joy of thevAngels and Saints in 
cavenSolce Gods Ends wrought onr, and his 
SEAnribute&plorificd in the mercy and peace of 
"1 "Church, Rev. 14 1, 2, 3. & 8. 
Ns ( 2.) And as ws a plealant fight to fee the 
J ha mony of Gods Attributes, ſo 1t is exceeding 
5 Peaſant ro behold the reſurrection of our own 
he Prayers and hopes as from che dead. Why, this 
"you may often ſee, it you will duly obſerve the 


*e- | 
works of Proyidence rowards you. We hope 


wk 
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Divine Conduct :-Or, - 
and pray.for ſuch and ſuch merciesto the Church 
or to our {elycs3 but God  delaies. the accom 
pliſhment of our hopes, ſuſpends the anſwer. 
our prayers, and ſeems to ſpeak tous, as Hah 
2.3. For the viſjen is yet for an appointed time, by 
at the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lye = though it tans 
ry, wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it wil 
not tarry : but we have no patience to: wait t 
time of the Promiſe, our hopes languiſh and dy 
in the interim ; and we ſay with the deſpondes 
Church, Lam. 3 18. Our hopezs periſhed from 
Lord; but Oh, how ſwcer and-comfortable. is.1 
to {ce theſe prayers fulfilled, after we have give , 
up all expectation of. them / May. we not lay; 
them, as the Sctipture” ſpeaks of the reſtoration} 
of the Jews, it 1s even life from the dead. I by 
was David's caſe, Pal. 31. 22. he. gave up hi 
hopes and prayers for loſt, yet lived to - (ce: thinly 
comfortable and unexpected returns of rheng 
And this was the caſe of Fob, chaps6. i x. he bal 
g1vcn up all expectation. of better days, and y&} 
this man lived to ice a reſurrection of all his [i f 
comforts with an agyantage. 
change and unexp | 
ted his foul: it iswith our hopes and...pr; 
with our Alms, Caf thybread on the: Wat! 
thou (halt find it after many days, Exel 
or aSit was with Facob, who had. giveys 
hopcs of ever ſccing his beloved Joſepiay 
, when a ſtrange and: unexpetedWrovidence hadl% 
reſtored that hopeleſs mercy to him again, Oll 
how raviſhing and tranſporting was at? Ger. 4% 
29, 39. | $- | : 't 

(3. ) What a tranſporting pleaſure '1s it, to 
behold great blefhngs and advantages to ui 
| . wrought]: 
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Wrought by Proyidence, our of thoſe very things 
that-fſeemed to threaten our ruine of miſery? and 
& by due obſerving the ways'of Proyidence, 
jou may -to yoltr fingular comfort find it fo. 
Eictle did ' Foſeph "think his tranſportation into 
SE), had been in order to his adyancement 
EE There ; yet he lived with joy to ſee it, and with 
2 thankful heart to acknowledge it, Gen. 45. 5. 
PEWaicand'obſcrve, and you ſhall afſuredly find 
that Promiſe, Rom.S. 28, working out its way 
rough allProvidences. How many times have 
Wou been made to fay as David, Pal. 119. 71. Tt 
I'& 209d for me that T have been affitted, Q what a 
Saitterence havewe ſeen betwixt our afiftions at 
Sr firſt mecting withthem, and our parting from 
T9 them / We have entertained them with Gighs and 
$E-ars, but parted from them with joy, Bleſſing 


&Evod for them, as the happy Iaſtraments of our 
lo 


S2F00d. Thusour fears and ſorrows are turned in- 
I Þ praiſcsand ſongs of thankſgiving, 

*F: (4. ) What. unſpeakable comfort is it for a 
| qoor ſoul, thatfees nothing bur {in and vilencſs in 
FY Ttelf, ar the ſame time tofee what an high 


be diſcerned by a due attendance to 

yidence, forthcre a man ſees poodneſs and 

"$27 cy folloming him through all hisdays, as it is 
al. 23. 6. Other men proſecute good, and it 

ies from them, they can never overtake it ; but 
goodneſs and mercy follow the people of God, 
z$.and they cannot avoid or eſcape it: it gives them 
2 chaſe day by day, and finds themont ; even wheh 
Fihey ſometimes put themſelves by fin out cf the 
WE way of it. In all the Providences -thar befall 
Te them, goodneſs and mercy purſuesthem. O with 
uy | M 2 what 


Divine Conduct Or, © F 
what a melting heart do they ſomerimes-refle${# 
upon theſe things'!! and will not the goodneſ"i8 
God be diſcouraged from following me, notwithftan 
ing all my vile affronts aud abuſes of it in for 
mercies ? Lord, what am T, that mercy ſhould th 
purſue me, when vengeance and wrath purſue oth 


as good by nature as T am ? It certainly argy 
the great eſteem God: hath of a' man, when" 
thus follows him with ſan&ified Providences(wh 
ther they be comforts or croſſes) 'for his goof 
And ſo mneh'is plain, from Job 7. 18. Lord whi 

is man, that thou ſhouldft viſit bim every morning 
and try him every moment» Certainly, Gods pe 
ple are his treaſure, and: by this it appears ti 
they are ſo, that he'withdraws * not his 'eye rol 
them! Fob36: 9. ay not, that Gods fayour and 
reſpect. to a man, may: be concluded {ingly trows 
his Providences ; but ſanAified Providences mayfi* 
very much clear it to us: and when it dothifi 
{o, it cannot-burt be "matter of exceeding greaÞu 


- 


JOY» Bo Li 
( 5:) To conclude, what is there in all thi 
world, that can givea'ſoul ſuch-joy and cor 
fort, as to find himſelf by every thing ſet on andF} 
farthered in his way to Heaven! And yer thikf? 
may bediſcerned, by an hecdfull attendance't}* 
cheefteftsand ines of Providences. | 1c 
How croſs ſoever the Winds and Tides FP 

Providence at any time ſeem tous, yet nothing 
is more ccrtain, than that they all conſpire wh8 
ar) je fanQified fouls ro God, and fit them fe | f 
ory. 47 
: St. Paul knew, that both his bonds and theJ# 

afflitions added to them ſhould turn to, or ('® 
the word dmfjorm imports) finally ifſue i his]# 
| alYary- 


_\ 


— The Vyſtery of Povidence. 
vation, Phil. 1. 19. Not that.in- themſelves 
Sey ſerve roany ſuch purpoſe; but -as they are 
Aavcr-ruled and determined ro luch an end, through 
rayer, and the ſupply of. the Spirit of Jeſus 
brit. When Prayer the external,” and. the 
$8927 the internal means are joyned with them 
Shen Afitions themlelyesbecomeexcellent means 
wpromote ſalvation. And haye we not with 
ay obſerved, how thoſe very things, that ſenſe 
d. reaſon tell us are oppolite to our happinels, 
have becn the moſt blefſed Inſtruments to pro- 
moe itz How hath God bleſſed Croſes;to mor- 
e corruption, wants to Kill our wantonneſs, diſap- 
wirtmentsto wean us from the wor/d! Owe little 
ak, how comfortable thoſe things will be in 
"| peoien, which arc {o burdenſome to preſent 

WEDIC 

" The Third Motive. 
In thenext place, I beſeech you conſider, What 
ha effeitual means the due obſervation of Provi- 
kf dence will be to over-power and ſuppreſs the natural 

ry os that # in your hearts, | 

18 There is a natural ſeed of Atheiſm in the beſt 
I 8arts, and this is very much nouriſhed, by paſ- 
Oi ing a raſh and falle judgement .upon the works 
43 Providence. When we ſee wicked ones to 
{proſper in the world,'and godly men cruſhed and 
ei &ftroyed in the way of righteouſneſs and inte- 
oi ity ; it may tempt usto think, there is no - ad- 
off vantage by religion, and all our ſelt-denyal and 
{Fholinefs, to be little better than loſt labour, 'Thus 
het food the cale with good 4/aph,Plal..73. 12, 13.Be- 
419019, theſe are the ungodly that proſper in *the world, 
ils} hey increaſe in riches ; and what doth the ficſh 
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Divine Conduct Or, | 
infer from thence? Why no leſs. than the un 
fitableneſs of the ways of holinels, Verzy I 7h 
 Cleanſed my heart in vaing. and waſhed my hands. 
7nnocency. This irreligious Inference.carnal re 
ſon was ready to draw-from the diſpenſations 


outward proſperity to_ wicked -men; but now! 
we would heedfully obſerve, either the ſignal -1 
tributions of Providence to mary of them in thi 
world, or to all of them in the wordd to come 
what a full confirmation-isthis to our fairch? Pf 
9 16. The Lord is knownby the Judgments thats 
executeth. The fitty eighth Pſalm contains ! 
Characters of the-moſt prodigious ſinners, wh 
wickednels is aggravated, Þ 3 
By the deliberationwith which + it's comm 
ted, V2 ;-/ iF- 
By theirhabit and cuſtom in it, Y, 4 4 


'F- 
By their. incorrigibleneſs and perſiſtence i in Yi 
a. 


A, 3 , 
Andithe Providerice of God is there. invited 
Todeſtroy their, power, V. 6.and that cither 
By a gradual and inſenſible CO RIHONY ol d þ 

If 


wo 


them,V. 7, 8.or, . 

By a ſuddain andunexpected ſtroke,V. g. 

And what- ſhall the effe&ts of ſuch Brovdend | 
be tothe Righteous? Why, i ſhall be matter @ þ 
jov., . 10. And -greatconfirmation to their faith 
in God, V.11., Verily there is a God that - judgett 
in the earth. F 

And on the contrary, how-cor.vincingly cleat 4 
are thoſe Providences, that demonſtrate the Be-Þ+; 
ing, Wiſdom,.;Power, Love and Faithfulneſs. of : 
God, in the ſupporting, preſerving and delivesÞ: l 
ring of the Righteous, in-all- their . dangers, fears 
2nd difficulties: In theſe things the Lord him | 

im- 1 


"The Mpitery of 4Novidence. 


Þ;, imſghtyto his people, P/a/ 94. 1. Yea, he ſhews 


dimſelt ro {piricual eyes in the Providences, as 
learly; agthe Sun'manifetts himſelt by his own 
ams'of light, Hab. 3.3, 4 His brightneſs was 
the light; and he had horns coming out of | his 
wnds,'aud there was the hiding of his power. It's 
boken of the Lords-going forth for his people 
1" cheir deliverance from their Enemies : and 
het he-had horns or rates and beams of power 
xd mercy coming our of his hands; by his 
nds, are meant his Providential adminiſtrati- 
bs and diſpenſations, and the horns that came 
it of them, are nothing elſe bur the glorious 
Wiſplay of his Attributes in thote Providences. 
SF##How did God make himſelt known to his people 
Eq that ſignal deliverance of them out of Egypt > 
cc Ex09. 6. 3. then he was known to them by 
Wis name Jehovah, in giving being by his Provi- 
FF gdences to the mercies promiſed. 
28: Thus when Chriſt ſhall give his people the laſt 
#F and greateſt deliverance from Antichrif, he ſhall 
Few himſelt ro his people in a veſture dipt in 
iÞ$dlood, and his Name ſhall be called, The Word of 
YF-God, Rev, 19.13. ' His Name wasthe Word of 
aIGod before ; but then he was the Word revea/- 
#7 and diſcovering the premiſes and truths of 
maGod; now accompliſhing and fulfilling them. 
JST bat his Name is near, his wonderful works dc- 
Flare, Pſal. 75-1. 
arg4:” Bur more particularly, let us bring it home to 
C- pur own experience. It may ve,” we find our 
fifelves ſometimes  aflaulted -with - Atheiſtical 
&Þthoughts : we ate tempred ro think God hath left 
Fall things below to the courſe -and ſway of na- 
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ure, that our prayers reach him not, asit is Lam. 
7» 8 M 4 3: 44, 
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3, 44. that harris not what evils belpll ul 
Bur, re} meSaints, have you not Enough at hanEF” 
TO ſtop che” mouths of Wt ſuch remptations? QF 
do butreflet upon your- own Experiences, ati A 
{olemnly ask your own 

(1. ) Have you never ſeen the All-fufſicie 
God in theproviſions he hath made for you an; 
vours, throughour all the way that" you = 
fol ©! Who wasit that ſupplyed to yo 
ever was ncedful in all your ſtraits? Was'it | it 
the Lord > *Tis he that hath given bread to the 
that fear him, and hath been ever mindful of bi 
Covenant, Plal. 111: 5. O «do but conſider” the 
conſtancy, ſcaſonableneſs, and at ſometimes tlie? 
extraordinarineſs of thele proviſions, and 
they have been given in upon prayer, and 
vour eyes it you can, againſt the convincing © 
dence of that great ruth, Job 3 6.7. He withdraweth 
wot his eye from the Righteous. i 

( 2.) Have you not plainly diſcerned the carp 
of God in your preſervations from ſo many ard 
great” dangers as you” have eſcaped and beet 
carried through hitherto» How' is it, that” yol 
have over-lived ſo many mortal dangers, 1 
nefſes, accidents, deſigns of 'Enemies to ruin 
you ? Ic is I preſume, beyond: queſtion with yotk 
that the-very finger of God harh been in theſe 
chings, and that it isby hiscare alone,'you have 
been preſerved. When God hadſo {ignally de-' 
livered David from a datigerous diſcate and \rhe} 
plots of Enemies againſt him, by this ( fairh 
he ) ] krow thou favoureſt me, becanſe miine-exeny 
dothnot triumph over me, Plal. 41-11: he gathe-PÞ 
red from thofe gracious protections, the carey 
fad had oyer him. 
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19 Jong ht the Lord, an ard me, and delrvered.me 
rom all my fears; vey looked unto him and were 
LY behtned, and their were not aſhamed. This 


poor man cryed, and the Lord beard him, and ſaved 
him out of all bis troubles. Parallel .to this, runs 
he experience of thouſands and ten thouſands 
*&f Chriſtiansthis day ; they know they have the 
petitions they asked of him. The Mercy carries 
he very impreis and ſtamp of the Daty upon 
4. \Soghat we can f{ay, T his is the Mercy, the 
xerv Mercy I have ſo often ſought God about. 
T how ſatisfying, and convincing are theſe 
things! 
#1 (4-) Have you not evidently diſcerned the 
Lords band, in the guiding and direC&tingof your 
paths, 'to your unforeſeen advantage? Things 
that you neyer projefted for your ſelves, have 
been broughtabout * beyond all your thoughts. 
Many. ſach things are with God ; and which of all 
the Saints hath nor found that word. Fer. x0. 23- 
verified by clear and undeniable- experience? The 
way of man 'is not in himſelf. | preſume, it you 
#1] bur look over the mercies you this 
day, you will fad three to one, itmay be ten to 
once chus wrought by the Lord for you. And 
how fatisfying beyond all Arguments in the 
world: are: theſe experiences, Thar there is a 
2Godto whom his people are exceeding dear, 4 
60d that performeth all things for them | 
rata )Is irnot fully convittive, that- there is a 
od w 
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"Divine ' Conduct* Or, - 
have found inall' the temprations and' difficult 
of your lives his promiſes {till fulfJled; and fai 
fully performed in allhoſe conditions?I apy 
ro vour ſelves, if you haye not ſeen that: Prony 
madegood”,; Pal. OT. 15% 1 will be with him 
trouble ; and that 1/Cor: TO-13. God is faith 
who will. not: ſuffetyou to be tempted above - that 
are able; but will with the temptation alſo make a1 
to eſcape, that ye may be able to beat it.” Haves 
theſe been asclearly made out by Providencel 
fore your eyes, as the Sun at Noon day > Wi 
room then is. left for Atheiſtical ſuggeſtions] 
your breaſts > g 4 
The Fourth Motive. © - | 
The Recording- and Recognizing of the perſi® 
mances of Providence, will be a ſingular | 
Diligenter port to faith in future exigencies. This excella 
perpenda- uſe of it lyes full in the very eye of the Te 
our There yes bony wir - ax Fog _ 59 
» greater ſtrait/an eſs than this; and doi 
og w 71 leſshis faith had faggered, had not the confi 
futura pa- rations of former Providence come in” to its! 
rari, 3 ac- lief. From this Topick faith argues, and that'y 
emit fi- ry ſtrongly and concluſively. So did. Dautl 


mus ; fides 2: : Gn h 
* oeunena- aith in many exigencies: when he was to 
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re folet  counterthe Champion of the Philifins,it was from 
preterito, former Providencethat he encouraged himſcll& 


a2 praſers, 1 Sam. 17:37. And the Apoſtle ' Pan! improve 
his experiences to the ſame- purpoſe, 2 Cor: 


£5 ab utro- 
ue 1 . x . . 
furvmm. 9, 10: Indeed thewhole Scripture is full of if 
£1ſted, What Chriſtians underſtands not the .cxccedini 
| uſefulneſs of thoſe experiences he hath had «t 


relieve and enliven > But-I ſhall not fſarisfhie my 


felt with rhe common aſſertion, than which no 


thi 16 


” The Dyſtery of Providence. 
ing.is more trite in. the lips of - profeflors : but 
labour to ſhew. you, wherein -the- great ufe- 
lneſs of our Recorded 'Experiences, for encou- 
ging faith labouring under - difficulties, conſiſts. 
© this. purpoſe, I ſhallFdefire the Reader-to pon- 
c ſcrioully theſe following particulars. 
1. How much advantagethoſethingshave-upon 
ur ſouls; which we have already land taſted, 
yond thoſe which were never reliſhed: by any 
mer: experience? What is Experience? bur 
& bringing down of the- obje&s of faith to the 
wdication-and teſt - of {ſpiritual ſenſe>-Now 
She any thing have been once taſted, felt and 
| 14 Þy former Experience, it is much more 
ic 


+ n . . 
ily believed andreceived when it concurs again. 


s much caſter for faith ro travel ina path that 
well-known. to it, haying formerly trod it, 
an to beat out a new one. Which it never trod, 


7 


vr. canflce one ſtep. before it. Hence 1t 15, 
zough there be a difficulty in all the aQtsof faith, 
& (carce in anylike the firſt adventure ir makes 
SEupon-Chri# ; andthe reaſon lies here, becauſe in 
ie abſequent afts it hath all its. former cxperi- 
Fences to-aid and-+encourage it; bur in the fir/ 
aSadventareit hath none at all of its own, it takes a 
4Spath which it never knew before. 
a 10 truſt God withoutany tryal or experience, 
$a4'more- noble act of faith; but to truſt kim 
Jaier we have often. tryed him, is known to be 
4&more cafic. ,O'cis no {mall advantage toa ſoul in 
8 new plunge and diſtreſs, ro-be able ro ſay, T his 
ws not rhe firſt time l-have been in theſe deeps, 
hd yetemerged out ofthem ! Henceit was, that 
thrift rub'd up his Diſciples memories with what 
oWFEtoyidence had formerly wrought for them _ 
' | aay 
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- Divine Conduct > Or, 
day of ſtrairs, Matth.-46.8,'9, 10, 11: O ye\; 
little faith, why reaſon ye-among your ſclues, -becau 
ye have brought no bread? do ye not yet --under|i 
neither remember? q d. Were ye never under ay 
ſtrait for bread before now 2- Is this the, firſt di 
culty thatiever your faith' combated. with» N 
no, you have felt ſtraits, and. experienced 
power and care: of God in fupplying.them, 
fore now 2 and therefore I cannor but | call yg 
men of litt/e faith ; for a-yery ordinary and (m 
meaſure of taith, athſted with ſo much experien 
as you have had, would enable youto truſt. Gi 
There is as much | difterence betwixt beligyi 
before, and after/ experience, as there is ,betw! 
{wiming with bladders, - and our firſt: venty 
into the deep waters without them. 6 

Whata ftngular encouragement . to Faith dl 
former Experiences yield it, by anſwering all 
pleas and objeCtions of unbelict drawn "from thi 
objeit of faith > Now there be two: things th 
unbeliet ſtumbles at in God: One is his Powe 
the other his Willingneſsto help. + - »l+ 

( 1.) Unbeliefobje&s the impoſhibiliry/of reli 
lick in deep diſtreſſes, Pal. 78.19. Can. God fuel 
niſh a Table in the Wilderneſs ? can he give bredllf 
alſo ? can he provide' fleſh for bis people? Q. vile and} 
unworthy thoughts of God! - proceeding | frond 
our meaſuring the immenſe and boundleſs poweti 
of God, by our own line and meaſure: becaulelli 
we {ce not which way relief ſhould » come, wg 
conclude, none is to be expeCted. * But.all che 
rea{onings of Unbeliet are vanquiſht by a: ſeriou 
reflection upon our own Experiences: God hatl 
kelped, therefore he can,-Ifa. 59.1. His hand 38 
n9t ſLortned: ( 3.e.) he hath as mugh power and 
29liity as formerly, + 
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” The 'Wyſtery of Providence. 
(2. ) Unbelict objes againſt the Will of 
| Ir rv whether he will now' be gra- 
2s, though he Yach formerly been'ſo. But 
r lo \many eXperiences of his readineſs to 
>, Whar room for doubting” remains? Thus 
w/ reaſoned' from the 7 of what he 
] done, to what 'he could'do, 2 Cor. 1. 10. 
i ſo did” David, 1 Sam. #7. 36. Indeed if a man 
C d neverexperienced the goodnels of God to 
In, it were not ſo heinous a fm ro queſtion his 
Iinonels to do him good; but what place is 
tafrer ſich ſrequent tryals? 
b.ofr gives grear ericouragement to faith, as it 
fversthe objeCtions of utbelict drawn 'from 
eſubjett, Now thele Objeftions are of two 
its alſo. 
ans ( 1.) Such as are drawn from our great un- 
wthineſs. How ( faith Ulnbeliet ) can fo ſinful 


"1 


jd vile a creature expca, that ever God ſhould 
jthis or that for mc? "Tis true, we find he 
geen things for Abraham, Tſaac, Facob. Mo- 
s, &c. but theſewere men of eminent holineſs, 
wen that obeycd God, and denyed themſelves 


a 


LI » , 


{ if him, and lived more in a day to his glory, 


an ever I did all my days. 
ÞWell,but what fignificsall thisto a ſoul,that un- 
&r all its ſenſible vilencſs and uoworthineſs hath 
A ed the'goodneſs of God as well as they > As 
Q l worthy as am, God hath been good to menot- 
eithſtanding : his mercy y appeared firſt ro me, 
hen I was worſethan I am now, both in condition 
nd diſpoſition; and therefore I will (till expect 
continuance of his goodneſs ro me, though 
Faclerve itnot. Tf when we were Enemies we were 
| Fonciled to God by the death of his Son, how much 


R. more 
2 
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_ Divine 'Conpuct 0s, ; 
more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his (i ; 
Rom. 5- 10. 

( 2.) Such as are:drawn from: the extrem 
of our preſent:condition; iif troubles: or dan / 
grow to anhcight , and: we ſee” nothing | 
ruine and miſery-in the eye of reaſon Before? 
now unbelicf . becomes - importune and troubſ 
ſome to the foul; now- where ' are thy pray, 
thy hopes, yea, where is now thy. God ? q 

Bur all this is caſtly pur-by: and avoided® 
conſulcing our expe F es 1n- former - caſes. : 
is not the firſt time ve: been .inwheſe ſtrays 
nor the firſt time Ihave had;the ſame-dotbrs3 
deſpondencies? and yet ,, God hath carried ff 
through all, Pſal.77. 7.8, 9, &c. Thisis it th 
ſuffers not a Chriſtianto unravel all his' hops 
an hour oftemptation. O how ulſctul are tg 
things to the people of God ! 
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The Fifth Motive. | 

The Recognition of former" Providentes will | 
nifter to your | ſouls continual matter of praif 
and thanksp iving, which is the very' imployment 
the Angels in Heaven, and the ſweeteſt part "of on 
lives on Earth. 

| See Pſal.61.\7, 8. If God will prepare Mere | bh 
and Truth for Zend he will prepare' Praiſes f 
his God, and that daily: So Pſal. 71. 6. By thit 
have I been holden up from the womb, thays.art 
that tz0k me out of 'my Mothers ' bowelr; ( rhe 
Mercics from the beginning are recognized. )A 
praiſe ſhall be continnally of thee © there the n; ar 
rel]: of thoſe recoonitions is expreſſed: © ** +} 

There be five things belonging tothe pra ic 
God, andall ot them have relation to his Proy 
dences exerciſed about us. Ys > * 


* 
Pp oo **:, 
_ © 
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TL. The Pyftery of Providence. 
(1. A:carefu] Obſervation of the: Mercies 
receiye from him, 1/2; 41. 17, 18, 19, 20. 


$15 fundamencal to all praile: God: cannor 
gl arified for the mercies we never noted, - | 
(2. ) A-fairhful Remembrance” of the'favours 
weived, Pal, 103: 2. Bleſs the Lord; O- my foul 
t forget not all -his benefits. Hence the Lord 
ands the Ingratitude of his people, Plal. 106.713. 
'y ſoon forgat his works. | 
3: ) A due Appreciation and Valuation of 
Providencethatdoth us.good, 1 Sam: 12.24. 
Bar Providgnce that fed them inthe Wilderneſs 
h Manna,was the moſt remarkable Providence 
nem > but they not yaluing it at its worth, 
I. had. not that praiſe for it which he ex- 
Ktcd, Nuntb. 11. 6. 
4. ) The Excitation 'of all the faculties and 
[h A of the ſoul in the acknowledgement of 
ele mercies to us. Thus David, Plal. 103. 1. 
fs the Lord,O my ſoul ; and all that is within me 


8G 1s boly name. Soul-praiſe is the very ſoul 


& vraiſe: this is the fat and marrow of that 
ank-offering. 
«(5 ):A- ſuitable Retribution for the mercies 
(þ ceived. TI his David was careful about, P/ab. 
{t6.'1. And the Lord taxes good Hezekiah for 
Encglcet of:it, 2 Chron. 32.24, 25- This con- 
&in atull aud hearty refignation of all tro him: 
hat we have received by Providence from (him: 
din our willingneſsaGually to partwith all for 
m. when heſhall remand it. 
_ ſee, how all the ingredients to praile, 
vereſpect to Providences. ut more particu- 
bly I will ſhew you, that as all the ingredients of 
al e haye reſpett to Providences, ſoall the mo- 
k tiyes 


4) vi > Co anc :t Or, v8 " 
tives and Arguments obliging and engaging ſoil 
to praiſe, 'are_found therein alſo.” the bn | 
conſider, how the mercy and goodneſs of God 
exhibited by Providence, toexcire our thankfubſ1! 
nels. 6 

( 1.) That the goodneſs and. mercy of God 
let out upon hispeople in his Providences aboifffif! 
them : and'this is the very root of praiſe. Ir 
not {o much the poſlcffion that Providence giz 
us offnch or ſuch-comforts,. as the goodneis a 
kindneſs of Godin the di{penſing of them, till 
engages a gracious {oul to praiſe, Pla 63. 3. li 
eauſe thy loving kindneſs is better than” life, my ti 
ſhallpraiſe thee. To give, maintain and” preletyh 
our life, are choice-atts of Providences : buty 
do allthis in a way of grace and loving-kivd9 
neſs, this is far better than the gifts rhemſclvg® 
life is but the ſhadow of death withour it: chisW* 
the mercy that crowns all other mercies, Pſa 
103. 4. Irs this a ſanified ſoul deſires Gl 
would manifeſt in every Providence about him 
Pſal. 17. 7. and what 1s one; praiſing of God cl&y® 
but our ſhewing forth that loving-kindneQ® 
which he ſheweth us'in his Providences? Pfa J 

2.1, 2, | 4” 
- (2.) As the loving-kindneſs of God - manik}** 
ſted in Providences, 'is a motive to praiſe ; of 
the free and deſerved favours of God, difpenia® 
by the hand of Providence, oblige the foul 0 f 
praiſe. This was the.confideration that mel xl þ 
David's heart into a «thankful praifing frame 
even the conſideration of the free and undeſa 
ved fayours caſt in upon him by Providena 
2 Sam. 7. 18. What am 1? O Lord God © and whit < 
is my Fathers houſe, that thou haſt bronght wy A. 

thert08F 


The Myſtery of ]92ovidence. 

Werto 2. ( 7. e.) raiſed me by Providence from 
mz \mean Condition to all” this Dignity : From 
{following the Ewes, to feed Jacob bis People, Pſalm 
ul58. 70, 71. O this is It that engages thankfulneſs, 
AMGer. 32. 10. 

Ji (3-) As the freeneſs of Mercies diſpenſed by 
xrovidence, engageth Praiſe; ſo the Aultitudes 
of Mercies heaped this way upon us, ſtrongly ob- 
we the Soul to thankfulneſs. Thus David comes 
efore the Lord encompaſſed with a Multitude of 

SWlſcrcies to Praiſe him, P/almz 5. 7. We have our 
Whads of  Mercies, and that every Day, Pſalm 
68. 19. O what a rich heap will the Mercies of 
wwe Day make, being laid together ! 

ll. (4.) As the Multitudes of Mercies diſpenſed 
Why Providence, oblige to Praiſe ; ſo the tender- 
{8 of Gods Mercy manifeſted in his Providence, 
Faves the Soul under a ſtrongObligation to thank- 
hlneſs. We ſce what tender Reſentments the 
Mord hath of all our wants, ſtraits and burdens, 

EPlm 103. 13. Like as a Father pitieth/ bis Chil- 
{> | en, /o the Lord pitieth them that fear bm, Heis 

CEfull of Bowels, as that Word mauoraeſxr© in 
James 5. 11. {ignifies, Yea, there are not only 

JBowels of Compaſſion in our God, but the tender- 
fuels of Bowels, like thoſe of a Mother to her 

Sucking Child, 7a. 49. 15. He feels all our Pains 
ſes if the appleof his Eye were touched, Zech. 2.8. 
2nd all this is diſcovered to his People in the way 

200f his Providences with them, Pſalm 11 1.1,2,3,4. 

29 who of all the Children of God hath not often 
Found this in his Providences? And who can fee 
MM, and not be filled with thankfulneſs: All theſe 

Wire ſo many Bands clapt by Providence vpoa the 

$01, to oblige it to a Life of Praiſe. Hence itis, 

Wat the Prayers of the Saints are ſo full of thankſ- 

'J- N g1vIngs 
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138 / Divine Conditet*- Or, + 
givings apon theſe accounts Tis ſweet to recontit$C 
them to the Lord in Prayer: To lye at his Feetiffr 
an holy'Aſtoniſhment at his gracious Condeſcenk| 4 
ons to poor Worms. \N & 


M 
The Sixth Motive. 'Ip 


The due Obſervation of Providence will endeain 
Feſus Chriſt every Day more and more to yodghG 
Souls. Chriſt is the Channel of Grace and Mercyyſſe 
"through him are all the decxurſus & recurſus gratis fi 
arum, all the Streams of Mercy that flow frog 
God to vs, and all the returns of Praife from 
to God, 1 Cor. 3.21, 22. All Thingsare ours ut 
on no other Title, but onr being his. | 


L 
"Bhi 
Now there be fix Things in Providence,that ar} & 

exceedingly endearing of the Lord Jefus Chriſt wht 

his People ; And theſe are:the moſt ſweet and dela 

licious Parts of all our Enjoyments, 0 

1. The purchaſe of all thoſe Mercies which Pro-fl4 

vidences convey to vs, 1s by his own Blood : Fat c 

not only Spiritual and Eternal Mercies,, but evalf 

all our Temporal ones, are the Acquiſition of tiy b) 

Blood. LookFas Sin forfeited-all, fo Chriſt reſt&Ftc 

red all theſe Mercies agajn to vs by his Death. Sina 

had ſo ſhut up the > of Mercy, «that had n&yT 

Chriſt made an Atonement by higDegth, it coulf]» 

Bona gra- PEVET have brovght forth one det all Eter-Ju 
tie £5 glo-ity for us. It is with þim that freely gre o1 
rie, ac pre #s all things, Rom. 8. 32. Heaven it. ſelf, and Wal 
omnibus things es to bring us thither, among whickIu 
divine u-js principally” included .the Tutelage and Aid offi 
pp Divine Providence ;, So that whatever good with 
lenmie ſue receive from the Hand of Providence, we mull 
ſcurum- Put 1t upon the ſcore of Chriſts Blood ; and whell 


poli Sy- we receive it, we may ſay, Tis the: price, Wſ 


noP!1s IN Blood ; 'Tis a Mercy riling up out of the Death Of 
Chr 
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1+. The OVyſtery of Peovidence. 
Chriſt ; 1t coſt him dear,” though. it come to me 
id Fircely : It's ſweet in the Poſſe/ron, but coſtly inthe 
Ef fc9ni/3tion. © Now this is a molt endearing Conſi- 

>Fderation : Did Chriſt dye, that theſe Mercies 
might Eive? Did he pay his invaluable Blood to 
'F purchaſe theſe Comforts, that I poſſeſs? O whar 
ef nanſcendent, matchleſs Love, was the Love of 
dd Chriſt ! You have known Parents that have laid 
Bout all their Stock of Money to Purchaſe Eſtates 
&F for their Children; but when did you hear of 
al uoy that ſpent the whole Stock and Treaſure of 
Bair Blood, to make a Purchaſe for them ? If the 
life of Chriſt had not been ſo afflictive and fad to 
= him, ours could not have been fo ſweet and com- 
RH fortable to us: *Tis through his Poyerty we are 
pFeariched; 2 Cor. 8. 9. | Theſe ſweet Mercies that 
I&Jarc born of Providenceevery Day, are the Fruits 

'N of the Travel of his Soul. 3% 
0-B 2. The SanQification of all,is by our Union with 
a Wriſt: 'Tis by vertue of our Union with his Per- 
«fon, that we enjoy the ſanQtified Gifrs and Bleſſings 
Jo Providence. All theſe are Mercies additional 
0Ft0 that great Mercy C HRIST,Aat. 6.33. They 
Jae given with him, as in Rom. 8: 32. This is the 
RJ Tenure by which we hold them, 1 Cor. 3. 21, 
1092, 23. Looky what we loſt in Adam, is reſtored 
e-Jagain with Advantage in Chriſt : Immediately ups 
Jon the fall, that Curſe, Ger. 2. 17. ſeized upon 
aMJul the miſerable Poſterity of 44am, and upon all 
hb their Comforts, outward as well as inward; and 
fIthis ſtill lyes heavy upon them: All that Provi- 
Midence doth for them that are Chriſtleſs, is but to 
ed ſo many poor condemned Wretches, till the 
Entence they are under, be exccuted upon them) 5 
mt is indeed bountiful and open-handed to many 
them ; and fills chem with Earthly Comforts 
4 | N 2 bur 
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Divine Conduct t Or, * v0 
but not one ſpecial ſanRified Mercy isto be foandf; 
among all their Enjoyments : Theſe Gifts of Prg- h 
vidence do but deceive, defile and deſtroy them n 
through their own Corruptions, and for want of 6 
Union with Chriſt, Prov. 1. 32. The Proſperity | 

Fools ſhall deſtroy them. | 4 

But when a Maa is once in Chriſt, then all Pro-J 

videncesare ſanQtified and ſweet, Tit. 1, 15. Us F 
to the pure, all things are pure. Alittie that a Righ 


teous Man hath, 1s better than the Treaſures of may Fi 
wicked, Pſalm 37. 16.' Now Chriſt becomes al c 


Head of Influence, as well as of Dominion ; and 
all things he contults the good of his own Menyfl x 
bers, Eph. 1. 22. I: 
3. The Diſpenſation of all our Comforts and 
Mercies, 1s by his Direction and Appointment, [ 
Ir's true, the Angels are employed in the Kingdom A 
of Providence, they move the wheels, (5. e.) art f 
inſtrumental 1a all the Revolutions in' this lowg 
World; but ſtill they receive Dire&ions and OF 
ders from Chriſt, -as you may ſee in that admirs 
ble Scheme of Providences, Exzek. 1. 25, 26, & 
Now what an endearing Meditatiog is this! What 
ever Creature be inſtrumental for any good to 
you, 1t's your Lord Jeſus Chriſt that gave the or- 
ders and commands to that Creature to do it; 
and without it they could have done nothing 
for you : It's your Head in Heaven that conſults 
your Peace and Comfort on Earth : Theſe BK the 
Frvirs of his Care for you. So in the Preventiol 
and Reſtraints of Evil; 'tis he that Bridles in the 
Wrath of Devils and Men he holds the Reins it 
his own Hands, Rev. 2. 10. *Twas the care 0 
Chriſt over his poor Sheep at Damaſcus, thalfy 
itopt the raging Adverſary who was wpon ti | 
\Way, deligning to deſtroy them, Ads 9. W fy 
4. tl 
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. 4: TheContinuation of all your Mercies and Com- 
forts, outward as well as inward, is the fruit of 
his Interceſſion in Heaven for you. For look, as 


"MI:he offering up of the Lamb of God a Sacrifice for 


Sin, opened the Door of Mercy at firſt ; ſo his ap- 
pearing before God as a Lamb that had been 
ain, ftill keeps that door of Mercy open, Rev, 
5.6. Heb. 9.24. By this his Interceſſion, our 
Peace and Comforts are prolonged to us, Zech. 1. 


$12, 13. Every Sin we commit, would put an end 
'Yto the Mercies we poſſeſs, were it not for that 
MY Caution which is put in for us by it, 1 Jobs 2. 


1,2. If any Man Sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Feſus Chriſt the Riphteous : And he is the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, &c. This ſtops all Pleas, and 

ocures new Pardons for new Sins. Hence it is 

ſaves to the uttermoſt, to the laſt compleating 
At, Heb. 7.25. New Sins do not irritate our 
former Pardons, nor cut off our Priviledges ſer- 


Wild upon vs in Chriſt. 
SY 5. The returns and anſwers of all your Prayers 
Fand Cries to Heaven-for the removing of your 


Affittions, or ſupply of your wants, are all pro- 


J cored and obtained for you by Jeſus Chriſt. He 


is the Maſter of your Requeſts; and were it not 


— that God had reſpe& to him, he would never re- 
'gard your cries to him, nor return any anſwer 
MF of Peace toyou, how great ſoever your Diſtreſſes 


ſhould be, Rev. 8. 3, 4. ?Tis his Name that gives 
our Prayers their acceptance, Joh 1 5. 16. Becauſe 


vl the Father can deny him nothing, therefore your 
*FPrayers are not denyed. Doth God condeſcend 
:Fto hear you in the Day of trouble? Doth he 


£1 
he 


$ convince you by your own Experience, that your 


Prayers have Power with God, and do prevail ? O 


Ke how much you owe to your dear Lord Jeſs 


N 3 Chriſt, 


Divine Conduct t Or; 


Chriſt, for this high and glorious priniledge! ' 

6. The Covenant of Grace, in which all your; 
comfortable Enjoyments are. comprized, and by 
which they are ſecured, ſanCtified,, and {weetned 
to yon, ismade in Chriſt, and ratified by him be- 

ewikt Ged and you. Your-Mercics are all com- 

prized in this Covenant, even your daily BrQd, 
Pſalm 111.5. as well as your Juſtification, and 
otner* ſpiritual Me cies. 

'Tis your \Coyenant Intereſt, that ſecures to 
you what ever it comprizes, Iſa. 5-3» Hena 
they are called the ſure Mercies of David. 43 

Nay, this is it that ſanQifies them, and giveg 
them the” nature of ſpecial and peculiar Mercigs: 
One ſuch Mercy is wortha thouſand common Mer» 
cics. And being ſanQified and ſpecial wang 
they muſt needs be exceeding ſweet beyond a 
other Mercies, On theſe accounts it was, that 
David fo rejoiced in his Covenant Intereſt 
though Izden with many - Aﬀictions, 2 San, 
23. FJ- > 
Bnt noiv all this hangs entirely upon Chriſt 
The New T:ftament is in his Blood, 1 Cor, 11. 25 
Aud whatever Mercies you reap from that Coves 
nant, you, maſt thank the Lord Jeſus Chriſt fan 
them. Put ll this together, and then think 
how ſuch Conſiderations will endear Chriſt uq 
your Souls! * 
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The. Sevesth Motive. 

The die Obſervations of Providence baye a matt 
v:llous Effcacy to melt the Heart, and make it thai 
and reknt ingenuey/'y before the Lord, 

How can a ſanctified Heart do leſs,” than melt X 
into Tears,whillt it either con/iders the dealings of} 
God from Time toTune with it; Or a” th 

ers ; 


_ The'MYyftery of Jyovidence. 
Mercies. received, with the Sins committed ; or 
the. diff®ent Adminiſtrations'of Providence to- 
y. | wards it /elf and others ! 

d | . Let a Man bur ſet himſelfto think deliberately 
- | and cloſely of the ways of Providence towards 
- F him, let him but follow the Tra& of Provi- 
J, deice, as It hath led him all along the way that 
4 | ke hath gone, and if there be any Principle of 
gracious tenderneſs in him, he ſhall meet with 
variety-of occaſions to excite and draw it forth. 
Reader,go back with thy ſerious Thoughts (1.)To 
the beginning of the Ways of God with thee, the 
Mercies that brake out early in thy Youth, even 
the firſt born Mercies from the womb of Provi- 
dence; and thou wilt ſay, What need I go far- 
ther ? Here -is enough, not only to move, bur 
overwhelm my Heart. MAAay I not from this time 
try unto thee, my Father, thou art the guide of my 
Youth, Jer. 3. 44 What a critical Time 1s the 
Time of Youth? Ir's the moulding Age; and (or- 
dinarily ) according to the courſe of thoſe lead- 
ing Providenees, after-Providences do ſteer their 
Courſe. What levity, raſhnefs, ignorance and 
ſtroag propenſioas to Sin and Ruine accompanied 
that Age? How many being thenleft tothe ſway 
of their own Luſts, run themſclves into thoſe 
binsand Miſeries, which they never recover them- 
ſalves from to their dying Day ? Theſe, like the 
| Errors of the firſt ConcoQtion, are rarely rectified 
erwards. Did the Lord: guide thee by his 
Providence, when but a Child ? Did he then pre- 
Mtrve thee from thoſe Follies and Miſcarriages, 
[I which blaſt the very Bloſſom, and nip the Bud, ſo 
It] that no/good Fruit is to be expected afterwards ? 
of D id he then caſt thee into ſuch Families,or among 
etch company and acquaintance, as moulded and 
re: ""—Þ 4 formed 
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formed thy Spirit to a better Temper ?_ Did he 
then dirett thee into that way of Employment, 
wherein thou haſt ſeen ſo large a train of happy 
Conſequents ever ſince following thee? And wilt 
thou not from henceforth ſay, My Father, my Fa- 
ther, thou art the guide of my Youth ? 

Or (2.) Let us but bring our thoughts cloſe to 
the Providences of after-Times,and conſider how 
the ſeveral changes and removes of our Lives have 
been ordered for us: Things we never foreſaw 
nor deſigned (but much better for us, than what 
we did deſign ) have been all along ordered for. 
us. The way of Man ts not in himſelf. Gods Thoughts 
have not been our Thoughts, nor his W ays our Ways. 
Among the eminent Mercies of thy Life, Reader, 
how many of them have been meer ſurprizals to 
thee? Thy own Projects have been thruſt aſide, 
to make way for better Things deſigned by Provi- 
dence for thee. F 

Nay, (3.) Do but obſerve the, Springs and 
Autumns of Providence, in what order they haye 
flouriſhed and faded with thee, and thou wilt find 
thy ſelf over-powered with the Senſe of Divine 
Wiſdomand Goodneſs: When neceſſity required, 
ſach a Friend was ſtirred up to help thee, ſuch a 
Place opened to receive thee, ſuch a Relation 
raiſed up or continued to refreſh thee: And no 
ſooner doth Providence deprive thee of any of 
them, but either thy need of them ceaſes, or ſome 
other way is opened to thee. O the depth of 
Gods Wiſdom and Goodneſs! O the matchleſs 
tenderneſs of God to, his People ! 7 

(4.) Compare the dealings of Providence with 
you and others, yea, with others that ſprang up 
with you in the ſame Generation, it may be, in 


the ſame Families, and from the ſame Parents, it} 


may 


_— 
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may be in Families greater and more flouriſhing 
in the World than yours, and ſee the difference, 
upon many great accounts, it hath made betwixt 


you and them. 1 knew a Chriſtian, who after * 


many Years Separation, was vilited by his own 
Brother, the very ſight of whom, wrought upon 
him, much as the ſight of Benjamin did upon Jo- 
ſeph, ſo that he could not refrain to fall upon 
his Neck, and weep for Joy ; but after a few hours 
ſpent together, finding the Spirit of his Brother, 
not only eſtranged from all that's ſpiritual and 


I ferious, bur alſo very vain and prophane, he ha- 


ſtened to his Chamber, ſhut the door upon him, 
threw himſelf down at the Feet of God, and with 
flowing Eyes,and a melting Heart,admired the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Grace of God, ſaying, Was not E- 
ſau Facob's Brother ? O Grace, Grace, aſtoniſh- 
ing, Grace |! 


(5.) Compare the carriage of Providence to- « 


towards you,with your own carriage towards the 
Lord ; anG it muſt needs melt your Hearts to find 
ſo mrch Mercy beſtowed, where ſo much Sin hath 
been committed. Whar Place did you ever live 
in, where you cannot remember great Provoca- 
tions committed, and manifold Mercies notwith- 
ſtanding that, received ? O with how many not- 
withſt andings and nevertheleſſes,hath the Lord done 
you good in every Place ! What Relation hath 
not been abuſed by Sin; and yet both raiſed up 
and continued by Providence for your Comfort ? 
In every Place God hath left the Marks of his 
Goodneſs, and you the remembrances of your 


ſinfulneſs : "Give your ſelves but leave to think of 


theſe things, and it's ſtrange if your Hearts relent 
not at the remembrance of them. | 
* (6.) Or Laſtly, Do but compare your Dan- 
gers 
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gers with your Fears, and both with the ſtran 
out-letts and doors of eſcape Providence hath 
opened, and it cannot do lels than over-power 

_ * you with a full Senſe of Divine Care aud Good- 


- 


” 


neſs. | 
There have been dark Clouds ſeen to riſe over 
you, . Judgment even at your door, fometimes 
threatning your Life, ſometimes your Liberty, 
ſometimes your Eſtates, and ſometimes your dears 
eſt Relations, in-whomrit may be, your Life was 
bound up;-remember in that Day, what faintneſs 
of Spirit ſeized you, what charges of guilt ſtirring 
up fears of the iſſue within you : You turned t6 


the Lord in that Diſtreſs, and hath he not made, 


a way to eſcape, and delivered you from all your 
Fears ? Pfalm 34. 4. | . 

Otis your Life ſuch a:continyed Throng, ſuch 
a diſtracted Hurry, that there is no room to be 
found with Chriſtians to ſit alone, and. think on 
theſe: things, and preſs theſe marvellous diſcove- 
ries of Godin: his Providences upon their own 
Hearts? Surely, might theſe Things bur lye upon 
our Hearts, talk with our Thoughts by Day, and 
lodge with us at Night; they would even farcy 
their Paſſage down to our very Reins. 
- y 


The. Eighth Motive. 


Due Obſervation of Providgnce will both beget and 


fecure inward tranquillity in your Minds amidſt the 
Vicifſitudes and Revolutions of Things in this unſta- 
ble vain VWorld. 

Pſalm 4. 8. 1 willhotb lay me down in Peace, and 
ſleep, for the Lard only maketh me dwell ſafety. He 
reſolves the linful Fears of Events ſhall not rob 
him of his inward quiet, nor torture his Thoughts 
with anxious —_ : He will commit all his 
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-- - The Yyſtery -of P2ovidence, : 
cncerns into that faithful farherly Hand that had 
hitherto wrought all Things for him, and he 
means not to loſe the Comfort of one Nights reſt, 
nor bring the evi of to Morrow upon the Day, 
but knowing in whoſe Hand he was,wiſely enjoies 
the ſweet Felicity of a reigned Wu]. 

Now this Tranquillity of our Minds 1s as 
much begotten and preſeryed by a due Confidera- 
yon of Providence, as by any thing: whatſoever. 
Hence it was, that-/our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he 
would cure the Diſciples anxious and diſtracting 
follicitades about a livelihood, bids them conſi- 
der thE Care Providence hath over the Birds of 
the air, and the Lillies of the Field, how it feeds 
the one, and clothes the other without any anx1- 
ous Care of theirs ; and would have them well 
conſider thoſe Providences, and Reaſon them- 
ſles into. a.calm and ſweet Compoſure of Spirit 
from thoſe Conſiderations, Mat.6.27,28,29,30,31 

Two Things deſtroy the Peace and 'Tranquillity 
of our Lives, our bewailing paſt diſappointments, - or 
fearing future ones. But would we oncelearn previ- 
fon and proviſion to be Divine Prerogatives, and 
take notice how aften Providence baffles thoſe 
that pretend to it, - cauſing the good they fore- 
ſaw ( 2ccording to their Conjectures ) coming to 


their Hand, yet to balk them and flee from them : 


And the evil they thought themſelves ſufficiently 
ſecured: from, to invade them. I ſay, would we 
conlider how Providence daily baffles theſe Pre- 
tenfions of Men, and aſſerts its own Dominion 
it wovld greatly conduce to the Tranquillity of 
our Lives - 

"This is a great Truth, that there is no Face of 
Adverſity fo formidable, but being viewed from 
this ſtation, would become amicable. Now ws 


Divine Conduct 2 Or, 
be ſeveral Things in the Conſideration of Provi, 
dence, that naturally and kindly compoſe the 
mind of a Chriſtian to Peace, and bring it to a 
ſweet reſt, whilſt events hang in a doubtful 
ſuſpenſe. 

1. As Firſt, The Supremacy of Providence, and 
its uncontroulable Power in working. This 1s 
often ſeen in the good that it brings us in a way 
that's above the Thoughts and Cares of our Minds 
or Labour of our Hands. I bad not thought (fai 
Facob) to have ſeen thy Face; and Io, God bath 
ſhewed me thy Seed alſo, Gen. 48. 11. Thee Is 4 
frequent coincidency of Providences in a way of 
{urprizal, which from no appearance, or the res 
moteſt tendency of outward Cauſes could be 


preſent Scheme, and poſture .of our Afﬀairs. 
Nothing tends to convince us of the Vanity and 
Folly of our own Sollicitudes and Projections, 
more than this doth, 

2. The profound Wiſdom of Providence in all 
that it performeth for the People of God. The 

Non cacao Wheels are full of Eyes, Exzek. 1.18 (z.e.) there 

imperu vol 1S an intelligent and wiſe Spirit that fits upon, 

vuntur and governs the Afﬀairs of this World. 

7072. *- This Wiſdom ſhines out to us in the unexpe- 
'&ed, yea,contrary events of Things. How often 
have we been courting ſome beauriful appearance 
that invited our Senſes, and with trembling ſhun'd 
the formidable Face of other Things, when not- 
withſtanding the Iſſues of Providence have con- 
vinced us, that our Danger lay in what we 
courted, and our good in what we ſo ſtudiouſly 
declined ? This alſo is a ſweet Principle of Peace 


not, but: his good may be imported in what 


foreſeen, but rather falls viſibly Croſs to the 


and quiet to the Chriſtians mind, that he knows |. 


ſeems | 
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The MYyſtery of Py2ovidence. 
ſeemed to threaten his Ruine. Many were the 
Diſtreſſes and Straits of 1ſrael in the Wilderneſs, 
but all was to humble them, that be might do them 
good in the latter End, Devut. 8. 16. Sad and dif- 
mal was the Face of that Providence that ſent 
them out of their own Land, into the Land of 
the, Chaldeans ; yet even this was a project to do 
them good, Jer. 24 5. How often have we re- 
traced our raſh and headlong cenſures of Things 
ppon Experience of this Troth! And been taught 
to bleſs our Afictions and Diſappointments in 
the Name of the Lord. Many a Time have we 
kiſſed thoſe Troubles at parting, which we met 
with trembling. And what can promote Peace 
under doubtful Providences more EffeCtually 
than this ? 

3. The Experiences we have had throughout our 
Lives of the faithfulneſs and conſtancy 'of Provi- 
dence, are of excelleut uſe to allay and quiet our 
Hearts in any Trouble that befals us. Hitherto God 
bath helped, 1 Sam. 7.12. We never found him 
wanting to us in any Caſe hitherto: This is not 


the firſt ſtrait we have been in: The firſt time that 


our Hearts and Hopes have been low, Surely, he 
is the ſame God now as heretofore, his hand is 
not ſhortned, neither doth his faithfulneſs fail. 
O recountin how great Extremities former Expe- 
ricnce hath taught you not to deſpair? | : 
4. The Conjectures Chriſtians may make of the 
Way of Providence towards them, from what its 
former Methods have been towards them, is ex- 
ceeding quieting and comfortable. It's uſual 
with Chriſtians, to compare Times with Times, 
and to gueſs at the Iſſue of one Providence by 


another. The Saints do know what courſe Pro- 


vidence uſually holds, aud accordingly with great 
proba- 


Divine. Condutt z Or, 

probability-Colle& - what*they may expe from 
what in like Caſes they have formerly obſerved, 
Chriſtian, examine thine own Hearr, and its fots 
mer Obſervations, and thon wilt find, as Pal. $g, 
30, 31, 32. That it's uſually the Way of God tg 
prepare ſome ſmart Rods to correct thee, when 
cither thy Heart hath ſecretly revolted from God, 
and is grown vain, careleſsand ſenſual, or whey 


thy ſteps, have declined, and thou haſt turned 


aſide-to the Commiſſion-of Jniquiry. And then 
when thoſe Rods have been ſanQified to humble 
reduce and purge thy Heart, it's uſually obſerved; 
that thoſe ſad Providences are then. upon the 
change, and then the Lord changes the Voice of 
his Providence towards thee, . Jer. 3. 12, 13; 


Go, and proclaim theſe Words towards the North, and 
ſay, Return thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Lord: 
and F will not cauſe mine anger to. fall ugon you, fa 


1 am mercifitl, ſaith the Lord, and 1 will not ker 
Hnger for ever. Only acknowledge thine Jniqui- 
y, GC. q 
7 therefore L find the bleſſed Effects of the Rod 
upon me, that it hath done is Work, to break 
the hard Heart, and pull down the proud Heart, 
and awakeg the drowſie Heart, and quicken the 
flothfnl, negligent, lazy-Heart ; 'now with great 
probability 1 may Conjecture, a more comforta- 
ble aſpe& of Providence will quickly appear, the 
refreſhing and reviving Time is nigh. 
5.Itis uſual wich Chriſtians,to argue themſelves 
into freſh reviving Hopes,when the [tate of things 
is-moſt toriorn, by comparing the Providences of 
God one with another. 
(1.) It is a mighty compoſing Meditation, 
when we compare the Providences of God to- 
wards the inanimate and irrational Creatures; 


with 
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with his Providences:towards ns. Doth he take 
care for the very Fowls of the Air, for whom-no 

-Man provides, as well as thoſe at the door which 
we daily feed ?: Doth he ſo clothe the very Graſs 
of the Field ? Hear the young Ravens,when they 
cry for Meat? Andcan it be ſuppoſed, he ſhould 
forget his own People, that are of much'\more va- 
lue than theſe ? 

-+(2.Y Or if *we compare the-Bounty, and Care 
that Providence hath expreſſed to the Enemies of 
God,how it feeds and clothes and protedas them, 
even whilſt they are fighting againſt him with his 
own Mercies;..1t cannot but quiet and fatisfie us, 
that ſurely he-will not be wanting to that People 
vpon whom he hath ſet his Love, to whom he 
bath given, his 'Son, *and for whom he hath'* de- 
ſigned Heaven it ſelf. ' 

(3.) Or-Laſtly, '1t muſt needs.quiet us, when 
we conſider, what the Lord*gid for us in the 
way of his Provideace, when we our ſelves were 
in the ſtate of Nature, and Enmity againſt God. 

d | Did he not then look afterus, when we knew him 

k | not? Provided for us, when we owned him not 

t, | in any of his Mercies ? Beſtowed thouſands of 

ie | Mercies upon-uvs, when we had no title to Chriſt 

 } or any one Promiſe ? And will he now do leſs 

x | for us, ſince we are reconciled and become his 

ie | Children ? 

' Surely, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, cannot 

25 | but fill the Soul with Peace, and preſerve the 

$ | Tranquillity of it under the moſt diſtracting Pro- 

of | vidences. 
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N, The Ninth Motive. 

Due Obſervations of the Ways of God in his Pro- 
5; | vidgncos towards ns, have an excellent uſeful- 
| ys __ ſs 
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neſs and attitude to advance and improve Holineſs iq 
owr Hearts and Lives, For, is | 

1. The Holineſs of God is manifeſted to us in all 
his Works of Providence,P/alm 1 4.5.1 7.The Lordi 
righteous in alt his ways,aud holy in dll bis Works, The |, 
Inſtruments pſed by Providence may be very ſinful 
and wicked, they may aim at baſeends,and makeuſe I; 
of wicked mediums to attain them; but it's certaig 
Gods deſigns are moſt pure, and all his workings 
are ſo too® Thovgh he permits, limits, orders and 
 over-rules many unholy Perſons and Actions; yet 

in all he Works like himſeif; and his _ f 
' no more defiled and ſtained by their Impurity, 
than the Sun-beams are by the noiſome Exhalatj- 
ons of 4 Dunghil, Devt. 32. 4. He is the Rock, his 
Work is perfett ;, for all his Ways are Judgment, 
God of '! ruth, and without Iniquity : Fuſt and Righ + 
zs be. So that in all his Providences he ſers before #% 
us a perfe& Pattexn of Holineſs, that we mighty 
be Holy in all our Ways, as our Father is in all bs FF 
' Ways. But this 18 not all. k 

/ 


2. His Providences if duely obſerved, promote 
Holineſs, by ſtopping up our Way to Sin. Ohit& 
Men wonld but notethe Deligns of Godin his pre- n 
ventive Providences, how uſeful would it be to 
keep them Upright and Holy in their Ways ? For i 
why 1s it, that the Lord ſo often hedges up our h 
way with Thorns, as it is Hoſea 2. 6. But that we 
ſhoald nor find our paths to Sin ? Why doth he F 
clogg vs, but to prevent our {traying from him?* 
2 Cor. 12.7, Leſt I ſhould be exaited above meaf..te, 
thre was yiven me a Thornin the Fliſh, a ed q 
of Sotun ty oufj et me. O "tis good to attend to | 
theſe Wrrks of God, and ſtudy the meaning of Ty 
them, Sometimes Providence croſſeth a hopeful 
tiiriving project to advance our Eſtate, and fru-L$* 

ſtrarcs 
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( — all our labours and carcs; Why is this > 
I but co hide pride from man. Should(t thou pro- 
1} fper in the world, that proſperity might be thy 
# | ſnare, and make thee a proud, ſenſual, vain foul ; 
he F, the Lord Jeſusſees this, and therefore withdraws 
uw the food and fue! from thy corruptions. 

 J'” It may be thou haſt a crazy, diſcaſed, weak bo- 
8 dy; thou labourcſt under - often infirmirics: in 
8 & this, the Wiſdom and Care of God over thy ſoul 
WF $ manifeſted; for wert thou not ſo clogged, 
« F how probable 1s it, that much more guilt might 
bÞ be contrated> Your poyerty doth but clog your 
pride; reproaches clog your ambition : want 
prevents wantonnels: ficknels of body conduces 
tothe prevention of many inward gripes of con- 
ience and groans under guilr. 


#F- 3. The Providences of God may be obſerved ro = 
*Ftonducc ro our holineſs, not only preventing God 
"Fs ,that we may not fall into-it; but alſo purg- $2414 not 


ng our fins when we are fallen into them, Ila. ns 


27 9. By this therefore ſhal{ the iniquity of Jacob be were yet 
purged; and this is all the fruit to aſe away his ſin. to fetch 
So Dan. 11, 33, 34,35. theyare of the ſame uſe out the 
that fire and water are for purging and cleanſing ; _ that 
not that theyaippurge us fromdlin in their own 6g no 
ir | Yereue and powers tor it fo, tholg that have moſt natures 2 
'. | fictions would have molt grace alſo? bur it is He loves 
in the verrue of Chriſt's blood, and God's bleſ(- ery = 
1? ling-upon aflictive Provigences,that they purge ard 
us from fin. A Croſs without a Chrifb never did fee a hole, 
?F any man good. Now in God's aflictive Provi- than aſpog 
dences for {in there are many things that tend to 42, is 
the purging of it. For | _ on 
. 6. AH 
-( 1.) Suchrebukes of Providence diſcover the auis Chri- 
diſpleaſure of God againſt us: the Lord frowns ftian Ar- 
7 © WP Up- MOur, Par 
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upon us in thoſe Proyidences. Our father is any 
gry, and theſe are the tokens of it; and nothing 
works more to the melting of a gracious hex 
than this. Muſt not the heart of a Child . mi 
and break whilſt thefather is angry. O thisk 


_— 


more bitter to our Spirits than all the, ſmart ay 
anguiſh of the affliftion: can be to.our fleſh. S 
P/al. 38. 1, 2, J- O. Lord rebuke me not in th 
#rath ; neither chaften me in thy hot difjleaſure fa 
thine arrows {tick faſt in me ; and thine handpreſſe 
me fore. There is no ſoundneſs in my fleſh becauſe} 
thine anger : neither is there any reft in my bones b&s 
cauſe of my ſin. | Ws 1 
( 2. ) By theſe rebukes of fin, the evil of ſin#® 
diſcovered more ſcnfibly tous, and weare mag} ' 
to {ee more clearly the evil of it in theſe glallg Ys 
of affliction which Providenge at -ſach' times ſa 
beforeus, than formerly we ever ſaw. Fer. Fe | 


ed rent RL om. ot woo 2. ee. 


Thine ownwickedneſs ſhall corrett thee ; and thy bach | 
ſlidings ſhallreprove thee, kromg/ercfore and ſeth | 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haff forſaka'} 

the Lord thy 4 and that my fear is not in thee, || \ 
faith the Lord "of Hofts. O the Gall and Worms 


wood that wetaft in is under God's rebukes bo 
it! Co HE Ss 5 
(3: ) Providegce blaſts and Jour: | | 
ful proje&s ro the, people obmGed * ,whocvats: 
thrives inthem, they ſhall not. ®T/a. Jo: 1, 2, 3, 
4,5- And thigallpghpvincee them of the folly 
that isin fm, and makes them cleave to the way [* 


of ſimplicity. and integrity. 
{jul 6-fu ispromoted inthe ſoul by cautioning 
an 


warning the ſoul againſt fin for time to come. 
Fob. 34.31. T have born chaftiſement, T1 will not of-|-\ 
fend any more, O happy Providences, how ſmart [+ 
ſo: 


The Wvſterp of P1ovivence. 


Jurely ſuch rods are well beſtow'd. This gives 
God his end: and if ever we forrowed after 'a 
«| godly fort, in the day 'of our-troubles © will 
I workthis carcfulneſs. 2 Cor. 7. 11. Behold this 
kf fame thing that ye ſorrowed after a godly ſort, 
what carefulneſs it wrought inyou ? &c. + Q if ever 
2\man have been under . a- fanRified . rod which 
hath ſhewed him the evil of fin;and kindly hum- 
ed him for it; and a temptation ſhould again 
Ilicite him to the fame eyil:. Why thinks he, 
"& what a madneſs 15 it for me to buy repentance 
atlodcar a rate? Have I not. ſmarted enough 
: already 2 You may as well as& me, whether 
& I will run again into the fare, after I haye been 
«& alrcady ſcorcht in ut? 

| -. 5. Toconclude, Providencesdo greatly migare 
q 


\ 


and promote holineſs by drawing the Soul into 
the preſence of God, and giving it-the opportu- 
y and occaſion of much communion with him. 


es, and {o pain his bowels that he ſhall nor be 
fuict till he:haye found a place to pour out his 
is in Snunch to the. Lord. 2 Sam. 7. 
" AﬀliQiye Providences will drive us to the feet 
A nd there makes-us to judge and con- 
emn our {elyes. Andall this hath an excellent 
So -, deſtroy in, and promote holineſs in the 


"1 
{ F The Tenth Motive. 

«|. Laſtly, The Conſideration and #udy of Providence 
a.) will be of ingular ſe tous in - dying hour, Heteby 


I focver, thar make the.ſoul for ever afraid of (in ! 


d 
Comfortable Providences will do this, they. will. 
melt a man's heart in lJoveto the God of his mer- - 


20g 


Divine Condue'+ Or, 
we treaſure up that which will ſingularly ſweet 
our death to us, and greatly affiſt our faich in the 
laſt encounter. You find when Facob dyed,what re- 
flections he hadupon the dealingot God with him 
in the various Providences of his life. See Gen. 48, 
;, 7, 15, 16. In like manner youtind Foſtua recor- 
ing the Providences of God when ar the brink of 
the grave : they were' the ſubject ofthis dying dif- 
courle. Sſhe24: . And F cannot but think ith 
{ſweet clole to the life of any Chriſtian : It muſt 
needsJweeten a death-bed to recount there the 
ſeveral remarkable paſſages of God's care and 
love tous from our beginning to that day: to 
xcfieft upon the mercies that went along with ul 
all the way, when we are come to the end of it 
O Chriſtians, treaſure vp theſe inſtances for ſuch 
a time as that is; that you may go out of the'Þ'- 
world” bleſſing God for all the goodneſs of trath | 
he hath performed ro you all your life E: 


{ 
Now the meditationsot theſe things muſt need} | 
be of great pſec jn"rhat day, it you confider tþ | 
following particulars. _ OO}! 

1. The timeof Death js rhe time when” Son | 
arc uſually moſt violently aflaulted by Satan with 
horrid temptations and black ſugg ions. 'Weſ 
may ſay of that figurative, as it's ſaid,of rhe na-F' 
tural Serpent, nunquam nfs moriens, preducitur in 
longum, He never exerts his urmoſt rage” till the ; 
laſt encounter ; and then his great defjgn js ro ffs 
perſwade the Saints, thar God loves them not, ; 
hathno carenor regard for them, northeir crves;& 
though they pray for eaſe and cry for ſparingÞ#* 
mercy, they {ee none comes. He handles chemi 
with as much roughneſs and ſeyeriry as otherJn© 
men; yca, many of the yileſt and moſt diflolme}þ 
wretche|t” 


- The Yyſtery of Providence. 


wretches cndure-leſs trorments, and are more 
gencly handled thanthey. :P/al. 73-4: thege are no 
bands in their death, when as thou mult go through 
along lane of ſickneſs to the grave, and endure 
many deaths in one. 23% 

But what credit, can theſe plauſible tales of Sa- 
tan obtain with a Chriſtian who hath been trea- 
{uring up all his life long the memorials of God's 
tender .xegard both to this wants and prayers, 
and that hath carefully remarked the evi- 
dent returns of his prayers, and gracious con- 
idelcenſiqns of God to. him from. his beginning 
othat moment 2 In this caſe his faith is migh- 
fy affited by . thouſands of experiences which 
back and encourage it, and will not-ſuffer the 
foul to give up lo caſily a truch which be 
hath {ſq ofteri  {enfibly felt and taſted. I am 
{ure ( faith he) God hath hag a tender fatherl 
care of meever finceÞ became his; he neyer fail 
edmeyetin any former ſtrait; and TI cannot 
believe he will do ſo naw. I know hisloveislike 
himſelf, unchangeable. - Joh. 13: 1. having ved 
bis own which were in the world he Ived them unta 
the end: for this God is our , God for ever and. ever 
will be qur guide even unto death. Pſal. 48. 14. 
'F Did he love me jn my yonth, aud will he caſt me 
f in my decrepit age? O God, ( faith the Pfal- 
aiſt ) thou haft taught me from my youth, and bitherto 
have I declared thy wondrous works, now alſo when I 
em old oo gray headed, O'God, forſake me not, Pſat. 
M7117, 19. 

ol FAA h- the Saintsare engaged in the laſt, apd 
+$.one of the moſt eminent works of faith, cyep the 
er |committing themſelves into the hands gf God, 
nel-Fhcp we arc Janching forth into that, vaſt Etcrni- 
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Divine "Candy +- Or,” * V 
ty,andentring intothat new ſtate which will maks 
o great a change upon us in. a-moment, In this 
Chriſt ſers us a pattern, Luke..23. 46. Father int 
thy hand I commend, my ſpirit; and having {aid 
thus he gave up the Ghoſt. So Stephen at his 
death,Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit, and immedi. 
ately fell aſleep, Att. 7. 59. | 
— There be two {ignal and. remarkable aQs of 
faith, both cxceedingly difficulr, vis. its fir 
act, and its- laſt. © I he firft 1s a. great venturg 
that itmakesof itſelf upon. Chriſt: and the laſt 
is a great venture toog to calt it (elf .into thig 
Ocean of Eternity upon the credit of a Promiſe 
But yet I knowthe - firſt: adventure of the Soul 
* upon Chriſt is much more difficult than the laſt Þ| 1 
adventureupon death ;and-that which makes it Þ4 
ſo is in great meaſure, the manifold recorded exs |} 4 
periences that the Soul hath "been gathering up Þ| 4 
from the day of its. eſpouſals tro Chriſt unto is Þ} 1 
dying which. is( ina denſe) itsmarriage day 
Oh with whatencquragement may a#Soul throw Y} 1 
j 
| 
{ 
[ 
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himſelf into the arms of that God with whom he 

hath,ſo.long converſed ahd walked. in this world?! 

W hoſe viſits have been ſweet and. frequent, -with 
whom:the foul hath "contratted fo intimate a&-Þ} 1 

quaintance in'this. world ; whom ke hath cots 
mitfedall irs affairs to formerly, -and- ſtill found. 
him. faichjul God 3 and now hath-no reaſon 20s 
doubr, but it ſhall ind him fon this laſt, diſtrely$ 
and exigence allo, | ©) « + 43447+ - 
?. At dcaththe people of Godxeceiye the laſt 
mcrcies that everthkey ſhall receive in this: world 
by the hand of Providence, and are-immediarely 
te make up their Accounts with God for all- the 
mercies that cycr they receiyed from his hand" 
What [' 


* 


| The Myſtery of ÞP2ovidence. 
IWhat.can be 'more ſuitable therefore ro a dying 
prion, than to recount with himlelt the mer- 
ges of his whole life, the manitold reccipts of 
fayour for which heis to reckon with God ſpee- 
dily Jandhow ſhall this be done without a due and 
{criousobſervation and recording of them now? [ 
know there arethouſandsot mercies forgotten by 
the'beſt of Chriſtians :a'memory of braſs cannot 
Gotitain them : And'Tknowalſothat Jeſws Chriſt 
muſt make-up the Account for us, or it will ne- 
yer paſs with God ; yerit is our duty ' to: keep the 
Accountsofour own mercies,and how they have 
been improved by us, for we are Stewards, and 
"Then are fo give art Account of our Stewardſhip, 
aq At death we owe an Account allo to men. 
ſtand obliged(if there be opportunity for it)to 

\ make known to them that ſurvive us what we 
have'ſeen and found of God in this world, that 
we may leave a teſtimony for God with men, 
d bring up a- good reportupon his ways. Thus 
tying Facob when Foſeph was come totake hislaſt 
farewell of him in this world, -ſtrengthned him- 
Elf and'fare upon _the bed,and related to - him 
the eminent appearances of God to him, and the 
| =_ where, Gen. 48. 2,3. as alſo an account 
his afflitions, Verſe '7. So Joſhua 'in his laſt 
#-ipeech to the people makes ir his buſineſs to vin- 
dicate and clear the truch of the Promiſes, by re- 
SFtounting tochem how the Providence of God had 
| Id the ſametoa title in his day. Joſh. 23: 
4: © And behota( faith he) this day I am going the 
way of at? the earth, andyekmw in all your hearts. 
nd #1 all your Souls, that not 'one thing hath failed 
of all the good things mhichthe Lord your God ſpake 
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eoncerning-you ; all are come —_— unto you, To 
Ala 


& | got one thing hath failed thereof, 
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> 16 _ Divine Convuct's Or, * T 
And certainly *tis of great ifnpottance to thi} 
world, to underſtand the Judgementsgand heat 
of the Expericnces of dying mtn. They of al 
men are prelumed to be moſt wiſe-attd molt {I 
rious : Beſides, this is the laſt opportunity. thats 
ever we ſhall have in this world to' {peak fot $4 
God... O then what a ſweet thing would it tes 
to cloſe up our lives with an honourable Accoutt [4 
- of the ways ofGed ! to-go ont ofthe world ble # 
ſing him forall themerciesand truth which hehath 
here performed to us! how would this encouragYh 
weak Chriſtians, and convince the Arheiſtiah|i 
world. that verily there is a reality and ati ex 
cellency in the ways and people of God! BL 
5. At death we begin the Anzelal life of praikÞ> 
and thankſgiving. We then enter - upon tha © 
everlaſting iweet employment; and as I doult* 
not but the Providences in which; we were cots 
cerned in this world will be a part - of- that Sond þ 
which we ſhall fing in Heaven, ſo certainly it will 
become usto tune our hearts and tongues for 88k 
whil'{t we are here, and eſpecially when we at! 
ready to enter upon that bleſſed ſtate. Other «7 
fore let it be your daily meditation and ſtud 1 
what God hath been to you; and done for 0! 
you, from the beginning of - his way hithepdi 
{0, %, W 1 
And thus I have ſpread before you ſome eli 
couragements to this bleſſed work, Oh that ye 
would be perſwaded to - this : lovely and ever; 
way beneficial praGtice. - This I dare preſum 
to {ay, that whoever finds a careful and: a tha 
ful heart to record and treaſure upthe daily ex8# 
periences of God's mercy to him, ſhall n« | 
wamacw mercies to record to his dying dayilgh 


4 
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T The Hyltexy of Povidence, 

Ik was ſaid of Clandiar that he wanted matter ſui- 
[ble to the excellency of his parts 3 but where is 
H the head or hearhat is ſuitable to this matter ? 
$I'who can uier the mighty works of the Lordzwhs 
i tan ſhew forth all his praiſe 2 P/al. 106.2. 
ti 7 | 
£1. ThftisI have through the aid of Providence 
t {8ifparched the a= delign I aimed at in the 
| icc'of this ſubjedF All that remains will now 
I be ſpcedily finiſhed in ſome few Corollaries to 
EI de briefly noted upon the whole, and three or 
our practical Caſes to be ſtated. You have 
beard how Providence per formeth all things for you 
JFlearn thence, oy 


0 © Firſt Corollary. | 
Rs 7-4 God is therefore to be owned by you in 41 
bY that befalls you in this world, whether it be in a 
4 by of ſucceſs and comfort, or of trouble and afflittidn. 
Wy © tis your duty to obſerve his hand and diſpb- 

When God pives you comforts; *tis Your 


| be eviimnort to obſerve his hand in them. 


re 
#0 Hence Was that charge againſt 7/rael, Hoy. 2. 8. 
YI She did not know that T gave ber Corn and Wine ant 
11 0: and multiplied ber Sitver and Gold (i. e. ) ſhe 
I did not aQtually and” affectionately conſider my 
Ware over her 2nd goodneſs to her, in theſe mer- 
ies And fo for afflitions, *tis a great wick- 
neſs, when God's hand 1s lifted up not to ſce it. 
(4.26. 11. TheOx knows his boner; antl the Aſs 
ts ma#ters orib, Iſa. 1.3%. the moſt dull and ſtu» 
id creatures know their benefaQtots. O look © 
te hand of God in all ; and know, that neither 
our comforts nor afitions do Ariſe oyt of the 
Woult, or {priog up our ofthe grout, = 
_ Serong 


DOtvine.' Tondiue t*! $3 
'M Second Coraltary; 1,1 os * 1 nh 
Tf God performall things for ou ow great is hi 
condeſcenſion to-and eare over his. people!' Whatdl 
man ( faith Job, chap. 7-v41718.) that thouſhoulds 
magnifie him, and ſet thine heart upon bim'? and thiy 
> thou ſhould}t viſit himevery morning;and try him ev 
| moment-2Such-4s his tender care over you that! 
withdraws not his eye fron Foa.Sce Job36:7:\1 
- any hurt you; he-himſelf will guard and keep yah 
day and.night, 1/2.:27- 3, :Should-he withdraw hit 
eye or hand one momentfrom you, thatmormay 
would be your ruine. 'Tcn thouſand evils watdf 


= 


but for ſuch an opporungy to ruſh in upon youÞ- 
and deſtroy you anda your comforts, Ya! 


are too dear to him to be truſted in any hand b 
his own. Deut..3J..J- Altbis Saints are in th 
hand. | MT v; 
Third Corollary. + \ 4 
Eearn hence how you are obliged t0 terform al 
duties and ſervices for” God, -who: performeth 
all things for you.” It was'the: wiſh of- a gap 
man, optarem 1d" me efſe- Deo, quod ef mihi m 
nus meay Oh thatlcould be ro Gad what my 
hand is "te me, Viz. - a ſerviceable uſeful ins 
{trument-- Shall God do all: things for you 
and will. you -do nothing for -God-2. Is ProvsWt 
denceevery moment at work for you, and will 
you be» idle-» Ta. what purpoſe : then 1s al 
that God hath»! done for you ?'Is- it- -not tha 
aim and defiam-of all,*ro make you'a fruitfub 
peopic: if Ged-plant, and fence, andwatet 
you by Providence, {tire he looks/you ſhe 
bring forth fruit... I/2; 5-1, 2, 3, 4+ Q that wh 
J : ip" £6 J- 
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The Yyſtety of 1Iovivence. 

rcturn for all the benefitsof Providence, you would 
fay ro God,as grateful Eliſha ſaid tothe Shunamite, 
behold thou haſt been caretul for us with all this 
tare, what .is to be done for thee? Kings 4.13. 
and with David, Pſal.- px#6. 12. what ſhall T ren- 
ger unto the Lord for all his benefits towards me ! 
He is ever doing you good; be you always 
ibounding in his work. * His Providence ſtands 
' by you in your greateſt diſtreſkes and "dangers ; 
don't you flinch from God when his ſervice and 
our duty is compaſſed abontwith difficulties. O 
© ative for thar God who is aCting eycry mo- 


A ment for you. 


| Fourth Covollary. 
* Doth God perform all things for his people ? Do 
not diſtruſt him then as often as -new or great 
difficulties ariſe. Why ſhould you think he that 
hath doneſo many things for you, will now de 
no more? Surely, the Lords hand is not ſhort- 
ned that it cannot ſave, nor his ear heavy that. it 
cannot hear ; "if any thing put a ſtop to his mercy, 
tis your -iniquities,” your diſtruſt and infidelity. 
59-1. How. long wil] it be ere you believe 
kim? Ifa-thouſand' and ten” thouſand of tryals 
and experiences-of his tender care, faithfulnels 
{and love will cure this diftemper in you, you 
\Shavethem at handto do- it. ' -Ifrhe frequent con- 
Itations bf this your diſtruſt by the unexpetted 
reakings out of mercy for you under like di 
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iſcou- 
apements will cure it, look back and you may 
te chem.” Certainly you have been often forced 
y Providetice with ſharhe arid repentance to re- 
ract yorir aſh cenfurts of Hiseare; "and yer will 
FJou fall intotheſame diſtemper again > Oh chat 
t Fr you 


1 } 


Divine -Conduc 2 Or, 
you would once learn this great truth, That tg 
tan evet wanted that mercy, which he wanted 
not an heattto truſt and wait quictly upon God 
for. You never yet ſought God in vain, exceyt 
whetz you ſought hin valuly, 


The Fifth Corollary. 

 .. Doth God perform all things for you > theh 
Ce ſeek God for all by prayer, and never ut 
eo fineadbi-dertake any deſign without him : Certainly, if 
beri,ut dei, he do not perform it for you, you can never hay 
perhecqut- what you delite and labour for : and though he 
FOOeOE - have deſigned to perform this of chat tercy fot 
$entur de- YOU, YET for theſe things he will be enquired 
creta 5 de-that he may do it for you : Ezck&. 36. 37. | 
ſtinttis xyeckon that buſineſs as good as done, that merg 
pr as good as if jt were jn hand, that trouble 
fe ſn gOod as OVCT, jor the doing, enjoying, or rt- 
f:d ut ob- moving whereof we have engaged God by pray: 
ſequimm er, ?T isour folly to engage this inſtrument and 
divine le- tat for us, toarttempt this way afid that to conx 
6 P — paſ.our deſign, and all the while forget him, up 
ſuerum pro- O11 whoſe pleaſure all .inſtruments and mea 
videntie entirely depend. That which begins not. wit 
0rdirem ygrayer; ſeldom winds up with comfort. The w 
9rtmary of man us n0t in himſelf; it it were, praycr might 
rranquill-. then be. reckon'd loſt labour. O let him tha 


_ 5 ſpe performs all, be awned and acknowledged in 
0a tn- all. | - | 
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plearur, » 

Wende- k 4 
dy The fixth Corollary. F 
n.Thzeol, 

4 185, Laſtly, Tf God perform al things for us, then' 5 


is dur great Jntere® and concetnment in ab. 
things t0 tudy to pleaſe him, apon whom we depend far. 
44 tIMgs. | ; 
| j 


The Wyſtery of Providence. 
fofome. Nothing (fait 
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the diſpleaſure of God. Avoid that, and no 
affliction or troyble whatever can caſt down {uch 
a prudent Soul; but eyen as a ſpark is cafily 
xtinguiſh'd jn the Sea, {o will the favour of God 
tinguiſh thoſe troubles. _ It is with ſuch a Soul 
(faith he ) as it is with the Heavens ; we think 
the Heavens fufter when they are over-ſpread 
with clouds, and the Sun ſuffers when it is eclip- 
ſd ; þyt there is no ſuch thing; they fuffer not 
when they 'ſcem to ſuffer. Tranquilius Deus, 
tranquillat omnia. Every thing is well, and ſhall 
well; when all js well betwixt us and God, 
he great conſolation of the Saints ]yes in this, 
that all that concerns them is in+ the hands of 
their tarher. Pere deſperaſſem niſs Chriftus eſſet ca- 
Eccleſe. I had utterly deſpair'd (faith Luther ) 

ad not Chriſt beeg headot che Church. When 
he that performs gl/ things is our God, even our God 
that delights jg -our. prgſpericy, that rejoyces 
yer us to do us good, what ample ſecurity js, 
cre in the oreateſt confuſions and dangers ? 
When onetold Bowremeus that there were {ome 
har Jaid wait for his lite, his anſwer was, 4» 
_ eft in mundo pro mhilo> What, is God in the 
World for nothing? Andas notable was the reply 
df Silentigrius jn alike caſe, þDens meicuram non ha- 
et, quidvivo? If Godrakenocare of me, how do I 
FPlive;how have ſabfiſted hitherto? Though itſeems 
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ſt isa grave and weighty obſervation of Chry- c,,c4. 
ke) ſhould be grievous __ 
and bitter to -a Chriftian, but to provoke z Cor. 7, 


Ta Romgice to many ( faitha lategrave Author) yet RufÞor of 
vc mult either quitthe Scripture, or give ,credit j;_- - 
*4;tothis; that the moſt infalhble Rules: fos one to $c;jpture. 


Fxailchis forruncand cn(ure a deſtiny that can cgn- 2 Parr, ps 
hk ; troul 223» 


- Divine"Convuce : Or, | 
troul the ſtars, - are given forth there ( viz. inthI® 
Scriptures ). where th: 


t evidently is fourid,  $afI8 
ens dominabitar Aitris, & quomdo unuſqiſq? fab} 
poteſt eſſe fortune ſus. A good man may-even#8 
his own Earver. . O that we would but ſteer off 
courſe according to thoſe rare politicks of thilif 
Bible, thoſe divine Maxims of Wiſdom. FexÞ$ 
nothing butſin. Study nothing ſo much as hoyfp 
to pleaſe Gad. - Warp not from your 'integri 
under any temptation. 'Truft God in the way 
of your duty. Theſe are*fure Rules tg ſecu 
your ſelves and your Intereſt in all the Viciſiruds&F# 
of this lite. 4; 
% 


My laſt work will be to ſtate three or fo 
practical :caſes about” "this 'ſubje&, a q 
ſo I ſhall ſhut up this diſcoutſe of Proyiden 


aÞn: 
E | Firſt Caſe. \ : 
How may a Chriſtian "diſcover the will of Go L 
and his own duty under dark and doubtful Prif® 
widences ? : 1Jc 
 Tnorder totheclearing ofthis Caſe, we ait}* 
to conſider, what is: meant-by the will of God} C 

what bythoſe doubtful "Provyidences, that mak 
the diſcovery of his will difficult, and what ruldJF 
are to be obſerved for the clearing np of God ? 
will to our ſelves underfuch difficult and puzzling}? 

Providences.- - ...'- - ©. | 
As tothe Will of God, it falls under a two 
fold conſideration of his ſecret and revealed Willy 
- this diſtinCtion is found in that Scripture, DeutiF 
29. 29. The ſecret things belong unto the Lord our® 
God, but thoſe things which are revealed beling unto}* 
vs, &c. The firſt isthe rule of his own aftion 
kr *. 


The Byſtery of Pyovitence. | 


Fe ours: and this only 1 is concerned 1 in 


ThisRevealed Will of God i is cicher -mani- 
ed to. us.in- his Word, or in his: Works: - Fhe 
t | : er 1s-his commanding. Will, the appr his ef- 
H:ng or permitting Will Y the « one yeriant about 
j 00d, the other aboutevil..* - 
® In theſe ways God.manifeſts his: Will to:men; 
yet with great , yariety- and diffgrence,- both 
to the things revealed, the ;perſons to whom 
them, and the degrees of clearneſs' in 
are revealed. 
8 i PAY ) As tothe things revealed, there-is great 
Pdifterence: for the great and neceflary duties of 
tERcligionare revealed to us in the Word, with 
reſt perſpicuity-- and evidence. Abour- theſe 
= no heſitation; but thingsof a lower 
1B nature af concern are left more obſcure. 
ad 2.”) As to the perſons ta/whom God reveals 
Will; there - is. great difference. ſome are 
* rong men, others babes, 1 Cor. 3 1: Some have 
4F{cnſes exerciſed, others are of weak and dull un- 
+ derſtanding ;and we know eyery thing is receiv- 
| according to-the ability -ar <d-rnea ure of the 
lon receiving it. Hence it is that one mans 
28Fay is very plain before him, he knows what he 
ales ro do: the other is ever and anon at a 
bivious and uncertain what to do. 

( 3-) The manner of Gods reycaling his Will 
allo men is alſo very different. Some have had 
Fpecial, perſonal, and peculiar diſcoveries of it 
F#Fmade to them. - So had Samuet about the choice 

Jof the perſon whom .he-ſhould anoint King, 
, ISam. 9.15. Ando had David, 1 Sam. 23.2, 
L, 9, 10, 11,12. where you find upon his enqui- 
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jy of God ( likely by the Urim and Thumminyf 
God rold him what was his duty as to \that ew} 
pedition, and what would be the event of ir. 

Bur now. allare tryed up to the ad 


ſtanding rule of the 'written Word, and muſt” 
not expe# any luch -extraordinary revelation - 
from God. The way we now have to knowthell 
Will of God concerning us in difficult caſes, I | 
to ſearch and ſtudy the Scriptures, and where we 
find no particular rule to guide us in this or a 
particular caſe, there we.are to apply gener: 
rules, and govern our {elves accordinFto. the Þ 
Analogy and proportion they bear cowards each Þ ' 
other. - Th 
nt now it often falls out, that in fuch doubtfy 
caſes we.arc entangled 'in our own thoughts, and 
put to a loſs that courſe to take. We pray with 
David, thar.God would make his way plain befor 
us, Pial, 5. 8, Afraid weare of diſpleafing God, 
and yer doubtful ye may do ſo; whether we re 
folvethis way, or that. And this comes to pak 
not only through the difficulty of the caſe, but 
from our own 1gnorance and inadyertency 2 and 
yery frequently from thoſe Provjdexces that lyc 
before ys, wherein God ſeems to hint his mind 
| tous, this way or that, and whether we may 
ſafely guide our ſelves by thoſe intimations 
Providence, is doubtful to ys. " 

That God doth giye men fecret hints and in- 
timations of his Will by his Providence, canng 
be doubred; bur yet Providences in themſelves 
are no ſtable rule of duty, nor ſufficient diſcove- 
ry ofthe will of God. We: may fay of them, 
as itis, Job 23. &, 9g. Behold, T go forward, but he 
is not there : and backward, but 1 cannot perceiwt 


hin 


» 
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if bim- On the-left Hand where be doth work, but 1 
'J cannot behold bim : He hideth himſelf on the right 
"| Hand, that I cannot ſee him. | 

If Providence in ir ſelf be allowed to be a ſuf- 
{ficient diſcovery of Gods Will to us, then we 
ſhall be forced often times to juſtifie and con- 
demn the ſame, Cauſe or Perſon, foraſmuch as 
there is 07e Event happens to all, and as it falls out 
to the Good, ſoto the Wicked, Ecclef” g. 2..Be- 
lide, if Providence alone were'the Rule to judge 
any Action or Delighby ; then a wicked under- 
takement would ceaſe to be ſo, if it ſhould ſucceed 
well; but Sin is Sin ſtill, and Duty is Duty ſtill, what 
ever the Events and Iflues of either be. 

3. T he ſafeſt way therefore to make uſe of Provi- 
dence in ſuch Caſes is, to conſider them as they 
follow the Commands or Promiſes of the Word, 
and not fingly and ſeparately in themſelves. If 
you ſearch the Scriptures with an indifferent and 
unbyaſſed Spirit, in a doubtful Caſe, Pray for 
Counſel and Dire&ion from the Lord, attend to 
the dictates of Conſcience. And when you have 
done all, ſhall find the Providenc@of God falling 
out agreeably to the diQates of your own Con- 
ſcience, and,the beſt Light you can find in the 
Word, you tay in ſuch Caſes make uſe of it as an 
Encouragetnlltto you, in thegvay of your Duty : 
But the moſtanal Demonſtrations of Providence 
are not to b&accepted againſt a Scripture Rule ; 
no ſmiles or ſucaeſſes of Providences may in this 
Caſe encourage us.to proceed ; and vn the other 
fide, no frownsor diſcouragements of Providence 
ſhould diſhearten us in the way of our Duty, how 
many ſoever we ſhould encounter therein. Holy 
Job could not find the meaning of God in his 
Works, yet would he not'go back from the Come 

| P mandments 


5 ELISA 8 Ron. 


WM <= 4 


S—= a 5 Ee ro Fr, I 5a. iz. 


3 D-> 8 27 


g "_— 4 


219 


Divine Conduct: Or, 
mandments of his Lips, Job 23. 9. The like Reſo-y | 
lution you find in David, to proceed in his Duty,” P 
and cleave to the Word, how many ſtombling 
blocks ſoever Providence ſhould permit to be laid 
in his way. 71 am become ( ſaith he ) like a bottle 
in the Smoke ( not only blackt, but withered 
by troubles ) yet do T not forget thy Statutes, Pſalm I 
119.13. and again Ver. 87. They had almoſt 
conſumed me upon Earth : But I forſook not thy 
Precepts. 

Paul by the Dire&ion of the Spirit was en- 
gaged to go to Jerufalem, Acts 20. 22. -Aftera 
clear Revelation of the Mind of God to him in 
that Matter, how many dijhcult and diſcouraging 
Providences befc! him in his way ? The Diſciples 
at Tyre ſaid to him by the Spirit ( though in that 
they followed their own Spirits) that he ſhould ng 
20 to Jeruſalem, AS 21. 4. 

Thea at Ceſarea he met Agabus a Prophet, who 
told him what ſhould befal him when he came 
thither, Chap. 21. 10, 11; All this will not dif 
{wade him. And after all this; how paſſionate- 
ly do the Brethren beſeech him to decline that 
Journey ? Yer. 12,13. Yet knowing his Rule, and 
reſolving to be faithful to it, he puts by all and 
proceeds in his Journey. : 

Well then, Providence in Caftearrence with 6 
the Word may give ſome Encouragement to us d 

; In our Way; but no teſtimony of Providence istof: 
be «cooper the Word. * If Scripture and}; 
Conſcience tell you, ſuch a way is ſinful, you may[# 
not venture upon it, how many opportung la 
and encouragements ſfoever Providence may tut- F 
fer to offer themſelves to you, for they areÞ* 
only permitted for your Tryal, not your encou-[# 
ragement : Take this therefore for a ſure os F 
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of 
4 y Moral Evil. Nor wall it be a Plea betore 
God for any Man to ſay, The Providence of God 
ve me Encouragement to do it, though the 
Word gave me none. If therefore in doubtful 
'I/Caſes, you would diſcover Gods will, govern 
1 | your {elves in your ſearch after it by theſe 
| Rules. 
4 ns Get the true fear of God upon your Hearts, 
be really afraid of offending him, God will 
not hide his mind from ſuch a Soul, Pſalm 25. 14. 
The Secret of the Lord 1s with them that fear 
bim, and he will ſhew them his Covenant, 
ig 2. Study the Word more, and the concerns my 
Intereſts of the World lefs. The Word is 
light to your Feet, Pſal. 119.105. (z.e.) it bach 
i | 2 diſcovering and directive uſcfulneſs as to all 
Duties to be done, and Dangers to be avoided : 
he | It is the great Oradle at which vou are to Cl- 
quire : Treaſure up its rules in your Hearts, and 
if, Pu will. walk ſafely, Pſalm 119. 11. Thy Word 
ve I bid in my Heart that 1 mig bt not Sm againſt 
\or | tee, 
« 3. Reduce what you know into praQtice,and you 
4 | hall know what is your Duty to practiſe, John 7. 
*Q17. If any Man do bis will be ſhall know of the Do- 
< (#rine. Palm v1, 10. A good Underſtanding bave 
wil they that do thereafter. 
-- | 4. Pray Dr Illuminationand DireG10n in the way 
all that you ſhould go; beg the Lord to guide you 
m1 ſtraits, and that he, would not ſuffer you to 
Tall i into Sin. This was the Holy Practice of Ezra, 
fl . 8.21. Then 1 proclaimed a faſt there at the 
Ver Ahava, that we might affli& our ſelves before 
i 
aley 
hat}. 


r God, to ſeek of bim a right way for us, and for our 
tle ones, and for all our ſubſtance, 
of s. And 


That no Providence can legitimate, or juſtifi© | 


221 


22 OIvine Conduct 2 Or, 
Read the x, Andthisbeing done, follow Providence ſo fa 
many cas It agrees with the Ward,and no farther. ThafF 
L-cxary ®* isnouſeto be made of Providence againſt the Word 
dence but in ſubſerviency to it. And there are two exe 
with the lent uſes of Providence in ſubſerviency to the Word 
Comment (1. Providences as they follow Promiſes and Pray 
and: ana Er are Evidences of God's faithfulneſs in their Ae 
we cannot. Compliſhment. When David languiſhed under } 
make a a Diſeaſe, and his Enemies began to triumph in 
falſeinter- the Hopes of his downfal ; he Prays, Pſalm 41, 
1 5rqcog 10. That God would be merciful to him, and 
or ene. raiſe him vp; and by that, -he ſaith, He knew the 
Lord favoured him, becauſe his Enemy did not tri. 
umph over him, ver. 11. This Providence he look- 
_ ed upon as a token for Good, as elſewhere he 
calls it, P/al. 86. 17. And (2.) Providences give 
us loud calls to thoſe Duties which the Command 
lays upon us, and tells us when we are actually 
and preſently under the Obligation of the Com- 
mands as to the: Performance of them, Thug 
when ſad Providences befal the Church or our 
ſelves, they call us to Humiliation; and let w 
know that then the Command upon us to humbk 
our ſelves at the Feet of God is in force upon us, 
Micah 6. 9. The Lords Voice cryeth to the City, and 
the Man of Wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name, hear the Rod, 
and who bath appointed it. The Rod hath a Voice 
and what doth it ſpeak? Why nowWthe Time 
to humble your ſelves-under themighty Hand of 
God. This is the. Day of trouble in which God 
hath bid you to callupon him. And e contra,when 
comfortable Providences” refreſh us, it now in- 
precepts forms us, this is the time to rejoyce in-God accors 
affirmari- ding to the Ruie, Eeclef. 7. 14. 11 the Day of Fo 
vaovligant ſperity be joyful. Theſe Precepts bind always; 
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© ar Wiſdom to diſtinguiſh Seaſons, and know the 
P oper Duties of every Seaſon : And Providence 
*an Index that Points them out to us. Thus of 
he firſt Caſe, 


7 


4 The Second Caſe. 
How. may a Chriſtian be ſupported tn waiting up- 


the Merctes to him for which he hath long pray d and 
d Þ paited ? | 
be Two Things are ſuppoſed in this Caſe. 
i Y(1.) That Providence miy linger and delay the 
X- | FRerformance of thoſe Mercies to us that we 
« . have long waited and prayed for. 
e (2.) That during that delay and Suſpenſion, our 
df Hearts and Hopes may be very low, and rea- 
ly dy to fail. he 
0-J 1. Providence may long delay the Performance 
s fof thoſe Mercies we have prayed and waited upon 
r 8 God for. 
5 8 For the right underſtanding of this, know that 
& Fthere is a twofold Term or Seaſon fixed for the 
S, Performance of Mercy to us. One by the Lord 
u four God, in whoſe hand Times and Seaſons are, 
d, LAGs 1/7. Another by our ſelves, who raiſe up 
& fqur own Expectations of Mercies ſometimes 
if Bineerly through the eagerneſs of our deſires after 
of Fthem, and ſometimes upon uncertain Conjettural 
d grounds and apPcarances of Encouragement that 
NM Flye before us. 
a- |; Now nothing can be more Precife, Certain 
- ind punQual, than is the performance of Mercy 
& Jatthe Time and Seaſon which God hath appoin- 
's, gted, how long ſoever it be, or how many. obſta- 
id des ſoever-lye in the way of it. There was a 
Time prefixed by God himſelf for the perfor- 
t P 2 mancgg 


& God whilſt Providence delays the Performance of 
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mance of-that Promiſe,of 1ſraePs deliverance out JF 
of Egypt; and it's ſaid, Exod. 12. 41. At the end 


of the four bundred and thirty Years, even the ſelf ſame” 
day it came to paſs, that all the hoſt of the Lord went" 
out of the Land of Egypt. Compare this with 
ABGs 7. 17. and there you have the ground and 
Reaſon why their deliverance was not, nor could 
be delayed one Day lopger, becauſe the Time of 
the Promiſe was now come. Promiſes like a preg- 
nant Woman muſt accompliſh their appointed 
Months, and when they have ſo done, Provi- 
dence will Midwite the Mercies they go big withal 
:ntothe World, and not one of them ſhall miſcarcy, 
But for the Seaſons which are of our own fixing 
and appointment, as God 1s not tyed to them, 
fo his Providences are not governed by them: 
And hence are our Diſappointments. We looked 
for Peace, but no good came ;, for a Time of health, 
and benoid trouble, Jer. 8.15. And hereupon 1s it 
that we fret at the delays of Providence, and 
{uſpec the faithfulneſs of God in their per 
mance. Brt his Thoughts are not aur Thoughts, 1 
55-8. The Lord is not flack concerning bis Promiſe 
as Men count flackneſs, 2.Pet. 3. 9. It is flackneſs if 
you reckon by our own rule and meaſure, bpt it is 
nor ſo, if you reckon and count it by God's. The 
Lord doth not compute and reckon his ſeaſons of 
working. by .our Arithmetick. You have both 
theſe Rules compared, and the ground of our 
miſtake detected in that Scripture, ab. 2. 3, 
Toe Viſion is yet for an appointed Time, but at the 
end it ſhall ſrea\, and not lye : Though it tarry, wait 
for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tavry. © 
God appoints the Time: When that appointed 
time 1s come, the expected Mercies will not fail : 


But in bhe mean Time, though it tarry ( faith the 


Pro- 
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atYFrophet ) wazt for «t, for it will not tarry. Tarry, 


14% 
The meaning 1s, it may tarry much beyond your 


mSExpetation, but not a moment beyoud God's Ap- 


v <©Þ «s 


id not” tarry, how ſhall this be reconciled ? 


matment. 

2, During this delay of Providence, the Hearts 
and Hopes of the People of God may be very 
low, and much diſcouraged. "This 1s too plain 
from what the Scriptures have recorded of 0- 
thers, and every one of ns may find ip our own 
Experiences. We have an Inſtance of this in 
Iſa. 49. 13, 14. in the 13. verſe you have God's 
faithful Promiſe, that be, will Comfort hzs People, 
and have Mercy upon ns Aﬀiided. Enough one 
would think to Raiſe and Comfort their Rearts, 
But the Mercy promiſed was long in coming, 
they waited from Year to Year, and {tll the bur- 
then preſſed them, and was not removed. And 
therefore vcr. 14. Zion ſaid, the Lord bath for ſa- 
ter me and my Lord bath forgotten me, q. d. It's in 
ain to look for fuch a Mercy,God hath no regard 
t us, we are, out of -his Heart and Mind, he 
neither Cares fr us nor Minds what becomes of 
us, 

So it was with David, after God had made 
him fuch a Promiſe, and in the Time thereof ſo 
faithfully performed it, that never was Mercy 
better ſecured to any Man; for they are calPd, 
the ſure Mercies of David, 1/a. 55. 3. Yet Provi- 
derice delayed the accompliſhment of them fo 
long, and ſuffered ſuch difhculties to uitervene, 


'that he'even defpairs to ſee the accompliſhment 


of them, but even concludes God had forgotten 
him too, Pſalry 13.1. How long wilt thou forget me, 
O Lord, for ever ? And what he ſpeaks here by way 
of Oxeſtjen, he elſewhere turns into a Poſitive 
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Concluſion, Pfal. 116.11. All Men are Lyars,]T ſhall 
one day periſh by the hand of Saul. And the cauſes 
of theſe Deſpondencies, and*"linkings .of Heart 
are partly from our ſelves, and partly from $a- 
tan. If we duly examine our own Hearts a- 
bout ir, we ſhall find that theſe ſinkjngs of Heart 
are 
r.. The immediate Effet of unbelief. We do 
not depend and rely upon the Word with that 
full Truſt and Confidence that is due to the infalli- 
ble Word of a faithful and unchangeable God. 
You may ſee the ground of this faintneſs in that 
Scripture, Pſalm 27. 13. I had fainted unleſs I bad 
believed. Faith is th& only-Cordial that re- 
lieves the Heart againſt theſe faintings and de- 
ſpondencies. Where this is wanting, or is weak, 
no wonder our Hearts {ink at this rate, whendil- 
couragements are before us. | 
2.Our judging and meaſuring things by the rules 
of Senſe, this is a great Cauſe of our Diſcourage- 
ments. We conclude, According tothe Appeas 
rances of things will be their Iſſues. If Abrabart 
had done ſo, in that great Tryabof his Faith, he 
had certainly loſt his footing ; but againſt Hope, 
(7. e.) againſt natural probability, he believed 
7: Hope, giving Glory to God, Rom,,4. 18. If Paul 
had done fo, he had fainted unier his Tryals, 
2 Cor. 4.16, 18, We faint not (faith he) while 
we look not at the things that are ſeen, q. d, That 
which keeps up our Spirits, is our looking off 
from things preſent and viſible, and medfiring 
all by anotherrule, viz. The Power and Fidelity 
of God firmly engaged in the Promiſes. 4 
3.In all theſe things Satan manages a deſign up- 
on us. - Hence he takes occaſions to ſuggelt hard 
Thoughts of God, and to. beat off our Souls "_ 'Þ 
y ay sf 
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all Confidence in him,and ExpeQations from him. 
He 1s the great —_— Hhetwixt God and the 
t | Saints. Hereports the Difficulties and Fears that 
- | are in our way with Advantage, and labours to 
- | weaken our Hands, and diſcourage our Hearts in 
t | waiting upon God. And theſe Suggeſtions gain 
the more Credit with us, becauſe they are con- 
0 | firm'd and atteſtedby ſenſe and feeling. 
tf] But here isa deſperate deſign carrying on un- 
- | der very plauſible pretences agaiuſt our Souls. 
|. | It concerns us to be watchful now, and maintain 
t | our Faith and Hope in God. Now bleſſed is he 
d F that can relign all to God, and quietly wait for 
» | his Salvation. To aſſiſt Soul in this difficulty, 
| ſhall offer ſome farther help beſide what hath 
been formerly given under the firſf Caution, in 
thefollowing Conſiderations. 


Firſk Conf1der ation. 
Though Providence do not yet perform the 
Mercies you wait for, yet you have no ground 
to entertain, hard thoughts of God; for it's poſſi- 
ble God never Fave you any ground for your Ex- 
', | pecation of theſe things from him. It may be 
d | you have no Promiſe to bottom your Hope up- 
I on; and if fo, why ſhall God be ſuſpeted and 
, | diſhonoured byyouinaCaſe wherein his Tr=thand 
& | Faithfulveſs was never engaged to you ? If we are 
t J. croſſed in our qutward Concernments, and ſee our 
f | ExpeRations of Proſperity daſhed ; if we ſee ſuch 
5 
/ 


or {ſuch an outward Comfort removed,from which 
we promiſed our ſelves much ; why muſt God be 
Faccuſed for this? Theſe things you peu your 

ſelves : But where did God Promiſe you Profpe- 
rity; and the Continuance of thoſe comfortable 
'| things to you ? Produce bjs Promiſe, and ſhew 
bi | | Io PR ow. 
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wherein he hath broken it. It 1s not enough for 
you to ſay, There are genexal Promiſes in the 
Scripture, that God will withhold no good thing, 
and theſe are good things which Providence 
withholds from you ; for that Promiſe, P/aim 84, 
i 1. Hath its Limitations, 1t 15 expreſly Itmited to 
ſuch as walk uprightly; and it concerns you tO exa- 
mine whether. you have done ſo, before you 
quarrel with Providence for non-performan-e of 
it. Ah Friend, ſearch thine own Heart, refleq 
upon thine own Ways; ſeeſt thou not ſo many 
flaws in thine Integrity, ſo many turnings alide- 
from God, both in Heart and Lite, that may ju- 
ſtifie God, not enly iffwithholding what thou 
lookeſt for, but in removing all that thou enjoy- 
eſt ? And beſides this Limitation as to the 0!jc#, 
it's limited ( as all other Promiſes relating tgkex- 


ternals are) in the matter or things premiſed by F 


the Wiſdom and Will of God, which is the on- 
ly Rule by which they are meaſured out to Men 
in this World,(7.e. ſuch Mercies in ſuch Proportis 
ons as he ſees needful and moſt conducible to your 
good ;, aud theſe given out in ſuch Times and Sea- 
ions as are of his own Appointment, not yours. 
God never came under an abſolute unlimited 
tye for outward Comforts to any of us; and if 


we be diſappointec, we can blame none but our | 


elves. Who bid us expett reſt, eaſe, delight, 
and things of this kind in this World? He hath 
never roi us, we ſhall be rich, healthy and at 
caie in our Habitations ; but on the contrary, 
he hath often told us, we muſt expect troubles in 
t2e Warld, John 16.33. And that through many 
TribWations we muſt enter into his Kingdom, Acts 
14. 22. All that he ftands bound to us by Pro- 


miſe for, is to be with 1s 12 trouble, Plal. 91, 15, 
; all 


The Myſtery of P2ovidence, 
to ſupply our real and abſolute needs, 1/a. 41. 17. 
When the Poor and Needy ſeek Water, and there is 
wne, and their Tongue faileth for thirſt, I the Loyd 
will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake 
them ; and to ſanctifie all theſe Providences to 
aur Good at laſt, Rom. 8, 28. All Things ſhall 
Work together for good to them that Love God. And 


as to all theſe things not one Tittle ever did, or 
ſhall fail. 


Serond Conſider ation. 

But it you ſay you have long waited upon God 
for {piritual Mercies to your Souls according to 
the Promiſe, and ſtill thoſe Mercies are deferred, 
”'y your Eyes fail whilſt you look for them ; 

vould deſire you ſeriouſly to conſider of what 
kin thoſe ſpiritual Mercies are, for which you 


F have fo long waited upon God. Spiritual Mer- 


gics are of two ſorts; ſuch as belong to the 
Eſſence, the very being of the new Creature, 
withove which it muſt fail: Or to its well being, 
and the. Comfort of the inner Man ; without 
which you cannot live ſo chearfully as you 
would. The Mercies of the former kind are 
Abſolutely neceſſary, and therefore put into Ab- 
ſolute Promiſes, as you ſee, Fer. 32. 40. And 


| will make an Everlaſting Covenant with then, that 


I will not turn away from them to do them good, 
but I will put my fear in their Hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from me, But for the reſt they 
are difpenfed to vs in fuch Meaſures, and at 
ſach Seaſons as: the Lord ſees fir,, and many of 
his own People live for a long Time without 
them. The Donation and Continuation @ the 
Spirit, to. quicken, - ſanQifie and unite ns: with 


oP Chriſt is neceſſary, but his Joys and Comforts 
A FT ars 
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are not ſo. A Child of Light may walk in dark. 
neſs, Ia. 50. 10, He lives by Faith, and not by 
Feeling. | 


Third Confaderation. 

You complain, Providence delays to perform 
to you the Mercies-you have prayed and waited 
for; but have you right Ends in your Deſires 
after theſe Mercies ? It may be that's the Cauſe, 
you ask and receive not, James 4.3. The want 
of a good Aim, is the Reaſon why we want good 
Succeſs in our Prayers. It may be we Pray for 
Proſperity, and our End is to pleaſe the Fleſh; 
we look no higher than the Pleaſure and Accom- 
modation of the Fleſh; we beg and wait for delig 
verance from ſuch a Trouble and Afiiction, - not 
that we might be the more expedite and pre- 
pared for Obedience, - but freed of what is-grie- 


vous to us, and deſtroys our Pleaſure in the* 
World. : 

Certainly if it be ſo, you have more need to 
zudge and condemn.your ſelves, than 'to cenſure 
and ſuſpect the Care of God. | 


Fourth Confader ation. 

You wait for good, and it comes not ; but is. 
your Will brought to a due Submiſſton to. the 
Will of God about it? Certainly God will have 
you come to this before you enjoy your Deſires, 
Enjoymeat of your Deſires is the thing that will 
pleaſe you, but Reſignation of your Wills, is 
that which is pleaſing to God : If your Hearts . 


cannot come to this, Mercies- cannot come to 
you, David was made to wait long for the 'J 


Mercy promiſed him, yea, and 0 be content 
without it befars he enjoyed it, Pſalm 131, E; 
| "P 6 
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He was brought to be as a weaned Child, and ſo 
muſt you. | 


Fifth Conſideration. 

Your betters have waited long upon God for 
Mercy, and why ſhould not you ? David waited 
till his Eyes failed, Pal, 69. 3. The Church waited 
for bim in the way of bis Judgments, Ia. 26. 8, 
Are you better than all the Saints that are gone 
befor you ? Is God more obliged to you, than 
toall his People ? They have quietly.waited, and 
why ſhould not you ? 


Sixth Conſideration, 
Will you loſe any thing by patient waiting 
upon God for Mercies? Certainly, not at all : 


Yea, it will turn to a double advantage to you to 


continue in a quiet ſubmiſſive waiting poſture 
upon God. For, (t.) Though you do not yet 
enjoy the good you wait for, yet all this while 
you are exerciſing your Grace; and it's more 
excellent to a& Grace, than to enjoy Comfort. 
All this while the Lord is training you up in the 
exerciſe . of Faith and Patience, and bending 
your Wills in Submiſſion to himſelf; and what do 
you loſe by that? Yea, and (2.) When ever 
the deſired Mercy comes, it will be ſo much the 
{ſweeter to you: For, look how much Faith and 
Prayer hath been employed to produce it, how 
many wreſtlings you have had with God for it, ſo 
many more Degrees of ſweetneſs you will find in 
it, when it comes. O therefore, faint not, how 
long ſoever God delay you. 


Seventh Conſtder ation. 
Are not thoſe Mercies you expe& from God 
worth the waiting for ? 1f not, it is your folly - 


- Divine Conduc : Or, 
be troubled for the want of them : If they be, 
why don't you continue waiting ? Is It not all 
that God expects from you for the Mercies he be- 
ſtows npon you, that you wait upon him for 
them? You know you have not deſerved the leaſt 
of them at his Hands. You expect them not as 
a recompence, but a free favour, and if fo, then 
certainly the leaſt you can do, 1s to Walt upon 
his Pleaſure for them. 


Eighth Conftderation. 
Conſider how many Promiſes are made in the 
Word to waiting Souls. One Scripture calls 
them bleſſed that wait for him, 1a. 30. 18. Ano- 
ther tells us, oe that wait for him ſhall be aſhamed, 
Plalm25.3. 'G. e.) they ſhall not be finally diſap- 
pointed, but at laſt be Partakers of their Hopes. 
A third Scripture tells us, they that wait upon the 
Lord, ſhall renew their ſtrength, 1a.40.31. a Promiſe 
you had need make much uſe of in ſuch a faint- | 
ing Time, with many more of like Nature; and , 
ſhall we faint ar this rate in the.midſt of ſo ma- 
ny cordials as are prepared to revive us in theſe : 
Promiſes ? bf 
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Ninth Conſ1deration. | 

How long hath God waited upon you when Þ! 
you will comply with his Commands, come upF- 
to your Engagements. and Promiſes ? You have *% 
made God wait long for your Reformation and}; 
Obedience ; and therefore have no Reaſon to 
think it m uch, if God make you wait long for, 
your Conſolation. We have our How longs, and | x, 
hath not God his? We cry, Pſalms. 3. But thou | ry 
O Lord, how long ? Pſalm 13. 1,2. How long nilt 


thou forget me, O Lord, for ever * How long Fon os 
$003 
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thou bide thy Face from me ? How long ſhall I take 
Counſel in my Soul, baving ſorrow in my Heart dai- 
ly ? How long ſhall mine enemy be exalted over me ? 
But ſurely we ſhould not think thele things long, 
when we conſider, how long the Lord hath exer- 
ciſed his Patience about us. We have made him 
fay,How long, how long ? Our belief hath made 
him cry, How long will it be ere they believe me ? 
Numb. 14.11. Our corrupt Hearts have made 
him cry, How long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within 
thee ? Jer. 4. 14. Our impure Natures and Ways 
have made him cry, How long will it be ere they 
attain to tmnocency ? Hoſea 8. 5. If God wait 
upon you with ſo much Patience for your Duties, 
well may you walt upon him for his Mercies. 


Tenth Conſ1deration. 

This impatience and infidelity of yours, ex- 
preſt in your wearinels to wait any longer, as it 
is a great Evil in it ſelf, ſo very probably it is 
that Evil which obſtructs the way of your ex- 

Gated Mercies : You might have your Mercies 
ooner, if your Spirits were quieter and more 
ſubmiſſive. 

And thus of the Second Cafe. 


, The Third Caſe. 
* How may a Chriſtian diſcern when a Providence 

t fanfified, and comes from the Love of God tg 
Mm 2? 

There are two ſorts or kinds of Providences 
verſant about Men in this World, the Iflhes and 
Events of which are yaſtly difierent, yea, contra- 
ry to each other. 

I. To ſome all Providences are over-ruled and 
ordered for good, according to that bleſſed 
Pro- 
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Promiſe, Rom. 8. 28. Not only things that arg 
good in themſelves, as Ordinances, Graces, Du. 
ties and Mercies; but things that are Evil inf 
themſelves, as Temptations, Afflictions,' and 
even their Sins and Corruptions ſhall* turn in; 
the Iſſue to their Advantage and Benefit. For 
though Sin be ſo 1trinſccally and formally Evil in 
its own Nature, that in it {elf it be not capable of 
SanQification ; yer out of this worlt of Evils God 
can work@good to his People; and though he 
never make Sin the Inſtrument of good, yet his 
Providence may make it the occaſion of, good to 
his People ; ſo that ſpiritual Benefits may by the 
wiſe over-ruling of Providence be occaſioned t9 
the People of God by it. | | 1 

And ſo for AfﬀiQtions of all kinds, the greateſt 
and ſoreſt of them; they do work in the influ 
ence of Providence a great deal of good to thy 
Saints, and that not only as the occaſions, but a 
the Inſtruments and Means of it, 1/a. 27. 9. 3 
this ſhall the Inzquity of Jacob be purged, (1. c.) 
by the inſtrumentality of this fanctified Afi 
tion. " 

2. Fo others nothing is ſanQified either as al 
Inſtrument or occaſion of any ſpiritual good 
but as the worſt things are ordered to the Begi 
fit of the Saints, fo the beſt things wicked Mt 
enjoy do them no good. Their Prayers are tum 
ed into Sin, Pſ/alm-109. 7. The Ordinances a 
the favour of Death, 2 Cor. 2.16, The Grace 
God turned into wantonneſs,Jde v. 4. Chriſt him- 
ſelfa rock of Offence,  Pet.2.8. Their Table a ſnare, ſp. 
Pſal.69.22.Their Proſperity their ruine, Prov. 1.32 
As Perſons are, fo things work for good or evilhy 
Tit. 1.15. Tothepure all things are pure, but to then. 

, that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure. 

Seeing]. 
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The MByſtery of Providence. 235 
#. Sccing therefore the Eventsof Providence fall ' * 
- Four {ooppolite ro each other upon the Godly, 

*and Ulngodly; every thing farthering the Erer- 
inal Good of the one, and the Ruine of the other ; 
it cannot burbe acknowledged a molt important 
Caſe in which eyery. Soul is deeply concern'd, 
whether the Providences under which he is, be 
fnCified to him or no ? 

For the Clearing'ot which I ſhall Premiſe two 
neceſſary Conliderations, and then {nþjoyn the 
Rules which will be uſeful fot the Determination 
of the Queſtion. | 
» And firſt, Let it be conſidered, that we cannot 
know fronrthe Matter of the things before us, 
whether they be ſanfAtified or unſanttified to us ; 
for ſo conſider'd, Alf things come alike to all; and 
n Man knoweth either love or hatred by all the things 
that are before him,Eccleſ.g.1,2.We cannot under- 
and the mind and Heart of God, by the things 
he diſpenſerh with his Hard. If proſperous Pro- 
vidences befal-us, we cannot ſay, Herein is a 
ſire ſign that God loves me; forwho have more: 
ff choſe Providences than the People of his 
SWrath 2 P/alm 73. 7. They have more than their 

earts can wiſh. Sure that muſt be a weak Evi- 

nce for: Heaven, which accompanies ſo great 

art of the World ro HelZ. By theſe things we 
ay icffifigeur love tro God} but from ten thou- 
and ſuch'enjoyments we cannot get any {olid af+ 
"France of his Love to us. 
"'J  AndfromadyerſeafitiveProvidenceswecan- 
by wt know his hatred. If afiidtions,gteat afflictions 
q pany afictions, long continued afflictions ſhould 
Wea brand, or fix 2a Charafter of Gods hatred 
"Jopon the Perſons on whomthey fall ; where _ 
| a 
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D ivine Conduct : 3 c X by 
ſhall we find Gods people \in Ne WET. We:Þ; 
muſt rhen ſeek out the proud. vain ſenſual wan: F 
rons of the world, who ſpend their days in plea} 
fure, and fay theſe are the men; whom God 
loves. 

Outward things are promiſcuouſly Jipenlſe | 
and no man's ſpiritual cltate is diſcernable by the 
wiew of his temporal. When God draws the Þ: 
Sword. it may cut off the righteous as well as . 4 
wicked, Ezek., 21s 3. 

2: Tho the Providences of God materially cons | 
fidered afford no evidence of Gods leye to us, ye 
the manner in which they befal us, and the effec, 
and fruits ay produce in,us, do diſtinguiſh they 
very manifeſtly; and by them we may diſcern wh 
ther they be antified Providences, and fruits of 
the love of God, or no. But yer thele ecffcdy 
and fruirs of Providences by which; we diſcern B$ 
their nature, do not always preſently appearjiſh 
but time muſt be allowed for the fouls exctcigy 
under them. As it 15 Heh. 12, 1. ,, Now 10 afflits 3 
on for the preſent ſeemeth joyous, _but grievous : ne | 
vertheleſs afterwards tt yieldeth the peaceable fruits 
of Righteouſneſs unto them which are och i 
thereby. | 

The benefit of a Providence is ail 
of a medicine. is, for the preſent ir 
makes the ſtomach fick and loathing 
wards we find the benichr of ic th our recovery.e 
health and chearfulneſs. ._ Now the,Providenc 
of God being--ſome of them comfortable, ; 
others lad and. grievous to_nature, and the. way: Lk 
to diſcern, the ſantificarton and bleſſ ing of by n, 1: 
being by the manner in which they come Sodth they; 
operations upon. aur ſpirits; [ ſhall confides x1: 


The Myffery of Providence. 

&the caſe as it 'reſpets both ſorts of Providences, 
I and ſhew you whar cfteCts of our troubles or com- 
T forts will ſpeak them to be ſanEified and blefled 


to us. 
And firſt for fad and afflitive Providences in 
I what kind or degree foeyer they betal us, we may 
arrantably conclude, they are bleſlings to us, 
2nd cotne from the love of God, when 
"7. They comein a propericaſon, when we have 
+ nced of them, either to prevent ſome {in we arc 
Ti Þlling inro, or recover us out of a remiſs, {u- 
dine, and careleſs frame of ſpirit into which we 
Barc already fallen, 1 Pet. 1.6. if need be, ye are in 
Fhcavineſs. Certainly,” it 1s a good {ign that God 
© Efcligns your good by thoſe troubles which are (o 
#F fitted and wilely order'd to nick the opportunity. 
TH you ſee the Husbandman lopping a tree in the 
TEproper Seaſon, it argues he aims at the fruitful- 
cls and flouriſhing of it; bur to do the ſame 
SSthing at 24idſummer ſpeaks no regard to it, yea, 
FE bis deſign to deſtroy it. 
*J' 2. When they are ficted both for gaality and de- 
*F rec to work properly upon. our molt predomi- 
4Fhant corruptions, then they look like ſanftified 
tEfrokes. The Wiſdom of God is much ſeen in 
| ice-gf. his rods. It is not any kind of 
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Ftrouble chatwill work upon and purge every fin; 
Eur when God chuſes for fuch aMictions as like 
&IPhylick arc appropriated to the dilcale the foul 
Sflabours under; this (peaks divine care and love. 
WiThus we may obſerve, it's uſual with God to 
nite us#in thoſe very comforts which ſtole 
Midway too much of the love and delight of our 
1 4ouls from God : to croſs vs in thoſe things from 
FI which we raiſed. up too great expectations of 
Q.2 


7 


| "ao 
he s 


"2 4g 


comfort. 


| Otvine Conduct : Or, 
comfort. Theſe Providences ſpeak the jealou- 
fie of God over us, and his care to prevent far 
worle evils by theſe fad but +needful ſtrokes, 
And fo for the degrees of our troubles, (anCtic 
fied ſtrokes are ordinarity - fitted by the wiſdom 
of God to the ftrength and abiliry of our acres | 
grace, 1/a. t7.8. in meaſure when it ſhooteth fort 
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thou wilt debate with it : he ſtayeth his rough wind ' 
& 
F 
h 
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the day of the eaſt wind. Itisan Alluſon to a Phy 
/ician who exattly weighs and mcaſurcs all the wif 

oredicnts which he. mingles in a potion for h{F# 
fick paticnt ; that it may be proportionate to hi 
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ſtrength and no more: and ſo much the 'nes " 

words intimate, by this therefore ſhall the minnnd 

Jacob be purged. | 
3.t is a good fign ourtroubles-arc ſanCtified 49 


us, when they turn our hearts againſt fin, an 4 
not againſt God, There be few | grear affi 

Qtions which befall men, but they make then 
quarrelſome and diſcontented.” Wicked m j 
quarrel with God, and are filled with diſconter 

againſt him. So' the Scripture deſcribes then, f 
Rev.17. 9. They were 'ftorched with great bedt;® 
and þoſphenied the name of God, which hath'powe b 
over theſe plagues. But Godly men to whom affl he 
ctions are ſan&ified, they Juſtified God, and fall} * 
out with ſtn, they condemn themlelves and gin}% 
glory to God, Dani g. 7. O Lord; Vchemſ nc 
belongeth unto thee, but unto*ns confuſion of face, [8 
&c. And Lum. J. 39. Wherefore doth a living 

man complain, a man 70 the puniſhment of his nal fat 
Happy afflichons which make the Soul oy & 
and quarrel only with ſin. --' (#f%1 14wed 
_ 4c is ſure ſign affliſting Providences areſanRizÞ)- 
hed when they purge the heart from fa | by 
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leave both heart and life more pure, heavenly, 
ax | mortificd, and humble than they found them- 
| Santmhed.. afflictions are cleanſers, they pull 
: | down the pride, rehine the carrhlinels, and purge 
gut the vanity of the Spirit. So you read, Dar. 
41-35. it purifies and makes their Souls white : 
2 | Hence it's compar*d to a furnace which {eparates 
» | the droſs from the pure metral, 1/a. 48. 10. Be- 
bold I have refined thee, but not with Silver : 1 have 
ws | eboſen thee in the furnace of afflittion. But for 
FI Ficked men, let them be never {o long in the 
$$ Frnace, they loſg no dos, Ezek. 24. 6. How 
» | any Chriſtians Ean bear wiznefs to. this truth ! 
7 Ale ſome ſharp affliction hath been upon them, 
how is the carthlineſs of their Hearts purged?! 
I they ſee no beauty, taſte no more reliſh in the 
q "ig than im the white of an Egg. Oh 
Lhow ſerious, humble, and heavenly are 
I tey, till the impgeſſions made upon, them by 
Fatiictions' be worn off, and their deceitful luſts 
vc again entangled chem ! And thisis the rea- 
' why we are ſo often under the diſcipline of 
rod. Let a Chriſtian ( ſaith a late writer be 


; but two or three years wichout an affliction, and 
be is almoſt good for nothing: he cannot pray, 


Igor medicare, nor diſcoupſe at that rate he was 


ont to, do: but when a new affliction comes, 
how he can find his tongue, and come to his knees 
gain, and live at another ratc. 
0.5: Ic is a good fign afflicted Proyidences are 
#lanRtificd ro us, when we draw ncar to God un- 
$Ider them and turn to bim that ſmites vs. A wick- 
»Jd manunder affliction revo/ts more and more, 1ſa- 
5. turns not t0 him that ſmites him, Tſa. 9. 13. 
d{but grows worſe than beforez formality is turned 
elco ſtupidity and dedolency. Q3 By 
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But if God affliit his own people with a ſan. FE 
fied rod, -itawakens them toa more earneſt (cek-ÞP 
ing of God : it makesthem pray more frequent. 6 
ly, ſpiritually and fervently than ever.” When ® 
Paul was buffered by Satan, he beſought the Lorg® 
thrice, 2-Cor. 12. 8. | 

6. We may concludeour affliftions to be ſan 


fed, and ro come from the love of God to uh 
b| 


{% 


P 
when they do not alienate our hearts from 'G h 
but inflame our loveto him. This is a-ſure rule f 
Whatever. ends in -the increaſe of our love 
God, proceeds from the love of God to us. + A BÞ 
wicked man finds his heart ffing againſt G k 
when he {mites him 3 but a gracious heart cleave 
the cloſer to him : he can love, as well as juſtife Þ'£ 
an afflicting God. Al this s come upon us: yet 
have we not forgotten thee, neither have we dea#t falfh© 
in thy Covenant : our heart ts not turned back, neithar'* 
have our ſteps declined from thy way : though thin 
hait fore broken us in the place of Dragons, and 
vered us with the ſhadow of Death, Pſat, 44. 17, 18, b: 
I9. Here you have atrue account of the temp |< 
and frame of a gracions foul under greateſt affl- f 
ctions. T o-be broken in the place of Dragons aid'* 
covered with the ſhadow of death imports the moſt} 
diſmal ſtare of affliction: yet even then a gracÞ 1 
ous heart turns not back (2. e.) doth not for all: 
this abate one Afachm of love to God: God} 
1s as good and dear to him in affliftions as & 
VCr. | 
7 Laſtly, We may call our afflictions ſanctifis 
ed when diwine teachings accompany them to out 
fouls, P/al. 94. 12. Bieſſed 15 the man whom” thou 
ehaſteneſ, O Lord, and teacheft him ont of thy law, 
SanCtified afflictians are eye-/alpe, they <9 = 
eniley 


T The-Pyſtery of J29vidence. 
-F &nfibly and.cfietually. when the Spirit accom- 
F-panics them; the evil of fin, rhe yanity of the 
grcature, the neceſhity of ſecuring things that can- 
Dot be ſhaken. Never doth a Chriſtian take a. 
trucr meaſure both of his-corruptions and graces, 
than under the rod. Now-a man ſees that filthi- 
els that hath been long contraCting in proſpe- 
tity, what. intereſt the Creature hath in the 
heart, how lircle faith, patience, reſignation, 
nd {elf-denyal we can find, when God calls us to 
the exerciſe of them. - O'tis a bleſſed fign, that 
frouble-is fanCtified , that makes a man thus 
turn is upon his own heart, ſearch ir, and 
ible himſelf before the Lord for the evils 
Of ir! 
Vs L 
- 2. Inthe next place let us take4nto conſfidera- 
tion the other-branch of Providences which are 
omfortable and pleaſant. Somerimes it {miles 
pon us 4n ſuccelles,” proſperity, and the grati- 
fication of the deſires of our hearts. Here the 
Queſtion will- be how the ſanCtification of theſe 
rovidences may be diſcovered to-us? For rel0- 
{ution in this matter, T ſhall for clearnels {ake lay 
oE two forts of Rules ; one Negative,the other 
Palitiye. 


| Firſt Negatipe. 

1. It isa ſign, that comfort. is not ſanified to 
-us, which comes not ( ordinarily) in the way of 
Prayer. The wicked boatteth of his hearts deſire, and 
"Heſſeth the covetous whom the Lord abhorreth. The 
wicked through the pride of his countenance will not 
| ſeek after God; God is not in all bisthoughts, Pſal. 
49. 3, 4+ Here you ſec Proyidence may give 
\_ Q4 wen 
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Divine Conduct Or, 
men their Hearts deſire, and yet they neyer once. [n 
open their Defircs to God in Prayer abour it, Fit 


But then thoſe gitts of Providenceare only ſuch 
as are beſtowed on the worſt of Men, and are: | 
not the Fruits of Love. 

2. Whatever Succeſs, Proſperity or Comfory: 
Men acquire by ſinful mediums, and- indirect” 
Courſes, are not {anCtified Mercies to them. 
This is not-the Mcthod in which thoſe Mercies 
arc beſtowed. Better is a little with Righteouſneſs; 
than- great Revenues without right, Prov. 16: 8. 
Better upon this account, .that it comes in. G 
way, and with his blethng, which never follows 
the way of Sin. God bath curſed the ways of 
Sin, and no blefhng can follow them. 

3. Whatever Proſperity and Succeſs makes Men 
forget God, and caſt off the care of Duty; is nat. 
fanctificd to them. Ir is unſanQtified Proſperity 
which lulls Men aſleep into a deep Oblivion of 
God, Dent. 32.13, I4, 15, 18, He made him 
ride on the high Places of the Earth that he might 
eat the increaſe of the Fields; and he made him ta 
fuck Honey out of the Rock, and Oyl out of the flanty 
Rock, Butter of Kine, and Milk of Sheep, with Fat 
of Lambs, and Rams of the breed of Baſhan, and 
Goats, with the Fat of Kidneys of Wheat, and thou 
aidft drink the pure.Blbod of the Grape; but Feſurun 
waxed Fat and Kicked ; thou art waxed Fat, thou 
at grown Thick, thou art covered with Fatneſs: 
Then he forſook God which made him, and lightly 
efeemed the Rock of his Salvation. Of the Rock 
that begat thee thou art unmindfub, and haſt for- 
gotten God that formed thee. Raxe fumant feeli- 
cibus atx. TOS. bg? 

4- When Proſperity is abuſed to Senſuality,and 

- | meerly 
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meerly ſerves as fuel ro maintain Fleſhly Laſts, 
it'is not ſanCtified. #4 See fob 2T. 11, 12, 13. 
They. ſend forth their little ones like a Flock, and 
their Children Dance. They take the Timbrel and 
Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the Organ. They 
fpend their DaysinWealth, and in a moment go down 
0 the Grave, 

5- Ir's a ſign that Proſperity is not ſanCtihed to 
Men, when it ſwells the Heart with' Pride and 
Elf-conceiredneſs, Dan. 4. 29, At the end 
of twefve Months he walked in the Palace of the 
Kingdom of Babylon. The King ſpake and ſaid, Ts 
tot this great Babylon that abe built for the 
Houſe of the Kingdom, by the might of my power, and 
for the Honour of my Majeſty * 

' 6. That Succels15 not ſanCtified to Men,which 
takes Mem off from their Duty, and makes them 
wholly negligent, or very much indilpoſed to it, 
Jer: 2.31. O generation, ſee the Word of the Lord; 
have T been a Wilderneſs unto Iſrael? A land of 
darkneſs * Wherefore ſay my People, We are Lords, 
we wilt come.no more unto thee ? 

' 9.Nor can wethink that Proſperity ſanCtificd, 
at | which wholly ſwallows up the Souls of Men in 
d | their own Enjovments, and makes them regard 
2 | Iels of publick Miſeries or Sins, Amos 6. 4, 5, 6. 
m || They lye upon Beds of Tvory, arid fretch themſetves 
ou | upon their Conthes, and eat the Lambs out of the 
6:1] Flock, and the Catues out of the midſt of the Stall. 
1 | They chant to the ſound of the Viol, and invent to 
c>Ithemſetves Inftruments of Muſick bike David, They 
r-J drink wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves with the 
Li-| chief Ointments ; but they are not grieved for the af 
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But then Poſitively. 

I. Thoſe mercics and comfortsare undoubted- 
" ly lanRtified to men , which humble their ſouls 
kindly before God in the ſenſe of their own vile- 
neſs and unwarthinels of them, Gen. J2. 10. 4nd 


Facob ſaid,T am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy mer} 


T1esS, 8c. f : , : 
2. SanCtified mercies are commonly turned ins 
to Cautions againſt ſia, Ezra. 9. 13. they arc {0 


many bands of reſtraint. upon the {oul that hath 


them, to make them ſhun ſin. 

. They wilbengage a mans heart in love to 
the God of his merci&, P/al. 18. 1. compared with 
the Title. 


4. They never ſatisfiea man as his Portion, no | $ 


will the ſoul accept all the proſperity in th@world 
upon that ſcore, Heb. 11. 26. EXﬀeeming the re- 


roach of Chri# greater riches than the treaſures in 


Egypt: for he had reſpett unto the recompence of the 
reward. 


5. Nor do they make men regardleſs of Pub- [| 


lick {ins or miſeries, Nehemr. 2. 1, 2, 3. compared 
with A&s 7.23. 

6. Ic's a {ure ſign that mercies are ſanified 
when, they make the ſoul more expedite and 
enlarged for God in duty, 2 Chron. 17. 5, 6. 
Therefore the Lord tabliſhed the Kingdom in his 
hand, and all Judah brought to Fehoſhaphat pre- 
ſents, »and he had riches and honour in abundance. 


And his heart mas lift up in the ways of the 


Lord 9 Co 


7. Ta conclude, That which-is obtained by 
prayer, and returned ta God again in due,praile 
carries his own teſtimonials with ir,. thar. it 
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came from rhe loye of God, and is a (agRificd 


mcrcy to the ſoul. 


And fo much of this Third Caſe. 


* The Fourth Caſe. 


How may we attain wito atf evenneſs and fteddi- 
neſs of ſpirit under the Changes and contrary Aſ- 
petts of Providence upon us £ 

Three things are {uppoled in this Caſe. 
1. That Providence hath various and contrary 

.. Aſpects upon the people of God. 
© WT har it is a common thing with them, to 

experience great diſorders of ' ſpirit under 
thoſe Changes 'of Providence. 


& 3. That theſe diſorders may be ( at leaſt in a 


great meaſure ) prevented, by the due uſc 
and- application of thoſe rules and helps that 
God hath given us in ſuch Caſes. 


1. That Providence hath various, yea, contra» 


| ry Aſpe&s upon the people of God, 1s a caſe {0 
- plain, that i3 needs no more: than the ment1- 


oning,, to let it in to all our Underſtandings. 
Which of all the people of God have not felt 
this rruth > Providence rings the changes all the 
world over, He encreaſeth the Nations, and de- 
froyeth them ; he enlargeth the Nations, and ftrait- 
neth them again, Job 12. 23. The ſame it doth 
with perſons, Pſa! 102. 10. Thou haſt lifted me 
up, and caſt me down. See what a fad Altera- 
ton Providence made upon the Church, Lam. 
I. 1,12. How doth the City ſit ſolitary that was 
full of people! How is ſhe became as a Widow ! She 
that was great among the Nations, and. Princeſs 


| among the Provinces, how 1s ſhe become tributary ! 


is 


-» Divine Conduct : Or, 
Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by ? Behold | 
and ſee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow 
which is done untome, wherewith the Lord hath a f 
flitted me in the day of his fierce anger. And how 
great an Inſtance was Fob of this Truth, Fob 29. 
per tot. and Jo. compared:2 How many thou- 
ſands have complained with Naomi, whoſe con- 
dition hath been fo ſtrangely altered, that others 
have ſaid as the People of Reth/ehem did of her, 
Ts this Naomi ? Ruth I. 19, 20, 21. 

2. Thelc Vicifhtudesof Providence commonly 
cauſe great diſorders of Spirit in the beſt Men. 
Look as intenſe heat and cod try the ſtrength 
and ſoundneſsof the Conſtitution of our Bodies, 
ſo the Alterations made by Providence upon ou 
Conditions, try the ſtrength of our Graces; and 
too often diſcaver the weakneſs and corruption 
of holy Men. Hezekiah was a good Man: but 
yet his weakneſs and corruption was bewraycd/ 
by the Alterations Providence made upon” his” 
Condicions. When ſickneſs and pains l\ummon- 
cd him to the grave, what bitter complaints and 
deſpondencies are recorded? in I1/z. JS. per tot. || « 
and when Providence lifred him up again into || ; 
a proſperous Condition, what Offtentation and | t 
vain glory did he diſcover 2 1/a. 39. 2. David || } 
had more than a common ſtock of inherent | c 
Grace, yct not enough to keep him in an cqual 
remper of Spirit under great Alterations, P/a/n 
30. 6, 7. In my Proſferity I ſaid T ſhall never be 
moved ; thou hideft thy Face and T1 was troubled. 
It is nor every Man can ſay with Paul, T know 
both how to be abaſed, and I know how to abound 
every where, and in all things TI am infrutted 
both to be full, ang ta be hungry, both to abound 

and 
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| and to ſuffer need, Phil. 4. 12. He is truly rich 


in Grace, whoſe Riches or Poverty neither hin- 
ders the aCting, nor . impoveritheth the ſtock of 
his Graccs. ; 

3. Though the beſt men be ſubjeCt to ſuch difor- 
ders of Heart under the changes of Providence; 
ycr/ thele diſorders may in a great meaſure be 
prevented by the due Application of fuch Rules 
and helps, as God hath given us in inch Caſes. 

Now, theſe he/ps are ſuired to a threefold Af 
pett of Providence Upon us: v2z. 

1. Comfortabie, 
2. Calamitous, 
3. Donbttul. 

To all which | ſhall ſpeak particularly and 

Þric fy. 


Duet, 1. 


How raay we attain to an Eyenneſs and Sted- 


Þ| dineſs of Heart under the Comfortable Aſpedts of 


Providence upon us? 

Under Providences of this kind, the great 
danger is, leſt the Heart be lifted up with Pride 
and Vanity, and fall into a drowlie and remils 
remper. 'To prevent this, we had need urge 
humblingand awakening Con/iderations upon our 
own Hearts; fach are theſe that follow. 


Fir Conſideration, 

* Thefe Gifts of Providence are common to the 
worſt of Men, and are no ſpecial diſtinguiſhing 
Fruits of Gods Love. T he vileſt of Men have 
been filled even to ſatiety with theſe things, P/a/. 
73. 7. Their Eyes ftand out with Fatneſs : They have 
more than Heart could with. 


Second 
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+ 1Second'Confideration. 
Think how junftable and changeable all theſe 


things ate. What you glory in to day, may; 
be none of yours to morrow, Prov. 23. 5." Riches 


make themſelves wings, and flee away as an Eagle 
towards Heaven. "As the Wangs -of a Fowl grow 
out of the ſnbſtance. of-the body, ſo the cauſe, 
of the Creatures tranſtorineſs is in itſelf: Try 
ſubjected to vanity, and that vanity, like Wings, 
carries it away: they arc but. fading - flowers,. 
James 1. 10. 
Third Conideration. | 
The Change of Providences is never nearer 
to the people of God, than when their hearts 
are lifted up, or grown ſecure by proſperity. 
Doth Hezekiah glory in his Treaſures > The. 
next news he hears, 1s of an impoveriſhing Pro- 
vidence at hand, T/a: 39.2, 3,4: 536, 7. Others 
may be left to periſh in unſaadtified Profperityy 


*/ but you ſhall nor. 


Fourth Confideration. 


This 1s a great diſcovery of the Carnality and þ 


corruption that 1s in thy heart: it argues an 
heart lictle ſet upon God, lictle mortified- to the 
world, little acquainted with the vanity and en- 
ſfnaring nature of thele things. O-you know not 
what hearts you have, till ſuch Providences try 
them. And is not ſuch a diſcovery matter of 
deep humiliation 2 


Fifth Conkderation. 
Was it not better with you in a low condr- 
tion, than it is now? RefleQ, and compare ſtate 
Witt 
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with ſtate, and time with time.* How is the 
—G of your hearts: alreted with the alterati- 
on--of 'your condition? $o* God complains of 
J/rael, Hoſea 13.5, 6. I did know thee in the 
- + Sens to their 
tafure, ſo were they filled: they were filled, and 
oe heart was i therefore rode they for 
ten me ſaith thee Lord: q. d. You and I were 
Wen acquainted formerly when you were in a 
low-condition ; Proſperity hath eſtranged you, 


Fand altered the caſe. - How ſad is it, that Gods 


mercies ſhould be the occaſton of our*eſtrange- 
ment from him? 


Daeft » S© 


.-- Upon the other fide, \it's worth conſidering 
how our hearts may be eſtabliſh and kept ſteddy 
under Calamitous and adverſe Providences. 

\ "Here we are in equal danger of the other Ex- 
tream, viz. deſpondency and ſinking under the 
frowns and ſtrokes of croſs Providences. Now 
to {upport and. eſtabliſh rhe heart- in this caſe, 


{ake three helps. 


A Firſt Confaderation. 
Firſt, Conſider, That afflitive Providences 
are of grear uſe to the people of God , they 


cannot live without them. - The Earth doth not 


|.more need chaſtening froſts, and mellowing 


lnows, than our hearts do nipping Providences. 
Letthe beſt Chriſtian be but a few years without 
them, and he will beſenfible of the want of them; 
he will find a-ſad remifſion and declining upon all 
his graces. 

| | SeconZ 
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3 
Second Conſideration. i 
No firoke of Calamiry upon the People of 
God, can ſeperate them from Chriſt, Rom. 8, 35, 
Who ſhall ſeparate us frontthe Love of Chriſt ? Shall 
Tribulation ? There was a time when Fob could 
call nothing in this World but troub/e his own 
He could not fay, my Eſtate, my Honour, mz 
Health, my Children; for all theſe were goney 
ct then he could ſay, my Redeemer, -Job 19. 251 
Wel then, there is no cauſetoſink whilſt Interelf} 


in Chriſt remains ſure to us. | 


iS) 
Us 


| Third Conjderation. 
All your Calamitics will have an end ſhortly: 
The longeſt Day of the Saints troubles hath an 
End; and theh,. no more troubles for eyer. The 
troubles of the wicked will be to Eternity 5 bur 
you ſhall ſuffer but a while, 1 Pet. 5-10. It-a thou- 
ſand troubles be appointed for you, they will 
come to oe at laſt, and after that no more: Yea, 
and though our'troubles be but for a moment, yet 
they work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. Let that ſupport your Hearts 
under all your ſufferings. 


Dueh.* 3. 

Laſtly, Let us conſider, what may be uſeful 
to ſupport and quiet our Heatts under doubtful 
Providences, when our deat Concerniments hang, 
in a doubtful ſuſpence before us, and we know 
not which way the Providence of God will caſt 
and deterrmirie them. pf 

Now the beſt Hearts are apt to grow folici- 
tous and penfſiyc,. diſtracted with LILY 

OO” 
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about the Event and Iſſue. To relieve and ſettle 
bs in this Caſe, the'following Con{iderations are 
very uſeful. 


Firſt Conſideration. | | 

Firſt, Let us conſider the Vanity and Inutility 
of ſuch a ſolicitunde, Matth. 6. 27. Which of 
ou ( faith our Lord) by tating Thought can add 
one Cubit ? We may break oor Peace, and& 
waſte our Spirits, but not'alter the Caſe. We 
caniiot tarn God out of his way, Job 23. 13.' He 
is in one Mind, We may by itrugling againſt 
God increaſe, but not avoid or lighten our 
Troubles, 


Second Conſideration. 

. How often do we Afﬀi@ and Torment our 
ſelves by our own unquiet Thoughts, when there 
is no real cauſe or ground for ſo doing ? Iſa; 
Fl.13, And haſt feared continually every 
Day, becauſe of the Fury of the Oppreſſor, as if be 
were ready to deſtroy, and where is the Fury of the 
Oppreſſor ? O what abundance of Diſquiet and 
Trouble might we prevent, by waiting quietly 
till we ſee the Iſſues of Providence; and not 
bringing as we do the Evils of the Morrow upon 
the Day ? 


Third Conſider ation. 

How great ground of quietneſs is it that the 
ſhole Diſpoſe and Management of all our Af- 
fairs and Concerns is in the Hand of our own 
30d and Father! No Creature can touch ns 
Without his Commiſſion or Permiſſion. / know 
ſaith Chriſt) thou couldſt have no Power apainſs 
add 4a-ul da Ron 
1 O, p Is, 
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19. 11, Neither Men nor Devils can_a& any 
thing without Gods leave ; and be ſure he will 
fign no Order to your Prejudice. 


' Fourth Confaderation. 

How great Satisfaion- muſt it be to all that 
believe the Divine Authority of the Scripture, 
that the faithfulneſs of God ſtands engaged for 
every Line and Syllable found therein? And how || © 
many bleſſed Lines in the Bible may we Mark, 
that reſpe@ even our outward Concerns, and the 
happy Iſſue of them all? Upon theſe two grounds, || | 
. viz, That our outward Concerns with their ſteddy'Þj ! 

DireQon to a bleſſed End is found in the Word; ( 
and this Word being of Divine Authority, the 
faithfulneſs and honour of God ſtands good for || 
every Tittle that is found there. I ſay theſe are || © 
grounds of ſuch ſtability, that our Minds may 
repoſe with greateſt Security and Confidence up- 
on them even in the cloudieſt Day of trouble, 
Not only your Eternal Salvation, but your tem- 
poral Intereſts are there ſecured. Be quieted 
therefore in the Confidence of a bleſſed Iflne. 
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Fifth Confzder ation. 

How great and ſure an expedient have the 
Saints ever found it to their.own Peace, to com- 
mit all dovbrful Iſſhes of Providence to the Lord, 
and devolve all their Cares upon him, Prov, 16, 
3. Commit wy Works unto the Lord, and thy 
Thoxghts ſhall be eſtabliſhed. By Works he means 
any doubrful,jintricate, perplexing buſineſs, abour, 
which our Thoughts are rackt and tortur'd. Rel 
all theſe upon the Lord by Faith, leave them w 
him, and the preſent immediate Benefit you ſhall 
have by it(beſides the Comfort inthe IN hr 
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be tranquillity and Peace in-your Thoughts. And 
who is there of any ſtanding or Experience in Re- 
ligion that hath not found it fo ? 


The Fifth Caſe. 

How may a Chriſtian work his Heavt mto a teſigns 
| ing frame unto the Will of God, when ſad Provi- 
dences approach him, and preſage great Troubles and 
Affiifttons coming on towards him ? 

For the right ſtating and reſolving of this im- 
portant Caſe, it will be needful to ſhew (1.)Whar 
is not included and intended in the -Queſtion. 
(2.) What it doth ſuppoſe and include in it, and 
laſtly, what helps and dire&ions are neceſſary 
for the due Performance of this great and diffi- 
cult Duty, 
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Firſt, Nepatively. 

As to the firſt, It muſt be premiſed that the 
Queſtion doth not ſuppoſe the Heart or Will of 
1 | « Chriſtian to be at his own command and dif- 

ſe in this Matter : We cannot reſign it, and 
ubje& it to the Will of God whenever we deſire 

ſo ro do: The Daty indeed is oxrs, but the Power 

by which alone we perform it is Gods : We at 

as we are acted by the Spirit It is with 

| {| our Hearts, as with Adeteors hanging; in the Air, 
? | by the influence of the Sun; while that conti- 
nues they abide above, but when it fails they 
fall to the Earth : We can do this, and all things 
elſe be they never ſo difficult, through Chriſt thaf 
Prengthens us, Phil. 4. 13. But without him we 
cax do nothing, John t5. 5. He doth not ſay, 
without me ye can do but little, or without 
me ye can; do nothing but with great difficulty, 
| or withoyt ge ye can do nothing pally 's 
. = "I 3 74 4 ur 


254  Divine'Conduct t Or, 
but without me ye can do nothing at all. And 
every Chriſtian hath a witneſs in his own Breaſt 
to atteſt this Truth : For there are Caſes frequent- 
ly occurring in the Methods of Providence, in 
which, notwithſtanding all their Prayers and De- 
ſires, all their Reaſonings and Strivings, they 
cannot quiet their Hearts fully in the Difpoſey 
and Will of God ; but on the contrary do find 
all their endeavours in this matter, to be but as 
the rolling of a returning Stone againſt the Hill: 
Till God fay to the Heart be ſtill, and tothe Wil 
give up, nothing can be done. 
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Secondly, Afﬀirmatively. 
Next, Let us conſider what this Caſe doth ſup- 
poſe, and include in it, and-we ſhall find 
1. That it ſuppoſeth the People of God to have 
a foreſight of "Troubles and Dilſtreſſes. approach- 
ing and drawing near fo them : I confeſs 'tis not 
always ſo, for many of our Affiictions, as well as 
Comforts, come by way of furprizals upon us: 
Bur oft times we have forewarnings of Troubles | 
both Publick and Perſonal, before we feel them: | 
As the weather may be diſcerned by the Face of | P! 
the Sky, when we ſee a Morning Sky red and I* 
lowring, this 1s a natural fign of a foul and rainy 
Day, Matth. 16.3. And there areas certain ſigns C 
of the Times, whereby we may diſcern when 
Trouble is near, even at the Door : And theſe J® 
torewarnings are given by the Lord to awaken us al 
to our Duties, by which they may either be pre- Pb 
vented, Zeph. 2. 1, 2, or ſanQified and ſweetned 
tous when they come. Theſe ſigns and notices 
of approaching troubles are gathered partly from 
the Obſervation and Collation of parallel Scripture 
Caſcs and Examples, God generally holding one 
tenour 
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tenour and ſteddy courſe in the Adminiſtrations 
of his Providences inall Ages, 1 Cor. 10.6. partly 
from the Refle&ions Chriſtians make upon the 
Frames and Tempers of their own Hearts, which 
greatly need awakening, humbling and purging 
providences. For let a Chriſtian be bur a few 
Years or Months without a Rod, and how formal, 
'earthly, dead and vain, will his Heart grow ? 
And ſuch a temper preſages Afﬀiction to them 
that are beloved of the Lord, as really as the gi- 
ving or ſweating of the ſtones doth rain, Laſtly, 
The ordering and difpoſing of the next Cavſes in- 
to a Poſture and Preparation for our Trouble, 
plainly premoniſheth us that "Trouble is at the 
. | Door. Thus when the Symptoms of ſickneſs be- 
gin to appear upon our own Bodies, the Wife of 
' | our Boſom, or our Children that are as our own 
1. | Souls, Providence herein awakens our Expecta- 
xc | fions of Death and doleful Separations: So when 
1s | Enemies combine together and plot the Ruine of 
.. | our Liberties,Eſtates, or Lives,and God ſeemeth to 
> | 1ooſe the bridle of Reſtraint upon their Necks, 
\ - | 2ow we cannot but be alarmed with the near ap- 
of | proach of Troubles, eſpecially when at the ſame 
4 (fume our Conſcience ſhall reflect upon the abuſe 
iy 142d non-improvement of theſe our threatned 
as} Comforts. 
-n | 2+ The Caſe before us ſuppoſeth,that theſe Pre. 
.& | monitions and fore-runners of Affliction, douſu- 
us (ally very much diſturb the Order and break the 
6. [Peace of our Souls, they put the mind under great 
«> [Piſcompoſure, the Thoughts under much diltra- 
oe (ion, and the AﬀeRions into Tumults and Rebel. 
lon, 
"| Ah how unwilling are we to ſurrender to the 
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Divine Conduct : Or, 
by troubles when at eaſe in our Enjoyments ! 
How unwelcome are the Meſſengers of Aﬀition 
to the beſt Men! We are ready to fay to them as 
the Widow to Elijah, What bave I to do with thee, 
OD Man (O Meſſenger) of God, art thou come unto 
me to call my Sin to remembrance, and to ſlay my Son? 
1 Kings 17.18. And this ariſeth partly from the 
remains of Corruption in the beſt Souls,for though 
every ſanQifhed Perſon is come by his own Con- 
ſent into the Kingdom, and under the Govern- 
ment and Scepter of Chriſt, and eyery thought 


of his Heart de jure, and of right muſt be ſubjeQ-" 


ed to him, 2 Coy. 10. 5. Yet de fatto the Con- 
queſt and Power of Grace is but incompleat and 
in part, and natural Corruption like Jeroboam 
with his vaia Men riſeth up againſt it, and cauz, 
ſeth many Mutinies in the Soul, whiPſt Gracelike 
young Abijah is weak handed, and cannot rehift 
them, And partly from the advantage Satan 
makes upon the ſeaſon to irritate and aſſiſt our 
Corruptions : He knaws that which 1s already in 
motion, is the more eaſily moved. In this Con- 
fuſion and hurry of Thoughts he undiſcernedly 


ſhuffles in his Temptations, Sometimes aggrava- © 


ting the Evils which we fear with all the ſinking 


and overwhelming Circumſtances imaginable, 


pometimes divining and fore-caſting ſuch Events 
and Evils, as (haply) never fall out. Sometimes 
repining at the diſpoſes of God as more ſevere 
to us than others. And fometimes refleting 
with very unbelieving and unworthy Thoughts 
ppon the Promiſes of God, and his faithfulneſs 
1n them, by all which the Afﬀiction is made rq 
{ink deep into the Soul before it actually comes. 
The Thoughts are fo diſardered, that Duty can» 
pot be duly performed, And the Soulis really wm: 
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The Myſtery of J920vidence. 
ned, and difabled to bear 1s tryal when it comes 
indeed : Juſt as if a Man ſhonld he kept waking 
and reſtleſs all the Night with the Thonghtrs of his 
hard Journey which he mult Travel to Mor- 
row, and ſo when to Morrow is come, he 
faints for want of Reſt, Midway his Jour- 
ney. 

- 3. It is here ſuppoſed to be the Chriſtians great 
Duty, under the Apprehenſions of approaching 
' Troubles to reſign his Will to Gods, and quietly 
commit the Events and Iſſues of all to him, what- 
ever they may prove. "Thus did Davin the like 
Caſe and Circumſtances, 2 Sam. 15. 25, 26. And 
the King ſaid unto Zadock, carry batk the Ark of 
God into the City. If I ſhall find favour inthe Eyes of 
the Lord, he wall bring me back again, and ſhew me 
both it and his babitation : But if he ſhall thus ſay, 1 
have no delight in thee, behold here am I, let kim do 
te me as ſeemeth good to him. 

O lovely and truly Chriſtian Temper ! q. 4. 
go Zadeck, return with the Ark to its place, 
though I have not the /ymbol, yet I hope 1 ſhall 
have the real preſence of God with me in this ſad 
Journey : How he will &fſpoſe the Events of this 
{fad and doubtful Providencel know not: Either1 


{| ſhall return again to Fer«ſalem,or I ſhall not:If 1 do, 


then 1 ſhall ſee it again, and enjoy the Lord in his 
Ordinances there. If I do not, then I ſhall goro 
that Place where there is no need or uſe of thoſe 
things. And either way it will be well for me,l am 
content to refer all to the Divine Pleaſure, and 


" commit the Iſſue, be it whatever 1t will be, to the 


Lord. 
And till our Hearts come to the like reſolve, 
we can have no Peace within. Commrt thy Works 
4wto the Lord, and thy Thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
- R 4 _ S#rov 


Divine Conduct t Or, 
Prov. 16. 3. By Works he means not only every 
enterprize and buſineſs we wndertate, but every 
puzzling, intricate, and doubtful Event we fear. 
Theſe being once committed by an Act of Faith, 
and our Wills reſigned unto his, belides the Com- 
fort we ſhall have in the Iſſne, we ſhall have the 
preſeat advantage of a well compoſed, and peace- 
tal Spirit. 

But this Reſignation-is the difficulty ; no doubt 
of Peace, could we once bring our Hearts to that, 
And therefore 

4.1 ſhall here ſubjoyn ſuch Helps and Directions, 
as may through Gods Bleſſing, 1n the faithful uſe 
of them, aſſiſt and facilitate this great and diffi- 
cult Work, 


Firſk Help. 

And firſt, Labour to work into your Hearts a deep 
and fixed ſenſe of the infimite Wiſclom of God, and your 
ows: folly and ignorance. » This will make Reſigna- 
tion eafie to you : Whatſoever the Lord doth is 
by Counſel, Eph.1.1 1.his Underſtanding is 1nfiaite, 
Pſal.1 47.5. his Thoughts are very deep,Pſal.g2.5. 
but as tor Man.,yea the wiſeſt among Men, how lit- 
tle doth his Underſtanding penetrate the -Works 
and Deſigns of Providence ? And how oft are we 
forced to retra& our raſh Opiniens, and confeſs 
our Miſtakes? Acknowledging that if Providence 
had not ſeen with better Eyes than ours, and 
looked farther than we did, we had precipitated 
our ſelves into a thouſand. miſchiefs, which by 
its Wiſdom and Care we have eſcaped, It's well 
for us that the Jerez Eyes of Providence are | ever 
awake, and looking oug for our good. Now if 
one Creature can and ought to be guided and go- 
y2raed-by another that is more wiſe and ger 
| = | | TOan 
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\han himſelf ,as the Cliezt by his learned Counſel,the 


Patient by bis skilful Phy/3cran, much more ſhould 
every Creature give up his weak Reaſon, and ſhal- 
low Underſtanding tothe infinite Wiſdom of the 
Omniſcient God. 

It's nothings but our Pride and Arrogance o0- 
ver-valuing our Underſtandings that makes 
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Reſignation ſo hard. * Carnal Reaſon ſeems to it * 0 quzm 
ſelf a wiſe Diſputant about the Concerns of the ſzpiens ar- 
Fleſh, but how often hath Providence baffled it ? £umenta- 


The more Humility, the more Reſignation, 
How. few of our Mercies and Comforts have 


irix fibi 
videtur ar- 
rogantis 


been foreſeen by us? Our own Projects have come human ; 
to nothing, and that which we never thought on; preſertinm 
or contrived hath taken Place; not our choice of © alt- 


the ground, or $kill in weighing and delivering 
th2 Bowl, but ſome unforeſcen Providence, like a 


quid de 
gaudiis me- 
tuit amit- 


rub in the Gree was that which made the caſt, vere. Tert, 


| Second Help. 

Deeply conſider the finfulneſs and vanity of toy- 
turing your own Thoughts about the Iſſues of doubtful 
Prowidences. 

(1.) There is much-Sin in fo doing : For, all 
our anxious and ſolicitous Emotions, what are 
they other than the immediate Iſſues and Fruits 
of Pride and 11nbeliet? There is not a greater 
diſcovery of Pride in the World, than in the con- 
teſts of our Wills with the Will of God, It's a 
preſumptuous invading of Gods Prerogative, to 
dictate to his Providence, and preſcribe to his 
Wiſdom. 

(2.) There is a great deal of Vanity in it : 
Allthe thoughtfulneſs in the World will not make 
one hair white or black: All our diſcontents will 
not prevail with God to call back ( or as the 
OS Word 


Divine Conduc 2 Or, 
Word may be rendered) make void his Wordf 
Tfa. 31.2. He is in one mind, Job 23. 13. The 
Thoughts of his Mind are from Everlaſting, 
Pſalm 33. 11, 


Third Help. 
Set before you thoſe choice Scripture Patterns of 
Submiſſion to the Lords Will in as deep, yea, much 
deeper Points of ſelf-denial than this before you, and 


ſhame your ſelves out of this quarrelling Temper with 


Providence, | 

' You know what a cloſe Tryal that Providence 
was to Abraham, that called him from his Native 
Countrey and Fathers Houſe, to go he knew not 
whither; and yet it's ſaid in /ſa. 41.2. He came 
to Gods foot, as readily obeying his call, as a Ser- 
vant when his Maſter knocks tot him with his 
Foot, 

Paul's Voyage to Jeruſalem, had a diſmal aſpe&t 
upon himſelf, he could expect nothing but Bonds 
and Priſons, as he tells us, Ads 29. 23. And a 
great Tryal it was to the Saints, who could not 
tell how to give up ſuch a Mimſter, yet he reſigns 
up his Will to Gods, As 20.22. And fo do 
they, Ads 21.14. The Will of the Lord be done. 

But far beyond theſe, and all other Patterns, 
what an Example hath our dear Lord Feſus ſet 
before us in the deepeſt Point of Self-denial 
that ever was in the Warld. When the Father 
gave the Cup of Sufferings into his Hands inthe 
Garden, ark 1 4. 35.A Cup of Wrath,the.Wyath 


of the great and terrible God, and thar without 


mixture: Thevery taſte whereof, put Nature in- 
to an Agony and Aſtoniſhment, a fore Amaze- 
ment, a bloody Sweat; and forced from him that 
vehement and {ad cry, . Father, if it be poſſible, let 


this 
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The Myſtery of PNovidence, 
this Cup paſs ; yet ſtill with Submiſſion, NeVEY = 
theleſs not my Will, but thine be done. O bleſſed 
pattern of Obedience, and Reſignation to the Plea- 
ſure of God ! Whatis your Caſe to this ? 


Fourth Help, 

Study the ſingular Benefits and Advantages of a 
Will reſigned up, and melted into the Will of God. 

(1.) Such a Spirit hath a continal Sabbath with- 
in it felf: The Thoughts are eſtabliſhed, Prov. 
16. 3. And truly,till a Man come to this,he doth 
but too much reſemble the Devil, who is a reſt- 
leſs Spirit, ſeeking reſt, but finding none. 

It was an excellent Expreſſion of Zuthey, to 
one that was much perplexed in his Spirit about 
the doubtful Events of ſome Afﬀeairs of his that 
were" then depending: Domimnus tua omnia fa- 
ciat, © tu nihil facias, ſed fis Sabbatum Chriſti : 
(#. 6, ) The Lord ſhall do all for thee, and thou 
ſhalt do nothing, but be the Sabbath of Chriſt. 
It is by this means that the Lord gives bis Beloved 
ſteep, Pfalm 127. 2. He means not the ſleep of the 
Body, but of the Spirit. Fideles ( faith One 
upon that Place ) et/i YVitam agant laborioſam, com- 
poſitis tamen & tranquillis animis tm fidet ſilentia 
ſe continent, ac ii dormirent : (1. e. ) Though Be- 
lievers live in the midſt of many Troubles here, 
yet with quiet and compoſed Minds they keep 


themſelyes in the- filence of Faith, as though 


were aſleep. | 


: *@.) Beſides, it fits a Mans Spirit for Com- 


minion with God in all his Afflictions, and this 
alleviates and ſweetens them beyand any thing 
in the World. 
(3.) And ſurely a Man is never nearer” the 
Mercy he deſires, or the Deliverance he per 
ISI as 


Divine Condut : Or, 
(as One truly obſerves) than whea his Soul is 
brought into a ſubmiſiive Temper. David was 
never nearer the Kingdom, taan when he became 
as a weaned Child. 


Fifth Fitlp. 

Laſtly, Think how repugnant an unſubmiſſive tem- 
per is both to your Prayers and Profeſjtons. 

You pray that the Will of God may be done on 
Earth, as It is in Heaven, and yet when it ſeems 
to Croſs yaur Wills or Intereſts, you ſtruggle 
and fret againſt it. You profeſs to have commit- 
ted your Souls to his keeping, and to leave your 
Eternal Concerns in his Hands; and yet cannot 
commit things infinitely leſs valuable unto him, 
How contradiQory are theſe Things ! 

Your Profeſſion, as Chriſtians, ſpeaks you to 
be led by the Spirit, but this Practice ſpeaks you 
to follow the perverſe Counſels of your own Spi- 
Tits. O then regret no more, diſpute no more, 
but lye down meekly at your Fathers Feet, and 
ſay in all Caſes and at all Times, the Will of the 
Lord be done, 


And thus 1 have, through the Aid of Provi- 
dence, performed what I deſigned to ſpeak from 
this Scripture. 1 acknowledge, my Performan- 
ces have been accompanied with much weakneſs, 
yet have endeavoured to ſpeak of Providence the 
Things that are right. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
who hath thus far aſſiſted and protected me.Jm. 
this Work TE 5. 

How Providence will diſpoſe of my Life, Li- 
berty and Labours for Time to come, I know not, 
but I chearfully commit all to him, who hath hi- 
therto performed all things for me, _ a 
2325 Cy E | Poſt- 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


N Conſideration of the great and manifold 
Advantages reſulting from an humble and 
heedful Obſervation of Providence, I cannot 
but judge it the Concernment of Chriſtians 
that have Time and Ability for ſuch a. Work, 
to keep written Memorials, or Journals of Provi- 
dences by them ; for their own and others uſe and 
benefit. For want of Collecting and Communica- 
ting ſuch Obſervations, not only our ſelves, but 
the Church of God is damnified and impover- 
hed. 

Some ſay, the Art of Afedicize was. thus ac- 
quired and perfected : When any one had met 
with ſome rare Phyſical Herb, and accidentally 
diſcovered the Verctues of it, he would poſt it 
up in ſome publick Place; and fo the Phy/zcian 
attained his skill, by a Coltection of thoſe poſted 
Experiments and Receipts. 

I am not for poſting up all that a Chriſtian 
knows or meets with in his Experience, for ( as 
I have ſaid before ) Nor eſt religio, ubi omnia pa- 
tent, Religion doth not lay all open ; but yet; 
there is a prudent, humble and ſeafonable Com- 


4 zunication of our Experiences and Obſervations 


of Providence, which is excceding beneficial both 
to our Selves and our Brethren. 

If Chriſtians in reading the Scriptures, would 
judiciouſly Colle& and Record the Providences 
they ſhall meet with there, and (if deſtitute of 

OLner 
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other helps ) but add thoſe that have fallen out 
in their own Time and Experience; O what a 
precious Treaſure would theſe make ? How would 
it antidote their Souls againſt the ſpreading A- 
theiſm of theſe Days, and fatishe them, beyond 
what many other Arguments can do, that The 
Lord he is God, the Lord he is God. 

Whilſt this Work was under my hand, I was 
both delighted and aſſiſted by-a Pious and Uſeful 


Mr. 7. C. Eſſay of an unknown Author, who hath to very 


in his 1/a- 


£oge. 


ood Purpoſe . improved many Scriptural Paſ- 
Les of Providence, which ſeem to lye ont of the 
road of common Obſervation : Some Paſſages 1 
have noted out of it, which have been ſweet to 
me. And © that Chriſtians would every where 
ſet themſelves to ſuch Work! Providence carries 
our Lives, Liberties and Concernments in its hand 
every Moment. Your Bread 1s 1n its Cupboard, 
your Money in its Purſe, your Safety in its en- 
folding Arms; and ſure it is the leaſt Part of 
what you owe, to record the favours you receive 
at his Hands. More particularly, | 
(1.) Truſt not your ſlippery Memories with 
ſuch a multitude of remarkable Paſſages of Pro- 
vidence as you have, and ſhall meet with in 
your way to Heaven. Its true, things that 
greatly affe& us, are not_eaſily forgotten by us ; 
and yet, how ordinary 1s it for new Impreſſions 
to raze out former ones? It was a ſaying of 
that Worthy Man Dr. Harris, My Memory (laid 
he ) never failed me in all my Life ; for indeed, 
I durſt never truſt it. Written Memorials ſe- 
cure us againſt that hazard; and beſides, makes 
them uſeful to others when we are gone, $0 
that you carry not away all your Treaſure to 
Heaven with you, but leave theſe choice Lega- 
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The Myſtery of Pyovidence. 
cies to your ſurviving Friends. Certainly it were 
not ſo great a loſs, to loſe your Silver, your 
Goods and Chattels, as it is to'loſe your Experi- 
ences which God hath this way given you in this 
World. 

(2.) Take heed of claſping up thoſe rich Trea- 
ſures in a Book, and thinking it enough to have 
noted them there: But have frequent recourſe to 
them, as oft-as new wants, fears or difficulties 
ariſe, and aſſault you. Now, it's ſceaſonable to 
conſider and reflet, Was I never fo diſtreſſed 
before? Is this the firſt plunge that ever befel 
me? Let me con/ider the Days of Old, the Years of 
Ancient Times, as Aſaph did, Pſalm 77. 5. 

(3.) Laſtly, Beware of lighting former ſtraits 
and dangers in Compariſon with preſent ones. 
That which 1s next us, always —_ greateſt 
tous: And as Time removes us farther and far- 
ther from our former” Mercies or Dangers, ſo 
they leſſen in our Eyes, juſt as the Land from .. 
which they Sail, doth to Sea-men. Know that 
your dangers have been as great, and your fears 
no leſs formerly than now. Make it as much 
your buſineſs, to preſerve the ſenſe and yalue, as 
the Memory of former Providences, and the fruit 
will be ſweet to you, 
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